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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

This Base Prospectus (together with any supplements hereto published from time to time (each a "Supplement" and 

together the "Supplements")) comprises a base prospectus for the purposes of Article 8 of the Prospectus Regulation and 

for the purpose of giving all necessary information with regard to the Issuer and its respective consolidated subsidiaries 

taken as a whole (together with the Issuer, the "Group" or the "RTE Group") and the Notes which, according to the 

particular nature of the Issuer and the Notes, contains the necessary information which is material to any investor for 

making an informed assessment of the assets and liabilities, profit and losses, financial position and prospects of the Issuer, 

the rights attaching to the Notes and the reason of the issuance and its impact on the Issuer. 

This Base Prospectus should be read and construed in conjunction with any Supplement that may be published from time 

to time and with all documents incorporated by reference (see "Information Incorporated by Reference") and, in relation 

to any Series (as defined herein) of Notes, should be read and construed together with the relevant Final Term(s) (the Base 

Prospectus and the Final Terms being together, the "Prospectus"). 

No person has been authorised to give any information or to make any representation other than those contained in this 

Base Prospectus in connection with the issue or sale of the Notes and, if given or made, such information or representation 

must not be relied upon as having been authorised by the Issuer or any of the Dealers or the Arrangers (each as defined 

in "General Description of the Programme"). Neither the delivery of this Base Prospectus nor any sale made in connection 

herewith shall, under any circumstances, create any implication that there has been no change in the affairs of the Issuer 

or the Group since the date hereof or the date upon which this Base Prospectus has been most recently amended or 

supplemented or that there has been no adverse change in the financial position of the Issuer or the Group since the date 

hereof or the date upon which this Base Prospectus has been most recently amended or supplemented or that any other 

information supplied in connection with the Programme is correct as of any time subsequent to the date on which it is 

supplied or, if different, the date indicated in the document containing the same. 

The distribution of this Base Prospectus and the offering or sale of the Notes in certain jurisdictions may be restricted by 

law. Persons into whose possession this Base Prospectus comes are required by the Issuer, the Dealers and the Arrangers 

to inform themselves about and to observe any such restriction. The Notes have not been and will not be registered under 

the United States Securities Act of 1933, as amended (the "Securities Act") or with any securities regulatory authority of 

any state or other jurisdiction of the United States and may include Materialised Notes in bearer form that are subject to 

U.S. tax law requirements. Subject to certain exceptions, Notes may not be offered, sold or, in the case of Materialised 

Notes in bearer form, delivered within the United States or to or for the account or benefit of U.S. persons (as defined in 

Regulation S under the Securities Act ("Regulation S"), or, in the case of Materialised Notes in bearer form, the U.S. 

Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the "U.S. Internal Revenue Code" and the regulations thereunder). For a 

description of certain restrictions on offers and sales of Notes and on distribution of this Base Prospectus, see 

"Subscription and Sale". 

This Base Prospectus does not constitute an offer of, or an invitation by or on behalf of the Issuer or the Dealers or the 

Arrangers to subscribe for, or purchase, any Notes. 

The Arrangers and the Dealers have not separately verified the information or representations contained in this Base 

Prospectus (including the documents incorporated by reference). None of the Dealers or the Arrangers makes any 

representation, express or implied, or accepts any responsibility, with respect to the sincerity, accuracy or completeness 

of any of the information or representations in this Base Prospectus (including the documents incorporated by reference). 

Neither this Base Prospectus nor any other financial statements or any other information incorporated by reference are 

intended to provide the basis of any credit or other evaluation and should not be considered as a recommendation by any 

of the Issuer, the Arrangers or the Dealers that any recipient of this Base Prospectus or any financial statements or any 

other information incorporated by reference should purchase the Notes. Each potential purchaser of Notes should 

determine for itself the relevance of the information contained in this Base Prospectus and any purchase of Notes should 

be based upon such investigation as it deems necessary. None of the Dealers or the Arrangers has reviewed or undertakes 

to review the financial condition or financial affairs of the Issuer or the Group during the life of the arrangements 

contemplated by this Base Prospectus nor to advise any investor or potential investor in the Notes of any information 

coming to the attention of any of the Dealers or the Arrangers. 

INDEPENDENT REVIEW AND ADVICE 

Each prospective investor of Notes must determine, based on its own independent review and such professional advice as 

it deems appropriate under the circumstances, that its acquisition of the Notes is fully consistent with its financial needs, 



objectives and condition, complies and is fully consistent with all investment policies, guidelines and legal or regulatory 

restrictions applicable to it and is a fit, proper and suitable investment for it, notwithstanding the clear and substantial 

risks inherent in investing in or holding the Notes. 

A prospective investor may not rely on the Issuer or the Dealer(s) or any of their respective affiliates in connection with 

its determination as to the legality of its acquisition of the Notes or as to the other matters referred to below. 

MiFID II PRODUCT GOVERNANCE / TARGET MARKET – The Final Terms in respect of any Notes will include a 

legend entitled “MiFID II Product Governance” which will outline the target market assessment in respect of the Notes, 

taking into account the five (5) categories referred to in item 18 of the Guidelines published by the European Securities 

and Markets Authority (“ESMA”) on 5 February 2018 and which channels for distribution of the Notes are appropriate. 

Any person subsequently offering, selling or recommending the Notes (a “distributor”) should take into consideration the 

target market assessment; however, a distributor subject to Directive 2014/65/EU, as amended (“MiFID II”) is responsible 

for undertaking its own target market assessment in respect of the Notes (by either adopting or refining the target market 

assessment) and determining appropriate distribution channels.

A determination will be made in relation to each issue of Notes about whether, for the purpose of the MiFID II Product 

Governance rules under EU Delegated Directive 2017/593 (the “MiFID II Product Governance Rules”), any Dealer 

subscribing for any Notes is a manufacturer in respect of such Notes, but otherwise neither the Arranger nor the Dealers 

nor any of their respective affiliates will be a manufacturer for the purpose of the MiFID II Product Governance Rules. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the Issuer is not a MiFID II regulated entity and does not qualify as a distributor or a 

manufacturer under MiFID II Product Governance Rules. 

UK MiFIR PRODUCT GOVERNANCE / TARGET MARKET – The Final Terms in respect of any Notes may include a 

legend entitled “UK MiFIR Product Governance” which will outline the target market assessment in respect of the Notes, 

taking into account the five categories referred to in item 18 of the Guidelines published by ESMA on 5 February 2018 (in 

accordance with the FCA’s policy statement entitled "Brexit our approach to EU non-legislative materials"), and which 

channels for distribution of the Notes are appropriate. Any person subsequently offering, selling or recommending the 

Notes (a “distributor”) should take into consideration the target market assessment; however, a distributor subject to the 

FCA Handbook Product Intervention and Product Governance Sourcebook (the “UK MiFIR Product Governance Rules”) 

is responsible for undertaking its own target market assessment in respect of the Notes (by either adopting or refining the 

target market assessment) and determining appropriate distribution channels. 

A determination will be made in relation to each issue of Notes about whether, for the purpose of the UK MiFIR Product 

Governance Rules, any Dealer subscribing for any Notes is a manufacturer in respect of such Notes, but otherwise neither 

the Arranger nor the Dealers nor any of their respective affiliates will be a manufacturer for the purpose of the UK MiFIR 

Product Governance Rules. For the avoidance of doubt, the Issuer is not a regulated entity in the UK and does not qualify 

as a distributor or a manufacturer under UK MiFIR Product Governance Rules. 

PROHIBITION OF SALES TO EEA RETAIL INVESTORS – If the Final Terms in respect of any Notes include a legend 

entitled “Prohibition of Sales to EEA Retail Investors”, the Notes are not intended to be offered, sold or otherwise made 

available to and should not be offered, sold or otherwise made available to any retail investor in the European Economic 

Area (“EEA”). For these purposes, a retail investor means a person who is one (or more) of: (i) a retail client as defined in 

point (11) of Article 4(1) of MiFID II; or (ii) a customer within the meaning of Directive (EU) 2016/97, as amended (the 

“Insurance Distribution Directive”), where that customer would not qualify as a professional client as defined in point (10) 

of Article 4(1) of MiFID II; or (iii) not a qualified investor as defined in the Prospectus Regulation (EU) 2017/1129, as 

amended (the “Prospectus Regulation”). Consequently, no key information document required by Regulation (EU) No 

1286/2014, as amended (the “PRIIPs Regulation”) for offering or selling the Notes or otherwise making them available to 

retail investors in the EEA has been prepared and therefore offering or selling the Notes or otherwise making them 

available to any retail investor in the EEA may be unlawful under the PRIIPs Regulation. 

PROHIBITION OF SALES TO UK RETAIL INVESTORS – If the Final Terms in respect of any Notes include a legend 

entitled "Prohibition of Sales to UK Retail Investors", the Notes are not intended to be offered, sold or otherwise made 

available to and should not be offered, sold or otherwise made available to any retail investor in the United Kingdom 

(“UK”). For these purposes, a retail investor means a person who is one (or more) of: (i) a retail client, as defined in point 

(8) of Article 2 of Regulation (EU) No 2017/565 as it forms part of UK domestic law by virtue of the European Union 

(Withdrawal) Act 2018 (“EUWA”); or (ii) a customer within the meaning of the provisions of the Financial Services and 

Markets Act 2000, as amended (the “FSMA”) and any rules or regulations made under the FSMA to implement Directive 

(EU) 2016/97, where that customer would not qualify as a professional client, as defined in point (8) of Article 2(1) of 



Regulation (EU) No 600/2014 as it forms part of UK domestic law by virtue of the EUWA; or (iii) not a qualified investor 

as defined in Article 2 of Regulation (EU) 2017/1129 as it forms part of UK domestic law by virtue of the EUWA. 

Consequently, no key information document required by Regulation (EU) No 1286/2014 as it forms part of UK domestic 

law by virtue of the EUWA (the “UK PRIIPs Regulation”) for offering or selling the Notes or otherwise making them 

available to retail investors in the UK has been prepared and therefore offering or selling the Notes or otherwise making 

them available to any retail investor in the UK may be unlawful under the UK PRIIPs Regulation.  

PROHIBITION OF SALES TO CONSUMERS IN BELGIUM – Notes issued under the Programme are not intended to 

be offered, sold or otherwise made available to, and should not be offered, sold or otherwise made available to, 

“consumers” (consumenten/consommateurs) within the meaning of the Belgian Code of Economic Law (Wetboek van 

economisch recht/Code de droit économique), as amended. 

TAXATION 

Potential purchasers and sellers of the Notes should be aware that they may be required to pay taxes or documentary 

charges or duties in accordance with the laws and practices of the jurisdiction where the Notes are transferred or other 

jurisdictions. In some jurisdictions, no official statements of the tax authorities or court decisions may be available for 

financial instruments such as the Notes. In particular, potential investors are warned that the tax laws of the investor’s 

jurisdiction or of France (the Issuer’s country of incorporation) might have an impact on the income received from the 

Notes. Potential investors are advised to ask for their own tax adviser's advice on their individual taxation with respect to 

the acquisition, holding, disposal and redemption of the Notes. Only these advisors are in a position to duly consider the 

specific situation of the potential investor. 

A number of member states of the European Union are currently negotiating to introduce a financial transactions tax 

("FTT") in the scope of which transactions in the Notes may fall. The scope of any such tax is still uncertain as well as any 

potential timing of implementation. If the currently discussed text or any similar tax is adopted, transactions in the Notes 

would be subject to higher costs, and the liquidity of the market for the Notes may be diminished. Prospective holders of 

the Notes are advised to seek their own professional advice in relation to the FTT. 

PRESENTATION OF CERTAIN INFORMATION IN THIS BASE PROSPECTUS 

In this Base Prospectus, unless otherwise specified or the context otherwise requires, references to "€", "Euro", "EUR" 

or "euro" are to the single currency of the participating member states of the European Economic and Monetary Union 

which was introduced on 1 January 1999, references to "£", "pounds sterling", "GBP" and "Sterling" are to the lawful 

currency of the United Kingdom, references to "$", "USD" and "U.S. Dollars" are to the lawful currency of the United 

States of America. 

In this Base Prospectus, any discrepancies in any table between totals and the sums of the amounts listed in such table are 

due to rounding.
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE PROGRAMME 

The following general description of the Programme does not purport to be complete and should be read together with this Base 

Prospectus from which it is taken from, and is qualified in its entirety by the remainder of this Base Prospectus. The Notes will be 

issued on such terms as shall be agreed between the Issuer and the relevant Dealer(s) and will be subject to the Terms and 

Conditions of the Notes below as completed by the applicable Final Terms. 

This General Description constitutes a general description of the Programme for the purposes of Article 25.1(b) of Commission 

Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/980 of 14 March 2019, as amended. It does not, and is not intended to, constitute a summary of 

this Base Prospectus within the meaning of Article 7 of the Prospectus Regulation or any implementing regulation thereof 

All capitalised terms used and not defined in this section are defined in the Terms and Conditions. 

Issuer 

Legal Entity Identifier of the Issuer ("LEI")  

Website of the Issuer 

RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité 

969500JRJW0K2ET1UP76 

www.rte-france.com

Description Euro Medium Term Note Programme for the continuous offer of 

Notes (the "Programme"). 

Risk Factors There are certain factors that may affect the Issuer’s ability to 

fulfill its obligations under the Notes issued under the Programme. 

These are set out under "Risk Factors relating to the Issuer". In 

addition, there are certain factors which are material for the 

purpose of assessing the market risks associated with Notes issued 

under the Programme including general risks relating to the Notes 

and risks related to the structure of a particular issue of Notes. 

These are set out under "Risk Factors relating to the Notes". 

Arrangers Barclays Bank Ireland PLC and Société Générale 

Dealers Barclays Bank Ireland PLC 

BNP Paribas 

Crédit Industriel et Commercial S.A. 

Citigroup Global Markets Europe AG 

Crédit Agricole Corporate and Investment Bank 

HSBC Continental Europe 

MUFG Securities (Europe) N.V. 

Natixis 

NatWest Markets N.V. 

SMBC Nikko Capital Markets Europe GmbH 

Société Générale 

The Issuer may from time to time terminate the appointment of 

any dealer under the Programme or appoint additional dealers 

either in respect of one or more Tranches or in respect of the whole 

Programme. References in this Base Prospectus to "Permanent 

Dealers" are to the persons listed above as Dealers and to such 

additional persons that are appointed as dealers in respect of the 

whole Programme (and whose appointment has not been 

terminated) and to "Dealers" are to all Permanent Dealers and all 

persons appointed as a dealer in respect of one or more Tranches. 

The identity of the Dealer(s) in respect of a specific Tranche will 

be disclosed in the relevant Final Terms. 

http://www.rte-france.com/
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Programme Limit Up to Euro 12,000,000,000 (or the equivalent in other currencies 

at the date of issue) aggregate nominal amount of Notes 

outstanding at any one time. 

Any increase to this Programme limit will require the publication 

of a Supplement to the Base Prospectus and subject to compliance 

with the relevant provisions of the Amended and Restated Dealer 

Agreement. 

Fiscal Agent, Principal Paying Agent and Paris Paying 

Agent  

BNP Paribas Securities Services 

Method of Issue The Notes will be issued on a syndicated or non-syndicated basis. 

The Notes will be issued in series (each a "Series") having one or 

more issue dates and on terms otherwise identical (or identical 

other than in respect of the first payment of interest), the Notes of 

each Series being intended to be interchangeable with all other 

Notes of that Series. Each Series may be issued in tranches (each 

a "Tranche") on the same or different issue dates. The specific 

terms of each Tranche will be completed in the final terms 

(the "Final Terms"). 

Maturities Subject to compliance with all applicable relevant laws, 

regulations and directives, any maturity from one month from the 

date of original issue. 

Currencies Subject to compliance with all relevant laws, regulations and 

directives, Notes may be issued in any currency agreed between 

the Issuer and the relevant Dealers. 

Specified Denomination(s) The Notes will be issued in such denomination(s) as may be agreed 

between the Issuer and the relevant Dealer save that the minimum 

denomination of each Note admitted to trading on a regulated 

market in a Member State (a "Regulated Market") of the 

European Economic Area ("EEA") in circumstances which 

require the publication of a Base Prospectus under the Prospectus 

Regulation will be €100,000 (or, if the Notes are denominated in 

a currency other than euro, the equivalent amount in such currency 

at the issue date) or such other higher amount as may be allowed 

or required from time to time by the relevant central bank 

(or equivalent body) or any laws or regulations applicable to the 

relevant Specified Currency. 

Notes having a maturity of less than one year will constitute 

deposits for the purposes of the prohibition on accepting deposits 

contained in section 19 of the Financial Services and Markets Act 

2000, as amended, ("FSMA") unless they are issued to a limited 

class of professional investors and have a denomination of at least 

£100,000 or its equivalent. 

Dematerialised Notes will be issued in one denomination only. 

Status of the Notes The Notes will constitute direct, general, unconditional, unsecured 

(subject to the provisions of Condition 4) and unsubordinated 

obligations of the Issuer and will rank pari passu and without any 

preference among themselves and (subject to such exceptions as 

are from time to time mandatory under French law) equally and 
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rateably with all other present or future unsecured and 

unsubordinated obligations of the Issuer. 

Negative Pledge There will be a negative pledge as set out in Condition 4 — see 

"Terms and Conditions of the Notes — Negative Pledge". 

Events of Default (including cross default) There will be events of default (including a cross-default) as set 

out in Condition 9 — see "Terms and Conditions of the Notes — 

Events of Default". 

Redemption Amount The relevant Final Terms will specify the redemption amounts 

payable. Unless permitted by then current laws and regulations, 

Notes (including Notes denominated in Sterling) having a maturity 

of less than one year from the date of issue and in respect of which 

the issue proceeds are to be accepted by the Issuer in the United 

Kingdom or whose issue otherwise constitutes a contravention of 

section 19 of the FSMA must have a minimum redemption amount 

of £100,000 (or its equivalent in other currencies). 

Make-Whole Redemption by the Issuer If so specified in the relevant Final Terms, in respect of any issue 

of Notes, the Issuer will have the option to redeem the Notes, in 

whole or in part, at any time or from time to time, prior to their 

Maturity Date at their Optional Redemption Amount. 

Residual Maturity Call Option If so specified in the relevant Final Terms, in respect of any issue 

of Notes, the Issuer will have the option to redeem the Notes at 

par, in whole but not in part, at any time as from the residual 

maturity call option date, which shall be no earlier than (i) three 

months before the Maturity Date in respect of Notes having a 

maturity of not more than ten years or (ii) six months before the 

Maturity Date in respect of Notes having a maturity of more than 

ten years, until the Maturity Date. 

Clean-Up Call Option If a Clean-Up Call Option is specified in the relevant Final Terms 

and if at least 80 per cent. of the initial aggregate nominal amount 

of the Notes of the same Series have been redeemed or purchased 

and, in each case, cancelled, the Issuer may on giving not less than 

15 nor more than 30 calendar days’ notice to the Noteholders 

redeem the Notes, in whole but not in part, at their principal 

amount together with any interest accrued to but excluding the date 

set for redemption (as specified in the relevant Final Terms). 

Optional Redemption The Final Terms issued in respect of each issue of Notes will state 

whether such Notes may be redeemed prior to their stated maturity 

at the option of the Issuer (either in whole or in part) and/or the 

Noteholders and if so the terms applicable to such redemption. 

Early Redemption Except as provided in "Make-Whole Redemption by the Issuer" 

"Residual Maturity Call Option", "Clean-Up Call Option" and 

"Optional Redemption" above, Notes will be redeemable at the 

option of the Issuer prior to maturity only for tax reasons or 

illegality. See Condition 6 "Terms and Conditions of the Notes — 

Redemption, Purchase and Options". 

Taxation All payments of principal, interest and other revenues by or on 

behalf of the Issuer in respect of the Notes shall be made free and 

clear of, and without withholding or deduction for, any taxes, 

duties, assessments or governmental charges of whatever nature 

imposed, levied, collected, withheld or assessed by or within 
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France or any authority therein or thereof having power to tax, 

unless such withholding or deduction is required by law. In the 

event that any such withholding or deduction is made, the Issuer 

will, save in certain limited circumstances provided in Condition 

8 and to the fullest extent then permitted by law, be required to pay 

additional amounts to cover the amounts so deducted. 

See "Terms and Conditions of the Notes — Taxation". 

Interest Periods and Interest Rates The length of the interest periods for the Notes and the applicable 

interest rate or its method of calculation may differ from time to 

time or be constant for any Series. Notes may have a maximum 

interest rate, a minimum interest rate (deemed to be equal to 0), or 

both. The use of interest accrual periods permits the Notes to bear 

interest at different rates in the same interest period. All such 

information will be set out in the relevant Final Terms. 

Fixed Rate Notes Fixed interest will be payable in arrear on the date or dates in each 

year specified in the relevant Final Terms. 

Floating Rate Notes Floating Rate Notes will bear interest determined separately for 

each Series as follows: 

(i) on the same basis as the floating rate under a notional 

interest rate swap transaction in the relevant Specified 

Currency pursuant to the June 2013 Fédération Bancaire 

Française ("FBF") Master Agreement relating to 

transactions on forward financial instruments; or 

(ii) on the same basis as the floating rate under a notional 

interest rate swap transaction in the relevant Specified 

Currency governed by an agreement incorporating the 2006 

ISDA Definitions, as published by the International Swaps 

and Derivatives Association, Inc.; or 

(iii) by reference to LIBOR, EURIBOR, SONIA or €STR (or 

such other benchmark as may be specified in the relevant 

Final Terms),  

in each case plus or minus any applicable margin, if any, and 

calculated and payable as indicated in the relevant Final Terms. 

Floating Rate Notes may also have a maximum rate of interest, a 

minimum rate of interest or both. 

The minimum rate of interest, being the relevant rate of interest 

plus any relevant margin, shall be deemed to be zero. 

Where Linear Interpolation is specified in the relevant Final Terms 

in respect of an Interest Accrual Period, the Rate of Interest for 

such Interest Accrual Period shall be calculated by straight line 

linear interpolation by reference to two rates based on the relevant 

FBF Rate, the relevant Reference Rate or the relevant Floating 

Rate Option, as the case may be. 

In the event that a Benchmark Event occurs, such that any floating 

interest (or any component part thereof) cannot be determined by 

reference to the original benchmark or screen rate (as applicable) 

specified in the relevant Final Terms, then Independent Adviser 

may be permitted to substitute such benchmark and/or screen rate 
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(as applicable) with a successor, replacement or alternative 

benchmark and/or screen rate (with consequent amendment to the 

terms of such Series of Notes and, potentially, the application of 

an Adjustment Spread (which could be positive or negative)). 

Fixed/Floating Rate Notes: Fixed/Floating Rate Notes may bear interest at a rate (i) that the 

Issuer may elect to convert on the date set out in the Final Terms 

from a Fixed Rate to a Floating Rate, or from a Floating Rate to a 

Fixed Rate or (ii) that will automatically change from a Fixed Rate 

to a Floating Rate or from a Floating Rate to a Fixed Rate on the 

date set out in the Final Terms. 

Zero Coupon Notes Zero Coupon Notes (as defined in "Terms and Conditions of the 

Notes") may be issued at their nominal amount or at a discount to 

it and will not bear interest. 

Redenomination Notes issued in the currency of any Member State of the EU which 

will participate in the single currency of the European Economic 

and Monetary Union may be redenominated into Euro, all as more 

fully provided in "Terms and Conditions of the Notes — Form, 

Denomination, Title and Redenomination" below. 

Consolidation Notes of one Series may be consolidated with Notes of another 

Series as more fully provided in "Terms and Conditions of the 

Notes — Further Issues and Consolidation". 

Form of Notes Notes may be issued in either dematerialised form 

("Dematerialised Notes") or in materialised form ("Materialised

Notes"). 

Dematerialised Notes may, at the option of the Issuer, be issued in 

bearer dematerialised form (au porteur) or in registered 

dematerialised form (au nominatif) and, in such latter case, at the 

option of the relevant Noteholder, in either fully registered form 

(au nominatif pur) or administered registered form (au nominatif

administré). No physical documents of title will be issued in 

respect of Dematerialised Notes. See Condition 1 "Terms and 

Conditions" of the "Notes — Form, Denomination, Title and 

Redenomination". 

Materialised Notes will be in bearer materialised form 

("Materialised Bearer Notes") only. A Temporary Global 

Certificate will be issued initially in respect of each Tranche of 

Materialised Bearer Notes. Materialised Notes may only be issued 

outside France. 

Governing Law French law. 

Clearing Systems Euroclear France as central depositary in relation to 

Dematerialised Notes and, in relation to Materialised Notes, 

Clearstream Banking S.A. ("Clearstream") and Euroclear Bank 

SA/NV ("Euroclear") or any other clearing system that may be 

agreed between the Issuer, the Fiscal Agent and the relevant 

Dealer. 

Initial Delivery of Dematerialised Notes One Paris business day before the issue date of each Tranche of 

Dematerialised Notes, the lettre comptable (in relation to 

Dematerialised Notes issued on a syndicated basis) or the 

application form or the lettre comptable, as the case may be (in 



- 11 - 

relation to Dematerialised Notes issued on a non-syndicated basis) 

relating to such Tranche shall be deposited with Euroclear France 

as central depositary. 

Initial Delivery of Materialised Notes On or before the issue date for each Tranche of Materialised 

Bearer Notes, the Temporary Global Certificate issued in respect 

of such Tranche shall be deposited with a common depositary for 

Euroclear and Clearstream, or with any other clearing system or 

may be delivered outside any clearing system provided that the 

method of such delivery has been agreed in advance by the Issuer, 

the Fiscal Agent and the relevant Dealer. 

Issue Price Notes may be issued at their nominal amount or at a discount or 

premium to their nominal amount. 

Listing and Admission to trading Euronext Paris or as otherwise specified in the relevant Final 

Terms. As specified in the relevant Final Terms, a Series of Notes 

may or may not be admitted to trading. 

Representation of the Noteholders Noteholders will, in respect of all Tranches of the relevant Series, 

be grouped automatically for the defence of their common 

interests in a masse (the "Masse") which will be governed by the 

provisions of Articles L.228-46 et seq. of the French Code de 

commerce with the exception of Articles L.228-48, L.228-59, the 

second sentence of L.228-65 II, and R. 228-69 of the French Code 

de Commerce. 

The Masse will act in part through a representative 

(the "Representative") and in part through collective decisions of 

the Noteholders. The names and addresses of the Representative 

will 

be set out in the relevant Final Terms. The Representative 

appointed in respect of the first Tranche of any Series of the Notes 

will be the representative of the single Masse of all Tranches in 

such Series. 

Rating The Issuer has been assigned a long-term credit rating of "A" 

(stable outlook) by S&P Global Ratings Europe Limited. 

Notes issued under the Programme may be rated or unrated. Where 

a Tranche of Notes is rated, its rating will be specified in the 

relevant Final Terms. 

The relevant Final Terms will specify whether or not such credit 

ratings are issued by a credit rating agency established in the 

European Union and whether such credit rating agency is 

registered (or has applied for registration) under Regulation (EC) 

No 1060/2009 on credit rating agencies, as amended (the “CRA 

Regulation”) and is included in the list of credit rating agencies 

registered in accordance with the CRA Regulation, published by 

the ESMA on its website 

(https://www.esma.europa.eu/supervision/credit-rating-

agencies/risk).  

A rating is not a recommendation to buy, sell or hold securities and 

may be subject to suspension, change, or withdrawal at any time 

by the assigning rating agency. 

https://www.esma.europa.eu/supervision/credit-rating-agencies/risk
https://www.esma.europa.eu/supervision/credit-rating-agencies/risk
https://www.esma.europa.eu/supervision/credit-rating-agencies/risk
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Use of proceeds The net proceeds of the issue of the Notes will be applied by the 

Issuer for general corporate purposes. If in respect of any 

particular issue of Notes, there is a particular identified use of 

proceeds, this will be stated in the relevant Final Terms. 

Selling Restrictions There are restrictions on the offer and sale of Notes and the 

distribution of offering material in various jurisdictions (See 

"Subscription and Sale").  

The Notes constitute Category 2 securities for the purposes of 

Regulation S under the United States Securities Act of 1933, as 

amended, unless otherwise specified in the Final Terms. 

Materialised Notes will be issued in compliance with U.S. Treas. 

Reg. §1.163-5(c)(2)(i)(D) (the "D Rules") unless (i) the relevant 

Final Terms states that such Materialised Notes are issued in 

compliance with U.S. Treas. Reg. §1.163-5(c)(2)(i)(C) (the "C 

Rules") or (ii) such Materialised Notes are issued other than in 

compliance with the D Rules or the C Rules but in circumstances 

in which the Notes will not constitute "registration required 

obligations" under the United States Tax Equity and Fiscal 

Responsibility Act of 1982 ("TEFRA"), which circumstances will 

be referred to in the relevant Final Terms as a transaction to which 

TEFRA is not applicable. 

The TEFRA rules do not apply to any Dematerialised Notes. 
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RISK FACTORS 

The following are risk factors which the Issuer believes are specific to the Issuer, the RTE Group and/or the Notes and material 

for the purpose of assessing the principal risks which may impact its ability to fulfil its obligations under the Notes and/or 

associated with the Notes, and which prospective investors should be aware. 

In each category below the Issuer sets out the most material risks, in its assessment, taking into account the negative impact of 

such risks and the probability of their occurrence. The materiality of the risks has been assessed based on the probability of their 

occurrence and the expected magnitude of their negative impact on the Issuer. They are classified by importance (decreasing in 

magnitude). 

Additional risks not included in the risk factors below, e.g. because they are currently not material or not known by the Issuer, 

may result in material risks in the future. 

Furthermore, investors should be aware that the risks described may be combined and thus interrelated with one another. 

Prior to making an investment decision, prospective investors in the Notes should consider carefully all of the information 

contained and/or incorporated by reference in this Base Prospectus, including in particular the risk factors detailed below which 

the Issuer believes represent the principal risks relating to the Issuer and the Notes. Prospective investors should make their own 

independent evaluations of all risk factors and should also read the detailed information set out elsewhere in this Base Prospectus. 

Terms defined herein shall have the same meaning as in the Terms and Conditions of the Notes. 

I. RISK FACTORS RELATING TO THE ISSUER

1. Legal and regulatory risks

1.1 The Issuer's revenue is generated from activities subject to regulated tariffs, the level of which may have an impact 

on the Issuer's results 

The primary revenue source of the Issuer, which represents more than 85% of its consolidated revenues are tariffs 

charged by the Issuer for using the public electricity transmission network (Tarifs d'Utilisation des Réseaux Publics de 

Transport d'électricité or "TURPE"). 

The TURPE is calculated in compliance with Articles L. 341-1 et seq. of the French Energy Code (Code de l'énergie). 

In accordance with Article L.341-2 of the French Energy Code, tariffs for using the public transmission network are 

calculated in a non-discriminatory manner. Such calculation covers the total cost borne by the Issuer and includes those 

costs stemming from putting into practice its objectives and public service contracts which in turn guarantees the Issuer's 

solvency. 

Pursuant to Article L. 341-3 of the French Energy Code, the methodology used to establish the TURPE are set by the 

Commission de regulation de l'énergie (the "CRE") which also deliberates on tariff evolutions every four years. The 

CRE transmits its deliberations to the Ministers in charge of Energy and Economy relating to tariffs evolutions. These 

deliberations are published in the Official Journal of the French Republic (Journal officiel de la République française). 

In this respect, the deliberation dated 21 January 2021 in relation to TURPE for the period from August 2021to July 

2025 issued by the CRE (Délibération 2021-12 portant décision sur le tarif d'utilisation des réseaux publics de transport 

d’électricité (TURPE 6 HTB)). The deliberations will become effective on 1 August 2021 for a period of four years (i.e. 

until end of July 2025) (see "Description of the Issuer – 3. "RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité's main source of 

revenues: Tariffs for Using the Public Electricity Transmission Network (Tarifs d'Utilisation des Réseaux Publics de 

Transport d'électricité or "TURPE")" for more details on TURPE). 

The level of regulated tariffs and of the Issuer's revenue will therefore depend on the CRE's decisions relating to tariffs 

evolutions, taking into account the costs incurred by the Issuer (as provided under Article L. 341-2 of the French Energy 

Code), the energy policy guidelines (orientations de politique énergétique) indicated by the Ministers in charge of Energy 

and Economy and various incentive mechanisms (see "The level of regulated tariffs for using the for using the public 

electricity transmission network may include incentive mechanisms which may have an impact on the results of the 

Issuer" below). The TURPE also includes an "account to regulate costs and revenues" (Compte de Régulation des 

Charges et des Produits, or "CRCP"), the purpose of which is to adjust for discrepancies observed between the 

assumptions on which the tariff is based and actual figures for certain income and expense items that are considered to 
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be difficult to forecast and non-controllable. In the annual tariff evolution formula, the regulation account (CRCP) 

clearance is limited to +/- 2% per year during the relevant period. 

If the level of the TURPE, for any specific four-year period, is set at a level which does not allow the Issuer to finance 

its obligations relating public service commitments (such as the necessary capital expenditures to operate, develop and 

maintain the electricity transmission system), it may have an impact on the Issuer's profitability margins, rates of return 

on investments (or other financial ratios) and may affect its long term financial capacity to fulfil all or part of its payment 

obligations under the Notes. In addition, if the assumptions used by the CRE in the context of its methodology to set the 

TURPE for any specific four-years period are not confirmed during such period and therefore the Issuer incurs more 

costs than expected at the time the TURPE was set, the CRCP mechanism may be insufficient to cover the total cost 

borne by the Issuer for the relevant period (with a regulation account clearance limited to +/- 2% per year in the tariff 

evolution formula) which could deteriorate temporarily the financial position of the Issuer (until the TURPE is set for 

the next relevant period). 

In the context of the TURPE for the current period from August 2017 to July 2021 ("TURPE 5 Period"), annual tariff 

increase was set at +6.76 % on 1 August 2017 and was revised every year, and for the last time on 1st August 2020 

which led to a decrease of 1.08% (i.e. +0.92% for inflation rate and -2% in respect of CRCP). In relation to the TURPE 

for the period from 1st August 2021 to 31 July 2025 ("TURPE 6 Period"), annual tariff increase will be set at +1.09 % 

(a fixed rate of 0.49% and inflation rate of 0.6%) on 1 August 2021 and at 1.57% on average for each year (on the basis 

of an inflation assumption of 1.07% per year over the TURPE 6 Period). 

The TURPE will be revised each year in such a manner so as to cover the total costs borne by the Issuer in accordance 

with Article L.341-2 of the French Energy Code taking into account (i) the annual inflation rate and (ii) +/- 2% increase 

or decrease relating to the CRCP, and (iii) a fixed rate of 0.49%. 

1.2 The Issuer operates its transmission activities within the context of concessions governed by public law 

The Issuer is the public transmission system operator according to standard concession specifications (cahier des charges 

de la concession du réseau public de transport) which are currently being developed in accordance with a public 

transmission network concession agreement (contrat de concession du réseau public de transport) between the French 

State and RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité dated 30 October 2008 which contains general obligations of the Issuer 

in respect of the development, maintenance and operation of the public electricity transport network (see Description of 

the Issuer – 2.6 "Public transmission network concession (cahier des charges de concession du réseau public de 

transport)" for more details). 

These concession specifications could change in the future to contain obligations that are more restrictive for the Issuer, 

in particular, obligations of a financial nature, than the obligations that are currently applicable.  

The public transmission network concession will expire on 31 December 2051. No later than five years before the 

concession expiration date, RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité will request from the Minister in charge of the Energy 

sector a renewal of its concession. In addition, the French State could terminate the concession agreement due to a serious 

breach of the company’s contractual obligations (except in case of a force majeure event) and the RTE Group can give 

no assurance that in such a situation all of its liabilities would be covered. 

1.3 The Issuer's failure to comply with any applicable environmental, health and safety laws and regulations may 

cause the Issuer to incur liability or other damages that it might be required to compensate 

The Issuer must comply with increasingly restrictive environmental, health and safety laws and regulations that are the 

sources of costs. 

The Issuer's activities are subject to regulations for the protection of the environment and public health, which are 

increasingly numerous and restrictive. Most of these regulations apply each time a project is prepared or reviewed, and 

relate for example to public participation within different stages of the decision-making procedure, environmental impact 

assessment, conservation of protected species and habitats and various environmental authorisations under the French 

Environmental Code. 

Regarding public health, the main concern of the Issuer’s activities relates to the electromagnetic fields caused by the 
power transmission grid. With more and more research data available, it has become increasingly unlikely that exposure 
to electromagnetic fields constitutes a serious health hazard. Even though some uncertainty is still addressed, the original 
scientific discussion about the interpretation of controversial results has shifted to become a societal as well as political 
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issue. This concern is handled at international (World Health Organization), European (Council recommendation of 12 
July 1999 on the limitation of exposure of the general public to electromagnetic fields (0 Hz to 300 GHz) – 1999/519/EC) 
and national (arrêté du 17 mai 2001 fixant les conditions techniques auxquelles doivent satisfaire les distributions 
d'énergie électrique; instruction du 15 avril 2013 relative à l’urbanisme à proximité des lignes de transport d’électricité) 
levels. 

Regarding safety, the main concern of the Issuer’s activities relates to the practice of certain activities in proximity to 

the power transmission infrastructure. Water sports, open air leisure, fishing, agriculture, tree trimming, building 

activities may be restricted through dedicated public easement and public recommendations. Project and work 

declarations near utilities networks are also submitted to specific rules according to the Environmental Code. 

The Issuer has made and will continue to make significant capital and other expenditures to comply with applicable 

environmental, health and safety regulations. The Issuer is continuously required to incur expenditures to ensure that the 

installations that it operates comply with applicable legal, regulatory and administrative requirements. These 

expenditures, which are evidenced in the Public Service Contract (see Description of the Issuer – 2.4 "The Public service 

contract"), mainly relate to the protection of the land and biodiversity, to the strengthening of cooperation with local 

authorities, the promotion of research and development activities and towards the ISO 14001 environmental certification 

which the Issuer obtained in 2002. Any of the Issuer's operations, moreover, may, in the future, become subject to stricter 

laws and regulations, and correspondingly greater compliance expenditures. 

Such regulations could lead to potential liabilities if the related costs were not covered by the transmission tariff in spite 

of the principles resulting from Article L.341-2 of the French Energy Code. Other current and future regulations in the 

environmental and health areas may also have a material financial impact on the Issuer. 

1.4 The level of regulated tariffs for using the public electricity transmission network may include incentive 

mechanisms which may have an impact on the results of the Issuer 

In accordance with Article L. 341-3 of the French Energy Code, the CRE may include incentive mechanisms for the 

determination of any tariff evolution, the purpose of which is to encourage the Issuer to improve its performance in terms 

of quality of service provided, integrating the domestic and European electricity market, ensuring reliability of supplies 

and seeking productivity improvements. 

The TURPE for the TURPE 5 Period contains the following incentive mechanisms: (i) a bonus / penalty system on 

quality of supply based on two indicators, average outage duration and outage frequency, subject to a €45 million limit 

per annum, (ii) an incentive mechanism on investments not related to the public transmission network that enables the 

Issuer to retain, during the TURPE 5 Period, 100 per cent. of gains on capital costs (compared on the basis of reference 

costs), (iii) a bonus/penalty scheme on new interconnection investments which provides for additional revenues to the 

Issuer if certain requirements are met (social welfare of the asset, building cost, completion time, commercial flows) and 

which was first applied in the context of the Piemont-Savoie interconnection project, (iv) a bonus/penalty scheme with 

a reference budget for investments over €30 million, (v) a bonus/penalty scheme on price and volume of grid losses, and 

(vi) an incentive regulation on balancing reserves. The incentive on electricity interruption duration and frequency lead 

to a bonus of €1.2 million in 2018, a penalty of €0.7 million in 2019 and a bonus of €8.5 million in 2020. 

The TURPE for the TURPE 6 Period maintains the incentive mechanisms implemented in the context of TURPE 5 (with 

the exceptions of the bonus / penalty system on quality of supply based on average outage duration and outage frequency, 

reduction of the scope of the incentive mechanism for investments over €30 million) and introduces the following new 

mechanisms: (i) an incentive mechanism to control the costs of the electricity network projects outside major projects 

(i.e. projects for which costs are lower or equal to €30 million), (ii) an incentive mechanism to control and prioritise 

investment costs on the regulation period, (iii) an incentive mechanism on asset management expenses, (iv) an incentive 

regulation for costs of balancing reserves, (v) an incentive regulation for congestion costs, and (vi) an incentive to 

promote external innovation, capped at €10m/year. 

Although the Issuer has put in place an efficient risk management policy to meet the requirements or objectives set out 

in the above incentive mechanisms, such mechanisms may have a negative impact on the Issuer's financial performance 

if the Issuer fails to reach such objectives or to comply with the relevant requirements. 
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2. Macroeconomic risks 

The Issuer's activities fluctuate in accordance with economic cycles and general economic conditions 

The Issuer's activities fluctuate in accordance with the economic cycles and general economic conditions of the 

geographical regions in which it operates, particularly in France. Any economic slowdown in these regions would lead 

to a reduction in energy consumption, and, consequently, would have a negative impact on the demand for electricity. 

Any significant decrease of the electricity demand could negatively impact the revenues of the Issuer which could have 

a temporary adverse effect on the Issuer's activities and financial position over a specific TURPE period since the CRCP 

mechanism may be insufficient (with a regulation account clearance limited to +/ - 2% per year in the tariff evolution 

formula) to cover the loss of revenues incurred by the Issuer (until the TURPE is set for the next relevant period) as a 

result of such economic slowdown and decrease of electricity demand. 

3. Operational risks 

3.1 Widespread blackouts in France or in some French regions if they are attributable to the Issuer may have 

consequences for its activities and profits 

Italy, Great Britain, Denmark, Sweden and a large part of the United States and Canada experienced significant blackouts 

in 2003. The causes of these blackouts vary: local or regional imbalance between electricity generation and consumption, 

accidental interruption to the power supply, cascaded interruptions (more difficult to overcome in a market with cross 

border exchanges), interconnection problems at borders, lack of investment and difficulty in coordinating operators on 

an open market. 

On 4 November 2006, following an incident in the German network, a significant breakdown in the electricity supply 

involved several European countries. Nevertheless, a European "blackout" was avoided and the electricity supply 

breakdown lasted less than one hour in France. Prior to this, the most recent event of this kind last occurred in France in 

1978 where half of France suffered a power outage for approximately four hours. Several incidents have occurred in the 

south-east area in the past where the Issuer had difficulties to obtain authorisations to build new lines, e.g. 3 November 

2008 (power outage for 1.2 million consumers due to a thunderstorm), 31 July 2009 (power outage for 1.2 million 

consumers due to a forest fire), 21 December 2009 (power cut for 2 million consumers due to a technical incident). On 

27 and 28 February 2010, about 20 substations and 80 lines were out of service for several hours, as a consequence of 

the Xynthia storm. 

From 30 June to 4 July 2015, a heat wave in the North West of France caused damage to measurement transformers 

leading to power outages for about 80,0000 consumers. 

The Issuer may be, or may be found to be, responsible for a blackout and be required to pay penalties as provided the in 

public transmission network concession agreement (contrat de concession du réseau public de transport) between the 

French State and RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité dated 30 October 2008. These blackouts would therefore first 

have an impact on the Issuer's income and may also result in repair costs incurred by disrupted customers. Nevertheless, 

in some cases such blackouts may be recognised as being a consequence of a force majeure event which would limit the 

Issuer's responsibility. 

3.2 Risks relating to information systems 

The Issuer relies heavily on its telecommunications network and computer systems for the management of the electricity 

transmission network. Hardware and software used by the Issuer may be damaged by human error, natural disaster, 

power loss and other events. Depending on the nature of these events, safeguard measures (such as back-up systems and 

disaster recovery plan) may be insufficient or inadequate to prevent any IT system failures which could, in turn, 

potentially lead to long supply electricity interruption (more than three minutes) and blackouts. This may have a material 

adverse effect on the Issuer's business, financial condition and results of operations, including increased expenses and 

decreased revenues. 

Although the Issuer cyber security policy is implemented in close coordination with the national cyber security agency 

(i.e. the Agence nationale de sécurité des systèmes d’information), the Issuer's information systems may also be the target 

of external attacks or malicious acts of any kind which can have negative effects on the integrity of its IT systems and 

could potentially lead to long supply electricity interruption (more than three minutes) and blackouts. From 20 to 25 
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November 2012, the corporate web sites and mail servers hosted by the service providers of one of the German 

Transmission System Operators experienced a cyber-attack, although this did not create a threat to the security of supply.  

Finally, the Issuer is subject to the regulations governing the protection, collection and processing of personal data in the 

jurisdictions in which it operates. Such data could be damaged or lost, or removed, disclosed or processed (data breach) 

for purposes other than those authorised by the customer, including by unauthorised parties (such as third parties or 

employees). The possible destruction, damage or loss of customer, employee or third party data, as well as its removal, 

unauthorised processing or disclosure, could have a negative impact on the Issuer's reputation, and could subject the 

Issuer to liabilities, with consequent material adverse effect on its financial condition. 

3.3 Risks associated with climatic conditions 

Electricity consumption, and thus the volume of electricity transported by the Issuer, depends to some extent on climatic 

conditions. Accordingly, mild winters (where less heating is required) or cool summers (where there is reduced demand 

for air conditioning) result in decreased demand for electricity. The Issuer's annual results may therefore be temporarily 

affected by significant climatic variations. The Issuer's operating profits also reflect the seasonal character of demand 

for electricity, which is typically higher during the coldest months and when the nights are longer.  

In addition, the Issuer's activities could be significantly affected by the physical effects of climate change in terms of 

chronic effects, i.e. if climate change becomes more pronounced with a series of mild winter periods, the issuer's results 

could be affected by the corresponding decrease for electricity.  

Any significant decrease of the electricity demand resulting from climatic conditions could negatively impact the 

revenues of the Issuer which could have a temporary adverse effect on the Issuer's activities and financial position over 

a specific TURPE period since the CRCP mechanism may be insufficient (with a regulation account clearance limited 

to +/- 2% per year in the tariff evolution formula) to cover the loss of revenues incurred by the Issuer (until the TURPE 

is set for the next relevant period) as a result of such decrease of electricity demand. 

3.4 The occurrence of work-related illnesses and accidents cannot be excluded 

Although the Issuer considers that it is substantially compliant with the laws and regulations concerning health and safety 

in the different countries in which it operates, and has taken measures intended to ensure the health and safety of its 

employees and those of its subcontractors, the risk of work-related illnesses and accidents cannot be excluded.  

The Issuer's activities require repair work intervention on the high and very high voltage network with potentially 

significant risks for employees and service providers (risk of electric shock in particular). 

The occurrence of work-related illnesses or accidents may lead to lawsuits against the Issuer and the payment of damages, 

which may prove material. 

4. Financial risks 

In the course of its activities, the RTE Group is potentially exposed to financial risks: 

● interest rate risk: some of the indebtedness of the Issuer bears interest at variable rates, generally linked to 

market benchmarks (although as of 31 December 2020, 96% of the financial indebtedness of the Issuer bears 

interest at fixed rate). In addition, any increase in interest rates would increase its finance costs and increase 

the cost of refinancing existing indebtedness or obtaining new financing. Although the Issuer uses 

derivatives/hedges to actively manage the interest rate risk, these hedges could be insufficient to cover its risk 

in certain interest rate market conditions. If the Issuer cannot successfully minimise this risk, they could have 

a material adverse effect on business, financial condition and results of operations of the Issuer. Finally, any 

decrease of interest rates would increase the assessment of long term commitments in relation to pension (see 

"The Issuer may be required to satisfy significant obligations related to pensions and other employee benefits" 

below); 

● liquidity risk: low market liquidity can affect the Issuer’s access to financing sources, making the cost of 

resources excessive. In order to manage its liquidity risk, the Issuer has set up a French Negotiable European 

Commercial Paper (Neu CP) for a maximum amount of €1.5 billion and has entered into a €1.5 billion 

revolving credit facility (with a final maturity date on 21 June 2023) (see "Description of the Issuer - History 

and development of RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité" for further details on financings of the Issuer) 
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II. RISK FACTORS RELATING TO THE NOTES 

1. Risks relating to all Series of Notes

1.1 Credit risk 

An investment in the Notes involves a credit risk on the Issuer. As contemplated in Condition 3 (Status of the Notes), the 

Notes, and where applicable, any Coupons constitute direct, general, unconditional, unsecured (subject to the provisions 

of Condition 4) and unsubordinated obligations of the Issuer, benefiting from no direct recourse to any assets or 

guarantees. The value of the Notes will depend on the creditworthiness of the Issuer (as may be impacted by the risks 

related to the Issuer as described above). If the creditworthiness of the Issuer deteriorates, the potential impact on the 

Noteholders could be significant: a deterioration in creditworthiness could give rise to negative repercussions on the 

Noteholders because (i) the Issuer may not be able to fulfil all or part of its payment obligations under the Notes, (ii) the 

value of the Notes may decrease and (iii) investors may lose all or part of their investment. 

1.2 French insolvency law

As a société anonyme incorporated in France, French insolvency law applies to the Issuer. Under French insolvency law, 

holders of debt securities are automatically grouped into a single assembly of holders (the "Assembly") in case of the 

opening in France of a safeguard procedure (procédure de sauvegarde), accelerated safeguard procedure (procédure de 

sauvegarde accélérée), accelerated financial safeguard procedure (procédure de sauvegarde financière accélérée) or a 

judicial reorganisation procedure (procédure de redressement judiciaire) of the Issuer, in order to defend their common 

interests (to the extent creditors are consulted through the committee-based consultation process either (i) automatically 

 where the debtor  employs more than 150 people or has a turnover of more than €20 million or (i) upon the debtor’s or 

the administrator’s request and with the consent of the supervising judge in the case of debtors that do not meet the 

aforementioned thresholds). 

The Assembly comprises holders of all debt securities issued by the Issuer (including the Notes), whether or not under a 

debt issuance programme (such as a Euro Medium Term Notes programme) and regardless of their governing law and 

notwithstanding any other contrary clause. 

The Assembly deliberates on the draft safeguard plan (projet de plan de sauvegarde), draft accelerated safeguard plan 

(projet de plan de procédure de sauvegarde accélérée), draft accelerated financial safeguard plan (projet de plan de 

sauvegarde financière accélérée) or draft judicial reorganisation plan (projet de plan de redressement) applicable to the 

Issuer approved by the other creditors’ committees. 

The draft plan submitted to the Assembly: 

(i) must take into account subordination agreements entered into by the creditors before the opening of the proceedings; 

(ii) may reschedule, partially or totally write-off their receivables (unless the debt was incurred (i) during the conciliation 

procedure which resulted in an approved conciliation agreement (accord de conciliation homologué) and benefitted from 

the new money lien as provided for therein or (ii) as part of a previous safeguard or judicial reorganisation proceedings 

provided such debt benefits from the newly enacted safeguard/reorganisation lien1); 

(iii) may establish a differentiated treatment between holders of debt securities (including the Noteholders) if their 

difference of situations so justifies; and/or 

(iv) may provide for the conversion of debt securities (including the Notes) into shares or securities that give or may give 

right to share capital (such conversion requiring the relevant shareholder consent).  

Each member of the Assembly informs the court-appointed administrator of any agreement subjecting its vote to certain 

conditions or providing for the total or partial payment of its claim by a third party or of any subordination agreement. 

The court-appointed administrator can then modulate the voting rights of such a creditor and will submit to the creditor 

1 The safeguard/reorganisation lien was introduced by ordinance No. 2020-596 dated 20 May 2020, aiming at temporarily adapting pre-

insolvency and insolvency proceedings to the consequences of the COVID-19 situation and shall apply to proceedings initiated between 

22 May 2020 and 31 December 2021.There are other temporary COVID-19 related measures which will not be further detailed in this 

document.  
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the conditions of calculation of its voting rights. In case of disagreement on this calculation, both the creditor and the 

court-appointed administrator may bring the matter by way of summary proceedings before the president of the Court. 

The amounts of claims secured by a trust (fiducie) granted by the debtor do not give rise to voting rights. 

Decisions of the Assembly will be taken by a two-third (2/3) majority (calculated as a proportion of the amount  of debt 

securities held by the holders which have cast a vote at such Assembly or represented thereat). No quorum is required to 

hold the Assembly. The Noteholders whose rights are not modified by the proposed plan do not participate in the vote. 

Hence, the provisions relating to the Representation of the Noteholders described in the Terms and Conditions of  the 

Notes set out in this Base Prospectus will not be applicable with respect to the Assembly to the extent they conflict with 

compulsory insolvency law provisions that apply in these circumstances. 

The procedures, as described above or as they may be amended, could have an adverse impact on holders of the  Notes 

seeking repayment in the event that the Issuer or its subsidiaries were to be subject to French insolvency  proceedings. 

The French insolvency law principles described above (as they may be amended from time to time) could have an adverse 

impact on Noteholders seeking repayment in the event that the Issuer were to become insolvent. 

Directive (EU) 2019/1023 on preventive restructuring frameworks, on discharge of debt and disqualifications, and on 

measures to increase the efficiency of procedures concerning restructuring, insolvency and discharge of debt and 

amending Directive (EU) 2017/1132 dated 20 June 2019 (the "Restructuring Directive") must be implemented by 

Member States before 17 July 2021, subject to a maximum one year extension of the transposition period for Member 

States encountering particular difficulties in implementing the Restructuring Directive. In France, French law n°2019-

486 dated 22 May 2019 (known as the “Loi Pacte”) grants the French government 24 months to enact appropriate 

measures through ordinances for the implementation of the Restructuring Directive. French statute n° 2020-290 dated 

23 March 2020 has extended by four months the periods of time, which have not expired on 24 March 2020, during 

which the French government is entitled to enact measures that should be enacted by statute through ordinances. This 

extension applies to the transposition of the Restructuring Directive up until the expiry of the deadline provided under 

the Restructuring Directive. Depending on how it will be implemented into French law, it may modify French insolvency 

law described above and impact the situation of Noteholders in the event that the Issuer or its subsidiaries were to be 

subject to the relevant French insolvency proceedings. 

More specifically the Restructuring Directive is expected to impact the process of adoption of restructuring plans under 

insolvency proceedings. Creditors (including the Noteholders) will be treated in separate classes which reflect certain 

class formation criteria for the purpose of adopting a restructuring plan. Classes will be formed in such a way that each 

class comprises claims or interests with rights that are sufficiently similar to justify considering the members of the class 

a homogenous group with commonality of interest. As a minimum, secured and unsecured claims will be treated in 

separate classes for the purpose of adopting a restructuring plan. A restructuring plan will be deemed to be adopted by 

affected parties, provided that a majority in the amount of their claims or interests is obtained in each and every class 

(the required majorities will be laid down by Member States at not higher than 75% in the amount of claims or interests 

in each class, it being noted that Member States may require that in addition, a majority in number of affected parties be 

obtained in each class). If the restructuring plan is not approved by each and every class of affected parties, the plan may 

however be confirmed by a judicial or administrative authority by applying a cross-class cram-down, provided that 

certain conditions are satisfied. 

Therefore, when the Restructuring Directive is implemented into French law, it is expected that holders of notes 

(including the Noteholders) will no longer deliberate on the proposed restructuring plan in a separate assembly and 

accordingly they will no longer benefit from a specific veto power on this plan. Instead, as any other affected parties, 

holders of notes (including the Noteholders) will be grouped into one or several classes (with potentially other types of 

creditors) and their dissenting vote may possibly be overridden by a cross-class cram down. 

The commencement of insolvency proceedings against the Issuer would have a material adverse effect on the market 

value of Notes issued by the Issuer. Any decisions taken by the Assembly or a class of creditor, as the case may be, could 

substantially impact the Noteholders and even cause them to lose all or part of their investment, should they not be able 

to recover amounts due to them from the Issuer. 

1.3 Modification of the Terms and Conditions of the Notes 

Condition 11 (Representation of Noteholders) contains provisions for calling meetings of Noteholders or consulting 

them by way of Written Resolutions to consider matters affecting their interests generally. Subject to the provisions of 
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the Final Terms, the Noteholders will, in respect of all Tranches in any Series, be automatically grouped for the defence 

of their common interests in a Masse, as defined in Condition 11 (Representation of Noteholders). Noteholders can adopt 

measures either through a general meeting (the "General Meetings") or by consent following a Written Resolution.  

As set out in Condition 11 (Representation of Noteholders), the Terms and Conditions of the Notes permit defined 

majorities to bind all Noteholders including Noteholders who did not attend and vote at the relevant General Meeting, 

Noteholders who voted in a manner contrary to the majority or Noteholders who did not consent to a Written Resolution.  

It is possible that a majority of Noteholders could adopt measures through a General Meeting or by way of a Written 

Resolution that would modify the Terms and Conditions in a way that could impair or limit the rights of the Noteholders 

and this may have a negative impact on the market value of the Notes and hence investors may lose part of their 

investment. 

2. Risks related to the structure of a particular issue of Notes 

The Programme allows for different types of Notes to be issued. Accordingly, each Tranche of Notes may carry varying 

risks for potential investors depending on the specific features of such Notes such as, inter alia, the provisions for 

computation of periodic interest payments, if any, redemption and issue price. 

2.1 Change in market value of Fixed Rate Notes 

Condition 5(b) (Interest on Fixed Rate Notes) allows the Issuer to issue Notes that pay a fixed rate of interest to 

Noteholders. Investors in Fixed Rate Notes are exposed to the risk that changes in interest rates in the capital markets 

may adversely affect the market value of the Notes. Generally, prices of fixed interest rate bonds tend to fall when market 

interest rates rise and accordingly are subject to volatility. Therefore, the price of the Notes at any particular time may 

be lower than the purchase price for the Notes paid by the Noteholder. As a consequence, part of the capital invested by 

the Noteholder may be lost upon any transfer of the Notes, so that, in such case, the Noteholder would not receive the 

total amount of the capital invested. 

2.2 Investors will not be able to calculate in advance their rate of return on Floating Rate Notes  

The Terms and Conditions of the Notes allow the Issuer to issue Notes that pay a floating rate of interest to Noteholders 

(see Condition 5(c) (Interest on Floating Rate Notes). A key difference between Floating Rate Notes and Fixed Rate 

Notes is that interest income on Floating Rate Notes cannot be anticipated. Due to varying interest income, investors are 

not able to determine a definite yield of Floating Rate Notes at the time they purchase them, so that their return on 

investment cannot be compared with that of investments having longer fixed interest periods. If the Terms and Conditions 

of the Notes provide for frequent interest payment dates, investors are exposed to reinvestment risk if market interest 

rates decline. That is, investors may reinvest the interest income paid to them only at the relevant lower interest rates 

then prevailing. It is difficult to anticipate future market volatility in interest rates, but any such volatility may have a 

significant adverse effect on the yield of Floating Rate Notes and give rise to investment risk. In addition, the Issuer’s 

ability to also issue Fixed Rate Notes may affect the market value and the secondary market (if any) of the Floating Rate 

Notes (and vice versa). Should the reference rate be at any time negative, it could, notwithstanding the existence of the 

relevant margin, result in the actual floating rate, consisting in the reference rate and the relevant margin, be lower than 

the relevant margin, provided that in no event will the relevant Interest Amount be less than zero. 

Investment in Notes which bear interest at a floating rate comprise (i) a reference rate and (ii) usually a margin to be 

added or subtracted, as the case may be, from such reference rate. Typically, the relevant margin will not change 

throughout the life of the Notes but there might be periodic adjustments (as specified in the relevant Final Terms) of the 

reference rate (e.g., every three months or six months) which itself will change in accordance with general market 

conditions. Accordingly, the market value of Floating Rate Notes may be volatile if changes, particularly short-term 

changes, to market interest rates evidenced by the relevant reference rate can only be reflected in the interest rate of these 

Notes upon the next periodic adjustment of the relevant reference rate. As a result, Noteholders may lose all or part of 

their investments in the Notes and therefore their interests may be significantly negatively altered. 

2.3 The regulation and reform of "benchmarks" may adversely affect the value of Floating Rate Notes linked to or 

referencing such "benchmarks" 

Where, pursuant to Condition 5(c)(iii)(C)(1), the applicable Final Terms for a Series of Floating Rate Notes specify that 

the Rate of Interest for such Notes will be determined by reference to the London Interbank Offered Rate ("LIBOR"), 
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the Euro Interbank Offered Rate ("EURIBOR") and other indices which are deemed to be "benchmarks", investors 

should be aware that such "benchmarks" are the subject of recent national, international and other regulatory guidance 

and proposals for reform. Some of these reforms are already effective while others are still to be implemented. These 

reforms may cause such benchmarks to perform differently than in the past, or to disappear entirely, or have other 

consequences which cannot be predicted. Any such consequences could have a material adverse effect on any Notes 

linked to such a "benchmark". 

In particular, on 5 March 2021, the United Kingdom Financial Conduct Authority (the “FCA”) announced the future 

cessation or loss of representativeness of the 35 LIBOR benchmark settings published by ICE Benchmark Administration 

(“IBA”). In particular it announced that (i) the publication of 24 LIBOR settings (as detailed in the FCA announcement) 

will cease immediately after 31 December 2021, (ii) the publication of the overnight and 12-month U.S. dollar LIBOR 

settings will cease immediately after 30 June 2023, (iii) immediately after 31 December 2021, the 1-month, 3-month and 

6-month Japanese yen LIBOR settings and the 1-month, 3-month and 6-month sterling LIBOR settings will no longer 

be representative of the underlying market and economic reality that they are intended to measure and representativeness 

will not be restored (and the FCA will consult on requiring the IBA to continue to publish the three remaining sterling 

LIBOR settings for a further period after end-2021 on a synthetic basis and the 1-month, 3-month and 6-month Japanese 

yen LIBOR settings after end-2021 on a synthetic basis for one additional year) and (iv) immediately after 30 June 2023, 

the 1-month, 3-month and 6-month U.S. dollar LIBOR settings will no longer be representative of the underlying market 

and economic reality that they are intended to measure and representativeness will not be restored (and the FCA will 

consider the case for using its proposed powers to require IBA to continue publishing these settings on a synthetic basis, 

for a further period after end-June 2023 taking into account views and evidence from the US authorities and other 

stakeholders). 

Regulation (EU) 2016/1011 (the "Benchmarks Regulation") (i) requires benchmark administrators to be authorised or 

registered (or, if non-EU based, to be subject to an equivalent regime or otherwise recognised or endorsed) and (ii) 

prevents certain uses by EU supervised entities of "benchmarks" of administrators that are not authorised or registered 

(or, if non-EU based, not deemed equivalent or recognised or endorsed). Under Article 51 of the Benchmarks Regulation, 

an index provider may continue to provide an existing benchmark that has been recognised as a critical benchmark, or 

an  existing benchmark that has been recognised as a critical benchmark may be used for existing and new financial 

instruments until 31 December 2021. The use in the EU by supervised entities of a third-country benchmark is permitted 

for financial instruments, financial contracts and measurements of the performance of an investment fund that already 

reference that benchmark or which add a reference to such benchmark before 31 December 2023. The Commission is 

empowered to further extend this period until the end of 2025, if necessary. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of Condition 5(c)(iii)(E) (Benchmark discontinuation), the Benchmarks Regulation 

could have a material impact on any Notes referencing a benchmark, in particular if the methodology or other terms of 

the relevant benchmark are changed in order to comply with the requirements of the Benchmarks Regulation. Such 

changes could, among other things, have the effect of reducing or increasing the rate or level or otherwise affecting the 

volatility of the published rate or level of the relevant benchmark. More broadly, any of the international or national 

reforms, or the general increased regulatory scrutiny of benchmarks, could increase the costs and risks of administering 

or otherwise participating in the setting of a "benchmark" and complying with any such regulations or requirements. 

Such factors may have the following effects on certain  benchmarks (including EURIBOR, LIBOR, €STR and SONIA): 

(i) discourage market participants from continuing to administer or contribute to certain benchmarks; (ii) trigger changes 

in the rules or methodologies used in certain benchmarks or (iii) lead to the disappearance of certain benchmarks. Any 

of the above changes or any other consequential changes as a result of international or national reforms or other initiatives 

or investigations, could have a material adverse effect on the value of and return on any Floating Rate Notes linked to or 

referencing a benchmark. 

If a benchmark were discontinued or otherwise unavailable, the rate of interest on Floating Rate Notes which are linked 

to or which reference such benchmark will be determined for the relevant period by the fallback provisions applicable 

to such Floating Rate Notes (please refer to "2.4 - Risks related to fallbacks to a Successor Rate or an Alternative Rate" 

below). However, such fallback provisions may be deviated from if deemed unsuitable by the Commission or the relevant 

national authority, as further explained below. 

The Benchmarks Regulation, as amended by Regulation (EU) 2021/168 of the European Parliament and of the Council 

of 10 February 2021 (the "Amending Regulation"), introduces a harmonised approach to deal with the cessation or 

wind-down of certain benchmarks by conferring the power to designate a statutory replacement for certain benchmarks 

on the Commission or the relevant national authority, such replacement being limited to contracts and financial 

instruments that have not been renegotiated before the date of cessation of the relevant benchmarks and contain either 
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no contractual replacement (or so-called "fallback provision") or a fallback provision which is deemed unsuitable by the 

European Commission or competent national authorities pursuant to Article 23b of the Benchmarks Regulation. These 

provisions could have a negative impact on the value or liquidity of, or return on, certain Notes issued under the 

Programme referencing such benchmark in the event that the fallback provisions in the Terms and Conditions of the 

Notes are deemed unsuitable. However, there are still uncertainties about the exact implementation of this provision 

pending the implementing acts of the European Commission. In addition, the Amending Regulation extended the 

transitional provisions applicable to third-country benchmarks until the end of 2023 and empowered the European 

Commission to further extend this transitional period until the end of 2025, if necessary. Such developments may create 

uncertainty regarding any future legislative or regulatory requirements arising from the implementation of delegated 

regulations. 

Any of the above changes or any other consequential changes as a result of international, national or other proposals for 

reform or other initiatives or investigations, could have a material adverse effect on the value of and return on any Notes 

linked to a "benchmark". 

2.4 Risks related to fallbacks to a Successor Rate or an Alternative Rate  

Where Screen Rate Determination is specified as the manner in which the Rate of Interest in respect of Floating Rate 

Notes is to be determined, Condition 5(c)(iii)(E) provides for certain fallback arrangements in the event that a Benchmark 

Event occurs, including if an Original Reference Rate becomes unavailable, or if the Issuer, the Calculation Agent, any 

Paying Agent or any other party responsible for the calculation of the Rate of Interest (as specified in the applicable Final 

Terms) are no longer permitted lawfully to calculate interest on any Floating Rate Notes by reference to such an Original 

Reference Rate under the Benchmarks Regulation or otherwise.  

Such fallback arrangements include the possibility that the Rate of Interest could be set by reference to a Successor Rate 

or an Alternative Rate, with or without the application of an Adjustment Spread and may include amendments to the 

Conditions of the Notes to ensure the proper operation of the successor or replacement benchmark, all as determined by 

an Independent Adviser and without consent of the Noteholders. An Adjustment Spread, if applied, could be positive or 

negative and would be applied with a view to reducing or eliminating, to the fullest extent reasonably practicable in the 

circumstances, any economic prejudice or benefit (as applicable) to investors arising out of the replacement of an Original 

Reference Rate. However, it may not be possible to determine or apply an Adjustment Spread and even if an adjustment 

is applied, such Adjustment Spread may not effectively reduce or eliminate economic prejudice to investors. If no 

Adjustment Spread can be determined, a Successor Rate or Alternative Rate may nonetheless be used to determine the 

Rate of Interest. The use of a Successor Rate or Alternative Rate (including with the application of an Adjustment Spread) 

may still result in any Floating Rate Notes linked to or referencing to an Original Reference Rate performing differently 

(which may include payment of a lower Rate of Interest) than they would if the Original Reference Rate were to continue 

to apply in its current form. This could in turn impact the rate of interest on, and market value of, the affected Floating 

Rate Notes. Moreover, any holders of such Floating Rate Notes that enter into hedging instruments based on the Relevant 

Screen Page may find their hedges to be ineffective, and they may incur costs replacing such hedges with instruments 

tied to the Successor Rate or Alternative Rate.  

The Successor Rates or Alternative Rates may have no or very limited trading history and accordingly their general 

evolution and/or interaction with other relevant market forces or elements may be difficult to determine or measure. This 

could significantly affect the performance of an alternative rate compared to the historical and expected performance the 

relevant benchmark.  

If, following the occurrence of a Benchmark Event, no Successor Rate or Alternative Rate is determined, the ultimate 

fallback for the purposes of calculation of the Rate of Interest for a particular Interest Accrual Period may result in the 

Rate of Interest for the last preceding Interest Accrual Period being used. This may result in the effective application of 

a fixed rate for Floating Rate Notes based on the rate which was last observed on the Relevant Screen Page. Subject to 

the right for the Issuer to re-apply, at any time, the provisions regarding the determination of a Successor Rate or 

Alternative Rate, the effective conversion into Fixed Rate Notes may affect the secondary market and the market value 

of the Floating Rate Notes as the fixed rate may be lower than the rates usually applicable to such Floating Rate Notes. 

In the event of the application of a fixed rate of interest, the Noteholders would not be able to benefit from any potentially 

favourable prevailing market conditions. 

Due to the uncertainty concerning the availability of Successor Rates and Alternative Rates, the involvement of an 

Independent Adviser and the potential for further regulatory developments, there is a risk that the relevant fallback 

provisions may not operate as intended at the relevant time. 
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Any such consequences could have a significant adverse effect on the market value of and return on any such Floating 

Rate Notes. 

Any of the above matters or any other significant change to the setting or existence of any relevant rate could affect the 

ability of the Issuer to meet its obligations under the Floating Rate Notes linked to or referencing a "benchmark" or could 

have a material adverse effect on the market value or liquidity of, and the amount payable under, the Floating Rate Notes 

linked to or referencing a "benchmark". Investors should note that, the Independent Adviser will have discretion to adjust 

the relevant Successor Rate or Alternative Rate (as applicable) in the circumstances described above. Any such 

adjustment could have unexpected consequences and there can be no assurance that, due to the particular circumstances 

of each Noteholder, any such adjustment will be favourable to each Noteholder. 

Investors should consider all of these matters when making their investment decision with respect to the relevant Floating 

Rate Notes linked to or referencing such "benchmarks" because of the occurrence of a Benchmark Event could result in 

the loss of a portion of the principal amount invested in the relevant Floating Rate Notes. 

2.5 Risks related to Floating Rate Notes which are linked to SONIA or €STR 

The market continues to develop in relation to risk free rates, such as the Euro short term rate ("€STR") and the Sterling 

Overnight Index Average ("SONIA"), as reference rates in the capital markets for euro, sterling or U.S. dollar bonds, as 

applicable, and their adoption as alternatives to the relevant interbank offered rates. The market or a significant part 

thereof may adopt an application of risk free rates that differs significantly from that set out in the Terms and Conditions 

and used in relation to Floating Rate Notes that reference a risk free rate issued under this Base Prospectus. The Issuer 

may in the future issue notes referencing €STR or SONIA in a way that differs materially in terms of interest 

determination when compared with any previous notes issued by the Issuer referencing €STR or SONIA.  

The nascent development of the use of €STR or SONIA as interest reference rates for bond markets, as well as continued 

development of €STR-, or SONIA- based rates for such markets and of the market infrastructure for adopting such rates, 

could result in reduced liquidity or increased volatility or could otherwise affect the market price of the Floating Rate 

Notes. 

Interest on Floating Rate Notes which reference a risk free rate is only capable of being determined shortly prior to the 

relevant Interest Payment Date. It may be difficult for investors in Floating Rate Notes which reference such risk free 

rates to reliably estimate the amount of interest which will be payable on such Floating Rate Notes. 

In addition, as €STR is published by the European Central Bank and SONIA is published by the Bank of England, the 

Issuer has no control over their determination, calculation or publication. €STR or SONIA may be discontinued or 

fundamentally altered in a manner that is materially adverse to the interests of Noteholders. 

The mismatch between the adoption of such reference rates in the bond, loan and derivatives markets may impact any 

hedging or other financial arrangements which they may put in place in connection with any acquisition, holding or 

disposal of any Floating Rate Notes. 

2.6 If the Notes include a feature to convert the interest basis from a fixed rate to a floating rate, or vice versa, this may 

affect the secondary market and the market value of the Notes concerned 

Condition 5(e) (Fixed/Floating Rate Notes) allows the Issuer to issue Notes that bear interest at a rate that converts from 

a fixed rate to a floating rate, or from a floating rate to a fixed rate. The Issuer’s ability to convert the interest basis, and 

any conversion of the interest basis, may affect the secondary market in, and the market value of, such Notes as the Issuer 

may be expected to convert the rate when it is likely to produce a lower overall cost of borrowing; Therefore, the change 

of interest basis may result in a lower interest return for Noteholders. If the Notes convert from a fixed rate to a floating 

rate, the spread on the Fixed/Floating Rate Notes may be less favourable than then prevailing spreads on comparable 

Floating Rate Notes tied to the same reference rate. In addition, the new floating rate at any time may be lower than the 

rates on other Notes. If the Notes convert from a floating rate to a fixed rate, the fixed rate may be lower than then 

prevailing rates on those Notes and could affect the market value of an investment in the relevant Notes.  

Investors should also note the risks set out above in relation to Fixed Rate Notes and Floating Rate Notes. 
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2.7 Zero Coupon Notes  

Condition 5(d) (Zero Coupon Notes) allows the Issuer to issue Zero Coupon Notes. Changes in market interest rates have 

a substantially stronger impact on the price of Zero Coupon Notes than on the price of ordinary Notes because the 

discounted issue prices are substantially below par. If market interest rates increase, Zero Coupon Notes can suffer higher 

price losses than other Notes having the same maturity and credit rating. Due to their leverage effect, Zero Coupon Notes 

are a type of investment associated with a particularly high price risk. Therefore, in similar market conditions the holders 

of Zero Coupon Notes could be subject to higher losses on their investments than the holders of other instruments such 

as Fixed Rate Notes or Floating Rate Notes. It is difficult to anticipate future market volatility in interest rates, but any 

such volatility may have a significant adverse effect on the value of the Notes and Noteholders may, as a result, lose all 

or part of their investment in the Notes. 

3. Early redemption risks 

3.1 The Notes may be redeemed for tax reasons prior to maturity. 

In the event that, pursuant to Condition 8 (Taxation), the Issuer is obliged to pay additional amounts in respect of any 

Notes due to any withholding or deduction for or on account of, any present or future taxes, duties of whatever nature 

imposed or levied, by or on behalf of the Republic of France or any political subdivision or any authority thereof or 

therein having power to tax, the Issuer may, and in certain circumstances will be obliged to, redeem all outstanding Notes 

in accordance with Condition 6(h) (Redemption for Taxation Reasons). Such early redemption may adversely affect the 

holders of the Notes as investors may be exposed to risks connected to the reinvestment of cash proceeds from the early 

redemption of their Notes. As a consequence, Noteholders may lose all or part of their investment in the Notes. 

3.2 Any early redemption at the option of the Issuer, if provided for in any Final Terms relating to a particular issue of 

Notes, could cause the yield anticipated by Noteholders to be considerably less than anticipated. 

The Final Terms for a particular issue of Notes may provide for early redemption at the option of the Issuer (including 

the Clean-Up Call Option as provided in Condition 6(f) (Clean-Up Call Option), the Residual Maturity Call Option as 

provided in Condition 6(d) (Residual Maturity Call Option) and the Make-Whole Redemption as provided in Condition 

6(b) (Make-Whole Redemption by the Issuer) by the Issuer. If the market interest rates decrease, the risk to Noteholders 

that the Issuer will exercise its right of redemption increases. As a consequence, the yields received upon redemption 

may be lower than expected, and the redeemed face amount of the Notes may be lower than the purchase price for the 

Notes paid by the Noteholder. As a consequence, part of the capital invested by the Noteholder may be lost, so that the 

Noteholder in such case would not receive the total amount of the capital invested. In addition, investors that choose to 

reinvest monies they receive through an early redemption may be able to do so only in securities with a lower yield than 

the redeemed Notes.  

In addition, if a Residual Maturity Call Option is specified in the relevant Final Terms, the Issuer may redeem the Notes, 

in whole but not in part, at par together with interest accrued to, but excluding, the date fixed for redemption, at any time 

during the period starting on (and including) the Residual Maturity Call Option Date (as defined in the Terms and 

Conditions of the Notes) and ending on (but excluding) the Maturity Date. During a period when the Issuer may elect, 

or has elected, to redeem Notes, such Notes may feature a market value not substantially above the price at which they 

can be redeemed.  

Finally, for a particular issue of Notes which includes a Clean-Up Call Option, there is no obligation under the Terms 

and Conditions of the Notes for the Issuer to inform investors if and when the threshold of 80 per cent. of the initial 

aggregate nominal amount of a particular Series of Notes has been reached, and the Issuer’s right to redeem the Notes, 

in whole but not in part, will exist notwithstanding that immediately prior to the serving of a notice in respect of the 

exercise of the Clean-Up Call Option, the Notes may have been trading significantly above par, thus potentially resulting 

in a loss of capital invested. 

All of the above may reduce the profits potential investors in the Notes may have expected in subscribing the Notes and 

could have significant impact on Noteholders. 

All of the above may reduce the profits potential investors in the Notes may have expected in subscribing the Notes and 

could have significant impact on the Noteholders and part of the capital invested by the Noteholder may be lost, so that 

the Noteholder in such case would not receive the total amount of the capital invested. However, the redeemed face 
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amount of the Notes may not be below par. In addition, investors that choose to reinvest monies they receive through an 

early redemption may be able to do so only in securities with a lower yield than such redeemed Notes. 

3.3 Partial redemption of Notes at the option of the Issuer or at the option of the Noteholders may make the market 

illiquid. 

Depending on the number of Notes of the same Series in respect of which a partial redemption of the Notes at the option 

of the Issuer pursuant to Condition 6(c) (Redemption at the Option of the Issuer and Partial Redemption) or at the option 

of the Noteholders pursuant to Condition 6(e) (Redemption at the Option of Noteholders) is made, any trading market in 

respect of those Notes in respect of which such option is not exercised may become illiquid which, depending on the 

extent of the illiquidity, may have a direct and significant impact on any remaining Noteholders seeking to dispose of 

their Notes. 

The Issuer has the option to exercise the Make-Whole Redemption pursuant Condition 6(b) (Make-Whole Redemption 

by the Issuer) in part in respect of certain Notes of a particular Series only. Depending on the number of Notes of the 

same Series in respect of which such option is not exercised, any trading market in respect of these remaining Notes may 

become illiquid and Noteholders may lose part of their investment. 

4. Risks related to the market generally 

4.1 No active secondary/trading market for the Notes

Notes issued under the Programme will be new securities which may not be widely distributed and for which there may 

be no active trading market. If the Notes are traded after their initial issuance, they may trade at a discount to their initial 

offering price, depending upon prevailing interest rates, the market for similar securities, general economic conditions 

and the financial condition of the Issuer. Although particular series of Notes may specify that they are expected to be 

admitted to trading on Euronext Paris and/or any other Regulated Market in the EEA (as the case may be and if a request 

for the notification of a certificate of approval has been made), there is no assurance, that any particular Tranche of Notes 

will be so admitted or that an active trading market will develop.  

In addition, certain Notes may be designed for specific investment objectives or strategies and therefore may have a 

more limited secondary market and experience more price volatility than conventional debt securities. 

Investors may not be able to sell Notes readily or at prices that will enable investors to realise their anticipated yield and, 

as a result, investors could lose all or part of their investment in the Notes. Furthermore, the secondary market for 

securities is currently experiencing significantly reduced liquidity, which could limit investors' ability to resell Notes and 

adversely affect the price of Notes. 

4.2 Market value of the Notes

The market value of the Notes will be affected by the creditworthiness of the Issuer (as at the date of this Base Prospectus, 

the Issuer is rated A (stable outlook) by S&P Global Ratings Europe Limited) and a number of additional factors, 

including, but not limited to, the volatility of market interest and yield rates and the time remaining to the maturity date. 

The value of the Notes depends on a number of interrelated factors, including economic, financial and political events 

in France or elsewhere, including factors affecting capital markets generally and the stock exchanges on which the Notes 

are traded. The price at which a Noteholder will be able to sell the Notes prior to maturity may be at a discount, which 

could be substantial, from the issue price or the purchase price paid by such Noteholder and result in losing all or part of 

their investment in the Notes. 

4.3 Currency risk (exchange rates and exchange controls)

The Programme allows for Notes to be issued in a range of currencies. The Issuer will pay principal and interest on the 

Notes issued under the Programme in the specified currency (the "Specified Currency"). This presents certain risks 

relating to currency conversions if an investor's financial activities are denominated principally in a currency or currency 

unit (the "Investor's Currency") other than the Specified Currency. These include the risk that exchange rates may 

significantly change (including changes due to devaluation of the Specified Currency or revaluation of the Investor's 

Currency) and the risk that authorities with jurisdiction over the Investor's Currency may impose or modify exchange 

controls. An appreciation in the value of the Investor's Currency relative to the Specified Currency would decrease (1) the 
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Investor's Currency-equivalent yield on the Notes, (2) the Investor's Currency-equivalent value of the principal payable 

on the Notes and (3) the Investor's Currency-equivalent market value of the Notes. 

Appreciation in the value of the Investor's Currency relative to the value of the Specified Currency would result in a 

decrease in the Investor's Currency-equivalent yield on a Note denominated, or the principal of or return on which is 

payable, in such Specified Currency, in the Investor's Currency-equivalent value of the principal of such Note payable 

at maturity (if any) and generally in the Investor's Currency-equivalent market value of such Note. In addition, depending 

on the specific terms of a Note denominated in, or the payment of which is determined by reference to the value of, one 

or more Specified Currencies (other than solely the Investor's Currency), indices (including exchange rates and swap 

indices between currencies or currency units) or formulas, fluctuations in exchange rates relating to any of the currencies 

or currency units involved could result in a decrease in the effective yield on such Note and, in certain circumstances, 

could result in a loss of all or a substantial portion of the principal of such Note to the investor. 

Government and monetary authorities may impose (as some have done in the past) exchange controls that could 

adversely affect an applicable exchange rate. As a result, investors may receive less interest or principal than expected, 

or no interest or principal. 
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DOCUMENTS INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE 

This Base Prospectus should be read and construed in conjunction with the following information, all of which have been 

previously or simultaneously filed with the AMF and which are incorporated by reference in, and shall be deemed to form part of, 

this Base Prospectus: 

(a) sections referred to in the table below included in the 2020 Rapport de gestion - Comptes consolidés, in the French 

language, which contains the audited consolidated annual financial statements of the Issuer for the financial year ended 

31 December 2020 and the related statutory auditors’ report (the "2020 Financial Report") (https://www.rte-

france.com/rapport-gestion-2020); 

(b) sections referred to in the table below included in the 2019 Rapport de gestion - Comptes consolidés, in the French 

language, which contains the audited consolidated annual financial statements of the Issuer for the financial year ended 

31 December 2019 and the related statutory auditors’ report (the "2019 Financial Report") (https://www.rte-

france.com/rapport-gestion-2019); 

(c) the terms and conditions of the Notes contained in the base prospectus of the Issuer dated 26 June 2020 (the "EMTN 

2020 Conditions"); 

(d) the terms and conditions of the Notes contained in the base prospectus of the Issuer dated 7 June 2019 (the "EMTN 

2019 Conditions"); 

(e) the terms and conditions of the Notes contained in the base prospectus of the Issuer dated 6 June 2018 (the "EMTN 

2018 Conditions"); 

(f) the terms and conditions of the Notes contained in the base prospectus of the Issuer dated 19 May 2017 (the "EMTN 

2017 Conditions"); 

(g) the terms and conditions of the Notes contained in the base prospectus of the Issuer dated 7 May 2015 (the "EMTN 

2015 Conditions"); 

(h) the terms and conditions of the Notes contained in the base prospectus of the Issuer dated 16 May 2014 (the "EMTN 

2014 Conditions"); 

(i) the terms and conditions of the Notes contained in the base prospectus of the Issuer dated 16 May 2013 (the "EMTN 

2013 Conditions"); and 

(j) the terms and conditions of the Notes contained in the base prospectus of the Issuer dated 3 May 2010 (the "EMTN 

2010 Conditions" and together with the EMTN 2013 Conditions, the EMTN 2014 Conditions, the EMTN 2015 

Conditions, the EMTN 2017 Conditions, the EMTN 2018 Conditions, the EMTN 2019 Conditions and the EMTN 2020 

Conditions, the "EMTN Previous Conditions"),  

save that any statement contained in this Base Prospectus or in a document which is incorporated by reference herein shall be 

deemed to be modified or superseded for the purpose of this Base Prospectus to the extent that a statement contained in any 

document which is subsequently incorporated by reference herein by way of a supplement prepared in accordance with Article 23 

of the Prospectus Regulation modifies or supersedes such earlier statement (whether expressly, by implication or otherwise). Any 

statement so modified or superseded shall not be deemed, except as so modified or superseded, to constitute a part of this Base 

Prospectus. 

In accordance with Article 19 of the Prospectus Regulation, any information contained in any of the documents specified above 

which is not incorporated by reference in this Base Prospectus is either not relevant to investors or is covered elsewhere in this 

Base Prospectus. 

Other than in relation to the documents which are deemed to be incorporated by reference, the information on the websites to 

which this Base Prospectus refers are for information purposes only, do not form part of this Base Prospectus and have not been 

scrutinised or approved by the AMF. 

For the avoidance of doubt, "N/A" in the cross-reference table below means that the information is not relevant for the purposes 

of Annex VII of the Commission Delegated Regulation. Items of such Annex VII of the Commission Delegated Regulation which 

are not listed in the cross-reference table below are included elsewhere in this Base Prospectus. 

https://www.rte-france.com/rapport-gestion-2020
https://www.rte-france.com/rapport-gestion-2020
https://www.rte-france.com/rapport-gestion-2019
https://www.rte-france.com/rapport-gestion-2019
https://assets.rte-france.com/prod/public/2020-06/Euro%20Medium%20Term%20Note%20Programme%20%E2%80%93%20Base%20Prospectus%20juin%202020.pdf
https://assets.rte-france.com/prod/public/2020-06/Euro%20Medium%20Term%20Note%20Programme%20%E2%80%93%20Base%20Prospectus%20juin%202020.pdf
https://assets.rte-france.com/prod/public/2020-06/Euro%20Medium%20Term%20Note%20Programme%20%E2%80%93%20Base%20Prospectus%20juin%202019_0.pdf
https://assets.rte-france.com/prod/public/2020-06/Euro%20Medium%20Term%20Note%20Programme%20%E2%80%93%20Base%20Prospectus%20juin%202019_0.pdf
https://assets.rte-france.com/prod/public/2020-06/Euro%20Medium%20Term%20Note%20Programme%20%E2%80%93%20Base%20Prospectus%20juin%202018.pdf
https://assets.rte-france.com/prod/public/2020-06/Euro%20Medium%20Term%20Note%20Programme%20%E2%80%93%20Base%20Prospectus%20juin%202018.pdf
https://assets.rte-france.com/prod/public/2020-06/Euro%20Medium%20Term%20Note%20Programme%20%E2%80%93%20Base%20Prospectus%20mai%202017.pdf
https://assets.rte-france.com/prod/public/2020-06/Euro%20Medium%20Term%20Note%20Programme%20%E2%80%93%20Base%20Prospectus%20mai%202017.pdf
https://assets.rte-france.com/prod/public/2020-06/Euro%20Medium%20Term%20Note%20Programme%20%E2%80%93%20Base%20Prospectus%20mai%202015.pdf
https://assets.rte-france.com/prod/public/2020-06/Euro%20Medium%20Term%20Note%20Programme%20%E2%80%93%20Base%20Prospectus%20mai%202015.pdf
https://assets.rte-france.com/prod/public/2020-06/Euro%20Medium%20Term%20Note%20Programme%20%E2%80%93%20Base%20Prospectus%20mai%202014.pdf
https://assets.rte-france.com/prod/public/2020-06/Euro%20Medium%20Term%20Note%20Programme%20%E2%80%93%20Base%20Prospectus%20mai%202014.pdf
https://assets.rte-france.com/prod/public/2020-06/Euro%20Medium%20Term%20Note%20Programme%20%E2%80%93%20Base%20Prospectus%20mai%202013.pdf
https://assets.rte-france.com/prod/public/2020-06/Euro%20Medium%20Term%20Note%20Programme%20%E2%80%93%20Base%20Prospectus%20mai%202013.pdf
https://assets.rte-france.com/prod/public/2020-06/Euro%20Medium%20Term%20Note%20Programme%20%E2%80%93%20Base%20Prospectus%20mai%202010.pdf
https://assets.rte-france.com/prod/public/2020-06/Euro%20Medium%20Term%20Note%20Programme%20%E2%80%93%20Base%20Prospectus%20mai%202010.pdf
https://assets.rte-france.com/prod/public/2020-06/Euro%20Medium%20Term%20Note%20Programme%20%E2%80%93%20Base%20Prospectus%20mai%202010.pdf
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Any supplement to the Base Prospectus and copies of the documents incorporated by reference in this Base Prospectus (a) may be 

obtained free of charge, (i) at the office of the Fiscal Agent and the Paying Agents during normal business hours, (ii) at the 

registered office of the Issuer during normal business hours, and (b) will be available (i) on the website of the Issuer (www.rte-

france.com) and (ii) on the website of the AMF (www.amf-france.org).  

The 2020 Financial Report and the 2019 Financial Report are available for viewing on the website of the Issuer (www.rte-

france.com). Free English translations of the 2020 Financial Report and the 2019 Financial Report are also available for viewing 

on the website of the Issuer (www.rte-france.com). These documents are free translations of the corresponding French language 

documents and are furnished for information purposes only and are not incorporated by reference in this Prospectus. The only 

binding versions are the French language versions. 

For the purposes of the Prospectus Regulation, the information incorporated by reference in this Base Prospectus is set out in the 

following cross-reference table: 

EMTN Previous Conditions 

EMTN 2020 Conditions Pages 31 to 65 of the base prospectus of the Issuer dated  26 

June 2020 

EMTN 2019 Conditions Pages 31 to 58 of the base prospectus of the Issuer dated 7 

June 2019 

EMTN 2018 Conditions Pages 29 to 52 of the base prospectus of the Issuer dated 6 

June 2018 

EMTN 2017 Conditions Pages 28 to 51 of the base prospectus of the Issuer dated 19 

May 2017 

EMTN 2015 Conditions Pages 27 to 50 of the base prospectus of the Issuer dated 7 

May 2015 

EMTN 2014 Conditions Pages 26 to 49 of the base prospectus of the Issuer dated 16 

May 2014 

EMTN 2013 Conditions Pages 25 to 47 of the base prospectus of the Issuer dated 16 

May 2013 

EMTN 2010 Conditions Pages 23 to 44 of the base prospectus of the Issuer dated 3 

May 2010 

The EMTN Previous Conditions are incorporated by reference in this Base Prospectus for the purpose only of further issues of 

Notes to be assimilated (assimilées) and form a single series with Notes already issued pursuant to the relevant EMTN Previous 

Conditions. 

http://www.rte-france.com/
http://www.rte-france.com/
http://www.rte-france.com/
http://www.rte-france.com/
http://www.rte-france.com/
http://www.amf-france.org/
http://www.rte-france.com/
http://www.rte-france.com/
http://www.rte-france.com/
http://www.rte-france.com/


- 29 - 

ANNEX VII OF THE COMMISSION DELEGATED REGULATION (EU) 2019/980 OF 14 MARCH 2019 (AS AMENDED) –
REGISTRATION DOCUMENT FOR WHOLESALE NON-EQUITY SECURITIES

Information incorporated by reference Page no. in the relevant 
document

PAGE NO. OF 

THE 2020
FINANCIAL 

REPORT

PAGE NO. OF 

THE 2019
FINANCIAL 

REPORT

5. BUSINESS OVERVIEW 

5.1 Principal activities 

5.1.1. A brief description of the Issuer’s principal activities stating the main categories 
of products sold and/or services performed. P. 10-15, 18-23,

60-96 
N/A 

11. FINANCIAL INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ISSUER’S ASSETS 

AND LIABILITIES, FINANCIAL POSITION AND PROFITS AND 

LOSSES 

11.1 Historical Financial Information 

11.1.1 Historical financial information covering the latest two financial years (at least 24 

months) or such shorter period as the Issuer has been in operation and the audit 

report in respect of each year. 

p.110-156 p.109-156 

11.1.3 Accounting standards 

The financial information must be prepared according to International Financial 

Reporting Standards as endorsed in the Union based on Regulation (EC) No 

1606/2002. 

p.117 p.116-117 

11.1.5 Consolidated financial statements 

If the Issuer prepares both stand-alone and consolidated financial statements, 

include at least the consolidated financial statements in the registration document.

- Balance sheet: 

p.113 

- Income 

Statement: 

p.111 

- Cash flow 

statements: 

p.114 

- Notes to 

consolidated 

financial 

statements: 

p.116-156 

- Balance sheet: 

p.112 

- Income 

Statement: 

p.110 

- Cash flow 

statements: 

p.113 

- Notes to 

consolidated 

financial 

statements: 

p.115-156 

11.1.6 Age of financial information 

The balance sheet date of the last year of audited financial information may not be 

older than 18 months from the date of the registration document 

p.110-156 p.109-156 

11.2 Auditing of Historical financial information 

11.2.1 The historical financial information must be independently audited. The audit 

report shall be prepared in accordance with the Directive 2014/56/EU and 

Regulation (EU) No 537/2014. 

p. 166-169 p. 164-167 



- 30 - 

11.2.1a Where audit reports on the historical financial information have been refused by 

the statutory auditors or where they contain qualifications, modifications of 

opinion, disclaimers or an emphasis of matter, the reason must be given, and such 

qualifications, modifications, disclaimers or emphasis of matter must be 

reproduced in full. 

p.167-168 p.165 
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SUPPLEMENT TO THE BASE PROSPECTUS 

If at any time the Issuer shall be required to prepare a supplement to this Base Prospectus pursuant to the provisions of Article 23 

of the Prospectus Regulation and Article 18 of Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/979, as amended, the Issuer will 

prepare and make available on the websites of (a) the Issuer (www.rte-france.com) and (b) the AMF (www.amf-france.org) an 

appropriate Supplement to this Base Prospectus or a restated Base Prospectus, which in respect of any subsequent issue of Notes 

to be admitted to trading on Euronext Paris or on a Regulated Market, shall constitute a Supplement to the Base Prospectus for the 

purpose of the relevant provisions of the Prospectus Regulation. 

The Issuer has given an undertaking to the Dealers that if at any time during the duration of the Programme there is a significant 

new factor, material mistake or material inaccuracy relating to the information contained in this Base Prospectus which may affect 

the assessment of any Notes and whose inclusion in or removal from this Base Prospectus is necessary for the purpose of allowing 

an investor to make an informed assessment of the assets and liabilities, financial position, profits and losses and prospects of the 

Issuer, the rights attaching to the Notes and the reason for the issuance and its impact on the Issuer, the Issuer shall prepare a 

Supplement to this Base Prospectus or publish a replacement Base Prospectus for use in connection with any subsequent offering 

of the Notes and shall supply to each Dealer such number of copies of such supplement hereto as such Dealer may reasonably 

request. 

http://www.rte-france.com/
http://www.amf-france.org/
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE NOTES 

The following is the text of the terms and conditions that, subject to completion in accordance with the provisions of Part 

A of the relevant Final Terms, shall be applicable to the Notes. In the case of Dematerialised Notes, the text of the terms 

and conditions will not be endorsed on physical documents of title but will be constituted by the following text as 

completed by Part A of the relevant Final Terms. In the case of Materialised Notes, either (i) the full text of these terms 

and conditions together with the relevant provisions of Part A of the Final Terms or (ii) these terms and conditions as 

so completed (and subject to simplification by the deletion of non-applicable provisions), shall be endorsed or attached 

on Definitive Materialised Bearer Notes. All capitalised terms that are not defined in these Conditions will have the 

meanings given to them in Part A of the relevant Final Terms. References in the Conditions to "Notes" are to the Notes 

of one Series only, not to all Notes that may be issued under the Programme. 

The Notes are issued by RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité (the "Issuer"). An amended and restated agency agreement 

dated 9 July 2021 has been agreed between the Issuer, BNP Paribas Securities Services as fiscal agent and the other 

agents named in it (as amended or supplemented from time to time, the "Amended and Restated Agency Agreement"). 

The fiscal agent, the paying agents, the redenomination agent, the consolidation agent and the calculation agent(s) for 

the time being (if any) are referred to below respectively as the "Fiscal Agent", the "Paying Agents" (which expression 

shall include the Fiscal Agent), the "Redenomination Agent", the "Consolidation Agent" and the "Calculation 

Agent(s)". References below to "Conditions" are, unless the context requires otherwise, to the numbered paragraphs 

below. 

For the purpose of these Terms and Conditions, "Regulated Market" means any regulated market situated in a Member 

State of the European Economic Area ("EEA") as defined in the Markets in Financial Instruments Directive 2014/65/EU, 

as amended from time to time. 

1. Form, Denomination(s), Title, Redenomination

(a) Form: Notes may be issued either in dematerialised form ("Dematerialised Notes") or in materialised form 

("Materialised Notes"). 

(i) Title to Dematerialised Notes will be evidenced in accordance with Articles L.211-3 and R.211-1 of 

the French Code monétaire et financier by book entries (inscriptions en compte-titres). No physical 

document of title (including certificats représentatifs pursuant to Article R.211-7 of the French Code 

monétaire et financier) will be issued in respect of the Dematerialised Notes. 

Dematerialised Notes are issued, at the option of the Issuer and as specified in the relevant final terms 

("Final Terms"), in either bearer dematerialised form (au porteur), which will be inscribed in the 

books of Euroclear France ("Euroclear France") (acting as central depositary) which shall credit 

the accounts of Account Holders, or in registered dematerialised form (au nominatif) and, in such 

latter case, at the option of the relevant Noteholder in either administered registered form 

(au nominatif administré) inscribed in the books of an Account Holder or in fully registered form 

(au nominatif pur) inscribed in an account in the books of Euroclear France maintained by the Issuer 

or the registration agent (designated in the relevant Final Terms) acting on behalf of the Issuer (the 

"Registration Agent"). 

For the purpose of these Conditions, "Account Holder" means any financial intermediary institution 

entitled to hold, directly or indirectly, accounts on behalf of its customers with Euroclear France, and 

includes Euroclear Bank SA/NV ("Euroclear") and the depositary bank for Clearstream Banking 

S.A. ("Clearstream"). 

(ii) Materialised Notes are issued in bearer form ("Materialised Bearer Notes"). Materialised Bearer 

Notes are serially numbered and are issued with coupons (each, a "Coupon") and, where appropriate, 

a talon (a "Talon") attached, save in the case of Zero Coupon Notes in which case references to 

interest (other than in relation to interest due after the Maturity Date), Coupons and Talons in these 

Conditions are not applicable. 

In accordance with Articles L.211-3 and R.211-1 of the French Code monétaire et financier, 

securities (such as Notes) which are governed by French law and are in materialised form must be 

issued outside the French territory. 
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The Notes may be "Fixed Rate Notes", "Floating Rate Notes", "Fixed/Floating Rate Notes", "Zero 

Coupon Notes", or a combination of any of the foregoing, depending on the Interest Basis and the 

redemption method specified in the relevant Final Terms.

(b) Denomination(s): Notes shall be issued in the specified denomination(s) as set out in the relevant Final Terms 

(the "Specified Denomination(s)") save that the minimum denomination of each Note admitted to trading on 

a Regulated Market in circumstances which require the publication of a Base Prospectus under the Regulation 

(EU) 2017/1129 of 14 June 2017, as amended (the "Prospectus Regulation") will be €100,000 (or, if the Notes 

are denominated in a currency other than euro, the equivalent amount in such currency at the issue date) or 

such other higher amount as may be allowed or required from time to time by the relevant central bank 

(or equivalent body) or any laws or regulations applicable to the relevant Specified Currency. Dematerialised 

Notes shall be issued in one Specified Denomination only. 

(c) Title:

(i) Title to Dematerialised Notes in bearer dematerialised form (au porteur) and in administered 

registered form (au nominatif administré) shall pass upon, and transfer of such Notes may only be 

effected through, registration of the transfer in the accounts of Account Holders. Title to 

Dematerialised Notes in fully registered form (au nominatif pur) shall pass upon, and transfer of such 

Notes may only be effected through, registration of the transfer in the accounts of the Issuer or the 

Registration Agent. 

(ii) Title to Materialised Bearer Notes in definitive form having, where appropriate, Coupons and/or a 

Talon attached thereto on issue ("Definitive Materialised Bearer Notes"), shall pass by delivery. 

(iii) Except as ordered by a court of competent jurisdiction or as required by law, the holder of any Note 

(as defined below), Coupon or Talon shall be deemed to be and may be treated as its absolute owner 

for all purposes, whether or not it is overdue and regardless of any notice of ownership, or an interest 

in it, any writing on it or its theft or loss and no person shall be liable for so treating the holder. 

(iv) In these Conditions, "holder of Notes" or "holder of any Note", or "Noteholder" means (i) in the 

case of Dematerialised Notes, the person whose name appears in the account of the relevant Account 

Holder or the Issuer or the Registration Agent (as the case may be) as being entitled to such Notes 

and (ii) in the case of Materialised Notes, the bearer of any Definitive Materialised Bearer Note, 

Coupons ("Couponholder"), or Talon relating to it, and capitalised terms have the meanings given 

to them in the relevant Final Terms, the absence of any such meaning indicating that such term is not 

applicable to the Notes. 

(d) Redenomination

(i) The Issuer may (if so specified in the relevant Final Terms), on any Interest Payment Date, without 

the consent of the holder of any Note, Coupon or Talon, by giving at least 30 calendar days' notice 

in accordance with Condition 15 and on or after the date on which the European Member State in 

whose national currency the Notes are denominated has become a participating Member State in the 

single currency of the European Economic and Monetary Union (as provided in the Treaty 

establishing the European Community (the "EC"), as amended from time to time (the "Treaty")), or 

events have occurred which have substantially the same effects (in either case, "EMU"), 

redenominate all, but not some only, of the Notes of any Series into Euro and adjust the aggregate 

principal amount and the Specified Denomination(s), set out in the relevant Final Terms accordingly, 

as described below. The date on which such redenomination becomes effective shall be referred to 

in these Conditions as the "Redenomination Date". 

(ii) The redenomination of the Notes pursuant to Condition 1(d)(i) shall be made by converting the 

principal amount of each Note from the relevant national currency into Euro using the fixed relevant 

national currency Euro conversion rate established by the Council of the European Union pursuant 

to applicable regulations of the Treaty and rounding the resultant figure to the nearest Euro 0.01 (with 

Euro 0.005 being rounded upwards). If the Issuer so elects, the figure resulting from conversion of 

the principal amount of each Note using the fixed relevant national currency Euro conversion rate 

shall be rounded down to the nearest Euro. The Euro denominations of the Notes so determined shall 
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be notified to Noteholders in accordance with Condition 15. Any balance remaining from the 

redenomination with a denomination higher than Euro 0.01 shall be paid by way of cash adjustment 

rounded to the nearest Euro 0.01 (with Euro 0.005 being rounded upwards). Such cash adjustment 

will be payable in Euro on the Redenomination Date in the manner notified to Noteholders by the 

Issuer. For the avoidance of doubt, the minimum denomination of each redenominated Note shall 

not be less than €100,000 (or, if the Notes are denominated in a currency other than euro, the 

equivalent amount in such currency at the issue date). 

(iii) Upon redenomination of the Notes, any reference in the relevant Final Terms to the relevant national 

currency shall be construed as a reference to Euro. 

(iv) The Issuer may, with the prior approval of the Redenomination Agent and the Consolidation Agent, 

in connection with any redenomination pursuant to this Condition or any consolidation pursuant to 

Condition 14, without the consent of the holder of any Note, Coupon or Talon, make any changes or 

additions to these Conditions or Condition 14 (including, without limitation, any change to any 

applicable business day definition, business day convention, principal financial centre of the country 

of the Specified Currency, interest accrual basis or benchmark), taking into account market practice 

in respect of redenominated euromarket debt obligations and which it believes are not prejudicial to 

the interests of such holders. Any such changes or additions shall, in the absence of manifest error, 

be binding on the holders of Notes, Coupons and Talons and shall be notified to Noteholders in 

accordance with Condition 15 as soon as practicable thereafter. 

(v) Neither the Issuer nor any Paying Agent shall be liable to the holder of any Note, Coupon or Talon 

or other person for any commissions, costs, losses or expenses in relation to or resulting from the 

credit or transfer of Euro or any currency conversion or rounding effected in connection therewith. 

2. Conversion and Exchanges of Notes

(a) Dematerialised Notes

(i) Dematerialised Notes issued in bearer dematerialised form (au porteur) may not be converted into 

Dematerialised Notes in registered dematerialised form, whether in fully registered form 

(au nominatif pur) or in administered registered form (au nominatif administré). 

(ii) Dematerialised Notes issued in registered dematerialised form (au nominatif) may not be converted 

into Dematerialised Notes in bearer dematerialised form (au porteur). 

(iii) Dematerialised Notes issued in fully registered form (au nominatif pur) may, at the option of the 

Noteholder, be converted into Notes in administered registered form (au nominatif administré), and 

vice versa. The exercise of any such option by such Noteholder shall be made in accordance with 

Article R.211-4 of the French Code monétaire et financier. Any such conversion shall be effected at 

the cost of such Noteholder. 

(b) Materialised Notes

Materialised Bearer Notes of one Specified Denomination may not be exchanged for Materialised Bearer Notes 

of another Specified Denomination. 

3. Status of the Notes

The Notes and, where applicable, any relative Coupons are direct, general, unconditional, unsecured (subject to the 

provisions of Condition 4) and unsubordinated obligations of the Issuer and rank and will rank pari passu and without 

any preference among themselves and (subject to such exceptions as are from time to time mandatory under French law) 

equally and rateably with all other present or future unsecured and unsubordinated obligations of the Issuer. 

4. Negative Pledge

So long as any of the Notes remains outstanding, the Issuer will not create or have outstanding any mortgage, charge, 

pledge or other security interest upon the whole or any part of its undertaking, revenues or assets, present or future, in 
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order to secure any Indebtedness, or any guarantee or indemnity in respect of any Indebtedness, without at the same time 

according to the Notes the same security. 

For the purposes of this Condition 4, "Indebtedness'' means any monies borrowed and any indebtedness of the Issuer 

which, in each case, is in the form of or represented by any bond, note, debenture, debenture stock, loan stock, certificate 

or other instrument which is, or is capable of being, listed, quoted or traded on any stock exchange or in any securities 

market (including, without limitation, any over-the-counter market). 

5. Interest and other Calculations

(a) Definitions: In these Conditions, unless the context otherwise requires, the following defined terms shall have 

the meanings set out below. Certain defined terms contained in the June 2013 FBF Master Agreement relating 

to transactions on forward financial instruments as supplemented by the Technical Schedules published by the 

Fédération Bancaire Française ("FBF") (together the "FBF Master Agreement") and in the 2006 ISDA 

Definitions published by the International Swaps and Derivatives Association, Inc. ("ISDA"), have either been 

used or reproduced in this Condition 5. 

"Business Day" means: 

(i) in the case of Euro, a day on which TARGET2 (as defined below) is operating (a "TARGET 

Business Day"); and/or 

(ii) in the case of a specified currency other than Euro, a day (other than a Saturday or Sunday) on which 

commercial banks and foreign exchange markets settle payments in the principal financial centre for 

that currency; and/or 

(iii) in the case of a specified currency and/or one or more Business Centre(s) specified in the relevant 

Final Terms (the "Business Centre(s)"), a day (other than a Saturday or a Sunday) on which 

commercial banks and foreign exchange markets settle payments in such currency in the Business 

Centre(s) or, if no currency is indicated, generally in each of the Business Centres so specified. 

"Day Count Fraction" means, in respect of the calculation of an amount of interest on any Note for any period 

of time (from and including the first day of such period to but excluding the last) (whether or not constituting 

an Interest Accrual Period or Interest Period, the "Calculation Period"): 

(iv) if "Actual/365 — FBF" is specified in the relevant Final Terms, the fraction whose numerator is the 

actual number of calendar days elapsed during the Calculation Period and whose denominator is 365. 

If part of that Calculation Period falls in a leap year, Actual /365 — FBF shall mean the sum of (i) 

the fraction whose numerator is the actual number of calendar days elapsed during the non-leap year 

and whose denominator is 365 and (ii) the fraction whose numerator is the number of actual calendar 

days elapsed during the leap year and whose denominator is 366; 

(v) if "Actual/Actual" or "Actual/Actual — ISDA" is specified in the relevant Final Terms, the actual 

number of calendar days in the Calculation Period divided by 365 (or, if any portion of that 

Calculation Period falls in a leap year, the sum of (A) the actual number of calendar days in that 

portion of the Calculation Period falling in a leap year divided by 366 and (B) the actual number of 

calendar days in that portion of the Calculation Period falling in a non-leap year divided by 365); 

(vi) if "Actual/Actual-ICMA" is specified in the relevant Final Terms: 

(A) if the Calculation Period is equal to or shorter than the Determination Period during which 

it falls, the number of calendar days in the Calculation Period divided by the product of 

(x) the number of calendar days in such Determination Period and (y) the number of 

Determination Periods normally ending in any year; and 
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(B) if the Calculation Period is longer than one Determination Period, the sum of: 

the number of calendar days in such Calculation Period falling in the Determination Period 

in which it begins divided by the product of (1) the number of calendar days in such 

Determination Period and (2) the number of Determination Periods normally ending in any 

year; and the number of calendar days in such Calculation Period falling in the next 

Determination Period divided by the product of (1) the number of calendar days in such 

Determination Period and (2) the number of Determination Periods normally ending in any 

year; 

in each case where: 

"Determination Period" means the period from and including a Determination Date in 

any year to but excluding the next Determination Date; and 

"Determination Date" means the date specified in the relevant Final Terms or, if none is 

so specified, the Interest Payment Date; 

(vii) if "Actual/365 (Fixed)" is specified in the relevant Final Terms, the actual number of calendar days 

in the Calculation Period divided by 365; 

(viii) if "Actual/360" is specified in the relevant Final Terms, the actual number of calendar days in the 

Calculation Period divided by 360; 

(ix) if "30/360", "360/360" or "Bond Basis" is specified in the Final Terms, the number of calendar days 

in the Calculation Period divided by 360, calculated on a formula basis as follows: 

Day Count Fraction = 
       

360

30360 121212 DDMMxYYx 

where: 

"Y1" is the year, expressed as a number, in which the first day of the Calculation Period falls; 

"Y2" is the year, expressed as a number, in which the day immediately following the last day included 

in the Calculation Period falls; 

"M1" is the calendar month, expressed as a number, in which the first day of the Calculation Period 

falls; 

"M2" is the calendar month, expressed as a number, in which the day immediately following the last 

day included in the Calculation Period falls; 

"D1" is the first calendar day, expressed as a number, of the Calculation Period, unless such number 

would be 31, in which case D1 will be 30; and 

"D2" is the calendar day, expressed as a number, immediately following the last day included in the 

Calculation Period, unless such number would be 31 and D1 is greater than 29, in which case D2 will 

be 30. 

(x) if "30E/360" or "Eurobond Basis" is specified in the Final Terms, the number of calendar days in 

the Calculation Period divided by 360, calculated on a formula basis as follows: 

Day Count Fraction =  
       

360

30360 121212 DDMMxYYx 
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where: 

"Y1" is the year, expressed as a number, in which the first day of the Calculation Period falls; 

"Y2" is the year, expressed as a number, in which the day immediately following the last day included 

in the Calculation Period falls; 

"M1" is the calendar month, expressed as a number, in which the first day of the Calculation Period 

falls; 

"M2" is the calendar month, expressed as a number, in which the day immediately following the last 

day included in the Calculation Period falls; 

"D1" is the first calendar day, expressed as a number, of the Calculation Period, unless such number 

would be 31, in which case D1 will be 30; and 

"D2" is the calendar day, expressed as a number, immediately following the last day included in the 

Calculation Period, unless such number would be 31, in which case D2 will be 30. 

(xi) if "30E/360 (ISDA)" is specified in the Final Terms, the number of calendar days in the Calculation 

Period divided by 360, calculated on a formula basis as follows: 

Day Count Fraction = 
       

360

30360 121212 DDMMxYYx 

where: 

"Y1" is the year, expressed as a number, in which the first day of the Calculation Period falls; 

"Y2" is the year, expressed as a number, in which the day immediately following the last day included 

in the Calculation Period falls; 

"M1" is the calendar month, expressed as a number, in which the first day of the Calculation Period 

falls; 

"M2" is the calendar month, expressed as a number, in which the day immediately following the last 

day included in the Calculation Period falls; 

"D1" is the first calendar day, expressed as a number, of the Calculation Period, unless (i) that day is 

the last day of February or (ii) such number would be 31, in which case D1 will be 30; and 

"D2" is the calendar day, expressed as a number, immediately following the last day included in the 

Calculation Period, unless (i) that day is the last day of February but not the Maturity Date or (ii) such 

number would be 31, in which case D2 will be 30. 

"Euro-zone" means the region comprised of member states of the European Union that have adopted or adopt 

the single currency in accordance with the Treaty establishing the European Community, as amended. 

"FBF Definitions" means the definitions set out in the June 2013 FBF Master Agreement relating to 

transactions on forward financial instruments as supplemented by the Technical Schedules (Additifs 

Techniques) (including the FBF Benchmark Events Technical Schedule published in 2020) as published by the 

Fédération Bancaire Française (together the "FBF Master Agreement"), as supplemented or amended as at 

the Issue Date. 

"Interest Accrual Period" means the period beginning on (and including) the Interest Commencement Date 

and ending on (but excluding) the first Interest Period Date and each successive period beginning on 

(and including) an Interest Period Date and ending on (but excluding) the next succeeding Interest Period Date. 
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"Interest Amount" means the amount of interest payable, and in the case of Fixed Rate Notes, means the 

Fixed Coupon Amount or Broken Amount as specified in the relevant Final Terms, as the case may be. 

"Interest Commencement Date" means the Issue Date or such other date as may be specified in the relevant 

Final Terms. 

"Interest Determination Date" means, with respect to a Rate of Interest and Interest Accrual Period, the date 

specified as such in the relevant Final Terms or, if none is so specified, (i) the day falling two TARGET 

Business Days prior to the first day of such Interest Accrual Period if the Specified Currency is Euro or (ii) the 

first day of such Interest Accrual Period if the Specified Currency is Sterling or (iii) the day falling two 

Business Days in the city specified in the Final Terms for the Specified Currency prior to the first day of such 

Interest Accrual Period if the Specified Currency is neither Sterling nor Euro. 

"Interest Payment Date" means the date(s) specified in the relevant Final Terms. 

"Interest Period" means the period beginning on (and including) the Interest Commencement Date and ending 

on (but excluding) the first Interest Payment Date and each successive period beginning on (and including) an 

Interest Payment Date and ending on (but excluding) the next succeeding Interest Payment Date. 

"Interest Period Date" means each Interest Payment Date unless otherwise specified in the relevant Final 

Terms. 

"ISDA Definitions" means the 2006 ISDA Definitions (a copy of which may be obtained at the registered 

office of the Issuer during usual business hours), as published by the International Swaps and Derivatives 

Association, Inc., (ISDA), as may be amended or supplemented as at the Issue Date (and which incorporate 

the 2006 ISDA Definitions Benchmarks Annex of the ISDA Benchmarks Supplement published by ISDA). 

"Margin" is as specified in the Final Terms. 

"Rate of Interest" means the rate of interest payable from time to time in respect of the Notes and that is 

specified in the relevant Final Terms and calculated on the basis of the Conditions. 

"Reference Banks" means, in the case of a determination of LIBOR, the principal London office of four major 

banks in the London inter-bank market, in the case of a determination of EURIBOR, the principal Euro-zone 

office of four major banks in the Euro-zone inter-bank market or, if otherwise, the principal offices of five 

major banks in the Relevant Inter-Bank Market, in each case selected by the Calculation Agent or as specified 

in the relevant Final Terms. 

"Reference Rate" means the rate specified as such in the relevant Final Terms, subject as provided in 

Condition 5(c)(iii)(E) (Benchmark Discontinuation). 

“Relevant Inter-Bank Market” means such inter-bank market as may be specified in the relevant Final 

Terms. 

"Relevant Screen Page" means such page, section, caption, column or other part of a particular information 

service as may be specified in the relevant Final Terms. 

“Relevant Screen Page Time” means such relevant Screen Page Time as may be specified in the relevant 

Final Terms.  

"Specified Currency" means the currency specified as such in the relevant Final Terms. 

"TARGET2" means the Trans-European Automated Real-time Gross Settlement Express Transfer system 

which utilises a single shared platform and which was launched on 19 November 2007, or any successor 

thereto. 

(b) Interest on Fixed Rate Notes:  

Each Fixed Rate Note bears interest on its outstanding nominal amount from the Interest Commencement Date 

at the rate per annum (expressed as a percentage) equal to the Rate of Interest, such interest being payable in 
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arrear on each Interest Payment Date. The amount of interest payable shall be determined in accordance with 

Condition 5(h). 

If a Fixed Coupon Amount or a Broken Amount is specified in the relevant Final Terms, the amount of interest 

payable on each Interest Payment Date will amount to the Fixed Coupon Amount or, if applicable, the Broken 

Amount so specified and in the case of the Broken Amount will be payable on the particular Interest Payment 

Date(s) specified in the relevant Final Terms. 

(c) Interest on Floating Rate Notes

(i) Interest Payment Dates: Each Floating Rate Note bears interest on its outstanding nominal amount 

from the Interest Commencement Date at the rate per annum (expressed as a percentage) equal to the 

Rate of Interest, such interest being payable in arrear (except as otherwise provided in the relevant 

Final Terms) on each Interest Payment Date. The amount of interest payable shall be determined in 

accordance with Condition 5(h). Such Interest Payment Date(s) is/are either shown in the relevant 

Final Terms as Specified Interest Payment Dates or, if no Specified Interest Payment Date(s) is/are 

shown in the relevant Final Terms, Interest Payment Date shall mean each date which falls the 

number of months or other period shown in the relevant Final Terms as the Interest Period after the 

preceding Interest Payment Date or, in the case of the first Interest Payment Date, after the Interest 

Commencement Date. 

(ii) Business Day Convention: If any date referred to in these Conditions that is specified to be subject 

to adjustment in accordance with a Business Day Convention would otherwise fall on a day that is 

not a Business Day, then, if the Business Day Convention specified is: 

(A) the "Floating Rate Business Day Convention", such date shall be postponed to the next 

day that is a Business Day unless it would thereby fall into the next calendar month, in 

which event (x) such date shall be brought forward to the immediately preceding Business 

Day and (y) each subsequent such date shall be the last Business Day of the month in which 

such date would have fallen had it not been subject to adjustment; 

(B) the "Following Business Day Convention", such date shall be postponed to the next day 

that is a Business Day; 

(C) the "Modified Following Business Day Convention", such date shall be postponed to the 

next day that is a Business Day unless it would thereby fall into the next calendar month, 

in which event such date shall be brought forward to the immediately preceding Business 

Day; or 

(D) the "Preceding Business Day Convention", such date shall be brought forward to the 

immediately preceding Business Day. 

(iii) Rate of Interest for Floating Rate Notes: The Rate of Interest in respect of Floating Rate Notes for 

each Interest Accrual Period shall be determined in the manner specified in the relevant Final Terms 

and the provisions below relating to either FBF Determination or ISDA Determination or Screen 

Rate Determination shall apply, depending upon which is specified in the relevant Final Terms. 

(A) FBF Determination for Floating Rate Notes

Where FBF Determination is specified in the relevant Final Terms as the manner in which 

the Rate of Interest is to be determined, the Rate of Interest for each Interest Accrual Period 

shall be determined by the Calculation Agent as a rate equal to the relevant FBF Rate. For 

the purposes of this sub-paragraph (A), "FBF Rate" for an Interest Accrual Period means a 

rate equal to the Floating Rate that would be determined by the Calculation Agent under a 

Transaction under the terms of an agreement incorporating the FBF Definitions and under 

which: 

(a) the Floating Rate is as specified in the relevant Final Terms; and 
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(b) the relevant Floating Rate Determination Date (Date de Détermination du Taux 

Variable) is the first day of that Interest Accrual Period unless otherwise 

specified in the relevant Final Terms. 

For the purposes of this sub-paragraph (A), "Floating Rate" (Taux Variable), 

"Calculation Agent" (Agent), "Floating Rate Determination Date" (Date de 

Détermination du Taux Variable) and "Transaction" (Transaction) have the meanings 

given to those terms in the FBF Definitions, provided that "Euribor" means the rate 

calculated for deposits in euro which appears on Reuters Page EURIBOR 01, as more fully 

described in the relevant Final Terms. 

(B) ISDA Determination for Floating Rate Notes 

Where ISDA Determination is specified in the relevant Final Terms as the manner in which 

the Rate of Interest is to be determined, the Rate of Interest for each Interest Accrual Period 

shall be determined by the Calculation Agent as a rate equal to the relevant ISDA Rate. 

For the purposes of this sub-paragraph (B), "ISDA Rate" for an Interest Accrual Period 

means a rate equal to the Floating Rate that would be determined by the Calculation Agent 

under a Swap Transaction under the terms of an agreement incorporating the ISDA 

Definitions and under which: 

(c) the Floating Rate Option is as specified in the relevant Final Terms; 

(d) the Designated Maturity is a period specified in the relevant Final Terms; and 

(e) the relevant Reset Date is the first day of that Interest Accrual Period unless 

otherwise specified in the relevant Final Terms. 

For the purposes of this sub-paragraph (B), "Floating Rate", "Calculation Agent", 

"Floating Rate Option", "Designated Maturity", "Reset Date" and "Swap Transaction" 

have the meanings given to those terms in the ISDA Definitions. 

(C) Screen Rate Determination for Floating Rate Notes 

(1) LIBOR or EURIBOR 

(f) Where "Screen Rate Determination-IBOR" is specified in the relevant Final 

Terms as the manner in which the Rate of Interest is to be determined, the Rate 

of Interest for each Interest Accrual Period will, subject as provided below or (if 

applicable) in Condition 5(c)(iii)(E) below, be either (as specified in the relevant 

Final Terms): 

(1) the offered quotation; or 

(2) the arithmetic mean of the offered quotations, 

(expressed as a percentage rate per annum) for the Reference Rate which appears 

or appear, as the case may be, on the Relevant Screen Page as at either (i) 11.00 

a.m. (London time in the case of LIBOR or Brussels time in the case of 

EURIBOR) or (ii) if otherwise, the Relevant Screen Page Time on the Interest 

Determination Date in question as determined by the Calculation Agent. If five 

or more of such offered quotations are available on the Relevant Screen Page, 

the highest (or, if there is more than one such highest quotation, one only of such 

quotations) and the lowest (or, if there is more than one such lowest quotation, 

one only of such quotations) shall be disregarded by the Calculation Agent for 

the purpose of determining the arithmetic mean of such offered quotations. 

If the Reference Rate from time to time in respect of Floating Rate Notes is 

specified in the relevant Final Terms as being other than LIBOR or EURIBOR, 



- 41 - 

the Rate of Interest in respect of such Notes will be determined as provided in 

the relevant Final Terms. 

(g) if the Relevant Screen Page is not available or, if sub-paragraph (C)(a)(1) applies 

and no such offered quotation appears on the Relevant Screen Page, or, if sub-

paragraph (C)(a)(2) applies and fewer than three such offered quotations appear 

on the Relevant Screen Page, in each case as at the time specified above, subject 

as provided below, the Calculation Agent shall request, (i) if the Reference Rate 

is LIBOR, the principal London office of each of the Reference Banks or, (ii) if 

the Reference Rate is EURIBOR, the principal Euro-zone office of each of the 

Reference Banks, or (iii) if otherwise, each of the Reference Banks to provide 

the Calculation Agent with its offered quotation (expressed as a percentage rate 

per annum) for the Reference Rate if the Reference Rate is LIBOR, at 

approximately 11.00 a.m. (London time), if the Reference Rate is EURIBOR, at 

approximately 11.00 a.m. (Brussels time) or, if otherwise, the Relevant Screen 

Page Time, on the Interest Determination Date in question. If two or more of the 

Reference Banks provide the Calculation Agent with such offered quotations, the 

Rate of Interest for such Interest Period shall be the arithmetic mean of such 

offered quotations as determined by the Calculation Agent; and 

(h) if paragraph (b) above applies and the Calculation Agent determines that fewer 

than two Reference Banks are providing offered quotations, subject as provided 

below, the Rate of Interest shall be the arithmetic mean of the rates per annum 

(expressed as a percentage) as communicated to (and at the request of) the 

Calculation Agent by the Reference Banks or any two or more of them, at which 

such banks were offered, if the Reference Rate is LIBOR, at approximately 11.00 

a.m. (London time), if the Reference Rate is EURIBOR, at approximately 11.00 

a.m. (Brussels time) or, if otherwise, the Relevant Screen Page Time on the 

relevant Interest Determination Date, deposits in the Specified Currency for a 

period equal to that which would have been used for the Reference Rate by 

leading banks in, if the Reference Rate is LIBOR, the London inter-bank market, 

if the Reference Rate is EURIBOR, the Euro-zone inter-bank market, or, if 

otherwise, the Relevant Inter-Bank Market, as the case may be, or, if fewer than 

two of the Reference Banks provide the Calculation Agent with such offered 

rates, the offered rate for deposits in the Specified Currency for a period equal to 

that which would have been used for the Reference Rate, or the arithmetic mean 

of the offered rates for deposits in the Specified Currency for a period equal to 

that which would have been used for the Reference Rate, at which, if the 

Reference Rate is LIBOR, at approximately 11.00 a.m. (London time), if the 

Reference Rate is EURIBOR, at approximately 11.00 a.m. (Brussels time) or, if 

otherwise, the Relevant Screen Page Time, on the relevant Interest Determination 

Date, any one or more banks (which bank or banks is or are in the opinion of the 

Issuer suitable for such purpose) informs the Calculation Agent it is quoting to 

leading banks in, if the Reference Rate is LIBOR, the London inter-bank market, 

if the Reference Rate is EURIBOR, the Euro zone inter-bank market, or, if 

otherwise, the Relevant Inter-Bank Market, as the case may be, provided that, if 

the Rate of Interest cannot be determined in accordance with the foregoing 

provisions of this paragraph, the Rate of Interest shall be determined as at the last 

preceding Interest Determination Date (though substituting, where a different 

Margin or Maximum or Minimum Rate of Interest is to be applied to the relevant 

Interest Accrual Period from that which applied to the last preceding Interest 

Accrual Period, the Margin or Maximum or Minimum Rate of Interest relating 

to the relevant Interest Accrual Period, in place of the Margin or Maximum or 

Minimum Rate of Interest relating to that last preceding Interest Accrual Period). 

(2) SONIA 

Where "Screen Rate Determination – SONIA" is specified in the applicable Final Terms as 

the manner in which a Rate of Interest or Rate is to be determined, such Rate of Interest or 
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Rate, as the case may be, for each Interest Accrual Period will be calculated in accordance 

with Condition 5(c)(iii)(C)(2)(A) or 5(c)(iii)(C)(2)(B) below subject to the provisions of 

Condition 5(c)(iii)(C)(2)(D).  

(A) Where the Calculation Method is specified in the applicable Final Terms as 

being "Compounded Daily", the Rate of Interest or Rate, as the case may be, for 

each Interest Period will be the Compounded Daily SONIA plus or minus (as 

indicated in the applicable Final Terms) the Margin (if any), all as determined 

by the Calculation Agent. 

(B) Where the Calculation Method is specified in the applicable Final Terms as 

being "Weighted Average", the Rate of Interest or Rate, as the case may be, for 

each Interest Period will be the Weighted Average SONIA plus or minus (as 

indicated in the applicable Final Terms) the Margin (if any), all as determined 

by the Calculation Agent, as applicable, on the Interest Determination Date and 

the resulting percentage being rounded (if necessary) to the fifth decimal place, 

with 0.000005 being rounded upwards. 

(C) The following definitions shall apply for the purpose of this Condition 

5(c)(iii)(C)(2): 

"Compounded Daily SONIA" means, with respect to an Interest Period, the 

rate of return of a daily compound interest investment in Sterling (with the daily 

Sterling overnight reference rate as the reference rate for the calculation of 

interest) calculated by the Calculation Agent, as applicable, on the Interest 

Determination Date in accordance with the following formula: 

(x) if "Lag" or "Lock-out" is specified as the Observation Method in the relevant 

Final Terms: 

(y) if "Shift" is specified as the Observation Method in the relevant Final Terms, 

in accordance with the following formula: 

where, in each case, the resulting percentage will be rounded (if necessary) to 

the fifth decimal place, with 0.000005 being rounded upwards. 

"d" means the number of calendar days in (x) if "Lag" or "Lock-out" is specified 

as the Observation Method in the relevant Final Terms, the relevant Interest 

Period, or (y) if "Shift" is specified as the Observation Method in the relevant 

Final Terms, the relevant Observation Look-Back Period; 

"do" means (x) if "Lag" or "Lock-out" is specified as the Observation Method in 

the relevant Final Terms, in respect of an Interest Period, the number of ,London 

Business Days in the relevant Interest Period, or (y) if "Shift" is specified as the 

Observation Method in the relevant Final Terms, in respect of an Observation 
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Look-Back Period, the number of London Business Days in the relevant 

Observation Look-Back Period; 

"i" means a series of whole numbers from one to do, each representing the 

relevant London Business Days in chronological order from (and including) the 

first London Business Day (x) if "Lag" or "Lock-out" is specified as the 

Observation Method in the relevant Final Terms, in the relevant InterestPeriod 

or (y) if "Shift" is specified as the Observation Method in the relevant Final 

Terms, in the relevant Observation Look-Back Period; 

"Lock-out Period" means, in respect of an Interest Period, the period from (and 

including) the day following the Interest Determination Date to (but excluding) 

the Interest Payment Date for such Interest Accrual Period; 

"London Business Day" or "LBD" means a day on which commercial banks 

and foreign exchange markets settle payments and are open for general business 

(including dealing in foreign exchange and foreign currency deposits) in 

London; 

"Lookback Period" or "p" means, in respect of an Interest Period where "Lag" 

is specified as the Observation Method in the applicable Final Terms, the 

number of London Business Days specified in the applicable Final Terms (or, if 

no such number is specified, five London Business Days); 

"ni" means, in respect of a London Business Day i in the relevant Interest 

Accrual Period, the number of calendar days from (and including) such London 

Business Day i up to (but excluding) the following London Business Day; 

"Observation Lookback Period" means, in respect of an Interest Period, the 

period from (and including) the date falling p London Business Days prior to 

the first day of the relevant Interest Period and ending on (but excluding) the 

date which is p London Business Days prior to the Interest Payment Date for 

such Interest Period; 

"Reference Day" means each London Business Day in the relevant Interest 

Accrual Period that is not a London Business Day falling in the Lock-out Period; 

"SONIA i" means, in respect of a London Business Day i: 

(x) if "Lag" is specified as the Observation Method in the applicable Final 

Terms, the SONIA Rate in respect of pLBD in respect of such London 

Business Day i; or  

(y) if "Lock-out" is specified as the Observation Method in the applicable 

Final Terms: 

(1) in respect of any London Business Day i that is a Reference 

Day, the SONIA Rate in respect of the London Business 

Day immediately preceding such Reference Day; otherwise 

(2) the SONIA Rate in respect of the London Business Day 

immediately preceding the Interest Determination Date for 

the relevant Interest Accrual Period; or 

(z) if “Shift” is specified as the Observation Method in the applicable 

Final Terms, the SONIA Rate for such London Business Day I; 

"SONIAi-pLBD" means: 

(x) if "Lag" is specified as the Observation Method in the applicable Final 

Terms, in respect of a London Business Day i, SONIA i in respect of 
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the London Business Day falling p London Business Days prior to 

such London Business Day i ("pLBD"); or 

(y) if "Lock-out" is specified as the Observation Method in the applicable 

Final Terms, in respect of a London Business Day i, SONIA i in 

respect of such London Business Day i.

"SONIA Rate" means, in respect of any London Business Day, a reference rate 

equal to the daily Sterling Overnight Index Average rate for such London 

Business Day, as provided by the administrator of SONIA to authorised 

distributors and as then published on the Relevant Screen Page (or, if the 

Relevant Screen Page is unavailable, as otherwise published by such authorised 

distributors) on the London Business Day immediately following such London 

Business Day; and

"Weighted Average SONIA" means: 

(x) where "Lag" is specified as the Observation Method in the applicable 

Final Terms, the sum of the SONIA Rate in respect of each calendar 

day during the relevant Observation Lookback Period divided by the 

number of calendar days during such Observation Lookback Period. 

For these purposes, the SONIA Rate in respect of any calendar day 

which is not a London Business Day shall be deemed to be the SONIA 

Rate in respect of the London Business Day immediately preceding 

such calendar day; or

(y) where "Lock-out" is specified as the Observation Method in the 

applicable Final Terms, the sum of the SONIA Rate in respect of each 

calendar day during the relevant Interest Accrual Period divided by 

the number of calendar days in the relevant Interest Accrual Period, 

provided that, for any calendar day of such Interest Accrual Period 

falling in the Lock-out Period for the relevant Interest Accrual Period, 

the SONIA Rate for such calendar day will be deemed to be the 

SONIA Rate in respect of the London Business Day immediately 

preceding the first day of such Lock-out Period. For these purposes, 

the SONIA Rate in respect of any calendar day which is not a London 

Business Day shall, subject to the preceding proviso, be deemed to be 

the SONIA Rate in respect of the London Business Day immediately 

preceding such calendar day. 

(D) If, in respect of any London Business Day "i-pLBD", the Calculation Agent 

determines that the SONIA Rate is not available on the Relevant Screen Page 

(and has not otherwise been published by the relevant authorised distributors), 

such SONIA Rate shall be: 

(x) (i) the Bank of England's Bank Rate (the "Bank Rate") prevailing at 

the close of business on the relevant London Business Day; plus (ii) 

the arithmetic mean of the spread of SONIA to the Bank Rate over the 

previous five days on which SONIA has been published, excluding 

the highest spread (or, if there is more than one highest spread, only 

of those highest spreads) and lowest spread (or, if there is more than 

one lowest spread, one only of those lowest spreads), to the Bank Rate; 

or  

(y) if such Bank Rate is not available, the SONIA Rate published on the 

Relevant Screen Page (or otherwise published by the relevant 

authorised distributors) for the immediately preceding London 

Business Day on which the SONIA Rate was published on the 
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Relevant Screen Page (or otherwise published by the relevant 

authorised distributors), and 

such rate shall be deemed to be the SONIA Rate for such London Business Day. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, in the event of the Bank of England publishing 

guidance as to (i) how the SONIA Rate is to be determined or (ii) any rate that 

is to replace the SONIA Rate, the Calculation Agent, shall, to the extent that it 

is reasonably practicable, follow such guidance to determine the SONIA Rate 

for the purposes of the Notes for so long as the SONIA Rate is not available or 

has not been published by the authorised distributors. 

In the event that the Rate of Interest or Rate, as applicable, cannot be determined 

by the Calculation Agent in accordance with the foregoing provisions in respect 

of an Interest Accrual Period, the Rate of Interest or Rate, as applicable, shall be 

(i) that determined as at the immediately preceding Interest Determination Date 

(though substituting, where a different Margin, Maximum Rate of Interest 

and/or Minimum Rate of Interest is to be applied to the relevant Interest Accrual 

Period from that which applied to the immediately preceding Interest Accrual 

Period, the Margin, Maximum Rate of Interest and/or Minimum Rate of Interest 

relating to the relevant Interest Accrual Period, in place of the Margin, 

Maximum Rate of Interest and/or Minimum Rate of Interest relation to the 

immediately preceding Interest Accrual Period); or (ii) if there is no such 

preceding Interest Determination Date, the initial Rate of Interest or Rate, as 

applicable, which would have been applicable to such Series of Notes for the 

first Interest Accrual Period had the Notes been in issue for a period equal in 

duration to the scheduled first Interest Accrual Period but ending on (and 

excluding) the Interest Commencement Date (subject to the application of the 

relevant Margin or Maximum Rate of Interest or Minimum Rate of Interest in 

respect of such Interest Accrual Period). 

(3) €STR Rate Notes 

Where "Screen Rate Determination – €STR" is specified in the applicable Final Terms as the 

manner in which a Rate of Interest is to be determined, the Rate of Interest for each Interest 

Accrual Period will, subject as provided below, be the rate of return of a daily compound 

interest investment (with the daily euro short-term rate as the reference rate for the calculation 

of interest) plus or minus (as indicated in the applicable Final Terms) the Margin (if any) and 

will be calculated by the Calculation Agent on the relevant Interest Determination Date, in 

accordance with the following formula: 

where the resulting percentage will be rounded (if necessary) to the fifth decimal place, with 

0.00005 being rounded upwards. 

If the €STR is not published, as specified above, on any particular TARGET Business Day 

and no €STR Index Cessation Event (as defined below) has occurred, the €STR for such 

TARGET Business Day shall be the rate equal to €STR in respect of the last TARGET 

Business Day for which such rate was published on the Website of the European Central 

Bank. 

If the €STR is not published, as specified above, on any particular TARGET Business Day 

and both an €STR Index Cessation Event and an €STR Index Cessation Effective Date have 

occurred, then the rate of €STR for each TARGET Business Day in the relevant Observation 
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Period occurring on or after such €STR Index Cessation Effective Date will be determined 

as if references to €STR were references to the ECB Recommended Rate. 

If no ECB Recommended Rate has been recommended before the end of the first TARGET 

Business Day following the date on which the €STR Index Cessation Event occurs, then the 

rate of €STR for each TARGET Business Day in the relevant Observation Period occurring 

on or after the €STR Index Cessation Effective Date will be determined as if references to 

€STR were references to the Modified EDFR.  

If an ECB Recommended Rate has been recommended and both an ECB Recommended Rate 

Index Cessation Event and an ECB Recommended Rate Index Cessation Effective Date 

subsequently occur, then the rate of €STR for each TARGET Business Day in the relevant 

Observation Period occurring on or after that ECB Recommended Rate Index Cessation 

Effective Date will be determined as if references to €STR were references to the Modified 

EDFR.  

Any substitution of the €STR, as specified above, will remain effective for the remaining 

term to maturity of the Notes and shall be published by the Issuer in accordance with 

Condition 15. 

In the event that the Rate of Interest cannot be determined in accordance with the foregoing 
provisions by the Calculation Agent, (i) the Rate of Interest shall be that determined as at the 
last preceding Interest Determination Date (though substituting, where a different Margin or 
Maximum Rate of Interest or Minimum Rate of Interest is to be applied to the relevant 
Interest Accrual Period from that which applied to the last preceding Interest Accrual Period, 
the Margin or Maximum Rate of Interest or Minimum Rate of Interest relating to the relevant 
Interest Accrual Period in place of the Margin or Maximum Rate of Interest or Minimum 
Rate of Interest relating to that last preceding Interest Accrual Period) or (ii) if there is no 
such preceding Interest Determination Date, the Rate of Interest shall be determined as if the 
rate of €STR for each TARGET Business Day in the relevant Observation Period occurring 
on or after such €STR Index Cessation Effective Date were references to the latest published 
ECB Recommended Rate or, if EDFR is published on a later date than the latest published 
ECB Recommended Rate, the Modified EDFR. 

For the purpose of this Condition 5(c)(iii)(C)(3): 

"d" is the number of calendar days in the relevant Interest Accrual Period; 

"do" for any Interest Accrual Period, is the number of TARGET Business Days in the relevant 

Interest Accrual Period; 

"ECB Recommended Rate" means a rate (inclusive of any spreads or adjustments) 

recommended as the replacement for €STR by the European Central Bank (or any successor 

administrator of €STR) and/or by a committee officially endorsed or convened by the 

European Central Bank (or any successor administrator of €STR) for the purpose of 

recommending a replacement for €STR (which rate may be produced by the European 

Central Bank or another administrator), as determined by the Issuer and notified by the Issuer 

to the Calculation Agent; 

"ECB Recommended Rate Index Cessation Event" means the occurrence of one or more 

of the following events, as determined by the Issuer and notified by the Issuer to the 

Calculation Agent: 

a) a public statement or publication of information by or on behalf of the 

administrator of the ECB Recommended Rate announcing that it has ceased or 

will cease to provide the ECB Recommended Rate permanently or indefinitely, 

provided that, at the time of the statement or the publication, there is no successor 

administrator that will continue to provide the ECB Recommended Rate; or 
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b) a public statement or publication of information by the regulatory supervisor for 

the administrator of the ECB Recommended Rate, the central bank for the 

currency of the ECB Recommended Rate, an insolvency official with jurisdiction 

over the administrator of the ECB Recommended Rate, a resolution authority 

with jurisdiction over the administrator of the ECB Recommended Rate or a 

court or an entity with similar insolvency or resolution authority over the 

administrator of the ECB Recommended Rate, which states that the 

administrator of the ECB Recommended Rate has ceased or will cease to provide 

the ECB Recommended Rate permanently or indefinitely, provided that, at the 

time of the statement or publication, there is no successor administrator that will 

continue to provide the ECB Recommended Rate; 

"ECB Recommended Rate Index Cessation Effective Date" means, in respect of an ECB 

Recommended Rate Index Cessation Event, the first date on which the ECB Recommended 

Rate is no longer provided, as determined by the Issuer and notified by the Issuer to the 

Calculation Agent; 

"ECB €STR Guideline" means the Guideline (EU) 2019/1265 of the European Central Bank 

of 10 July 2019 on the euro short-term rate (€STR) (ECB/2019/19), as amended from time 

to time; 

"EDFR" means the Eurosystem Deposit Facility Rate, the rate on the deposit facility, which 

banks may use to make overnight deposits with the Eurosystem (comprising the European 

Central Bank and the national central banks of those countries that have adopted the Euro) 

as published on the Website of the European Central Bank; 

"EDFR Spread" means: 

a) if no ECB Recommended Rate is recommended before the end of the first 

TARGET Business Day following the date on which the €STR Index Cessation 

Event occurs, the arithmetic mean of the daily difference between the €STR and 

the EDFR for each of the thirty (30) TARGET Business Days immediately 

preceding the date on which the €STR Index Cessation Event occurred; or 

b) if an ECB Recommended Rate Index Cessation Event occurs, the arithmetic 

mean of the daily difference between the ECB Recommended Rate and the 

EDFR for each of the thirty (30) TARGET Business Days immediately preceding 

the date on which the ECB Recommended Rate Index Cessation Event occurred; 

"€STR" means, in respect of any TARGET Business Day, the interest rate representing the 

wholesale Euro unsecured overnight borrowing costs of banks located in the Euro area 

provided by the European Central Bank as administrator of such rate (or any successor 

administrator) and published on the Website of the European Central Bank (as defined 

below) at or before 9:00 a.m. (Frankfurt time) (or, in case a revised euro short-term rate is 

published as provided in Article 4 subsection 3 of the ECB €STR Guideline at or before 

11:00 a.m. (Frankfurt time), such revised interest rate) on the TARGET Business Day 

immediately following such TARGET Business Day; 

"€STRi-pTBD" means, in respect of any TARGET Business Day falling in the relevant 

Observation Period, the €STR for the TARGET Business Day falling “p” TARGET Business 

Days prior to the relevant TARGET Business Day “i”; 

"€STR Index Cessation Event" means the occurrence of one or more of the following 

events, as determined by the Issuer and notified by the Issuer to the Calculation Agent: 

a) a public statement or publication of information by or on behalf of the European 

Central Bank (or any successor administrator of €STR) announcing that it has 

ceased or will cease to provide €STR permanently or indefinitely, provided that, 
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at the time of the statement or the publication, there is no successor administrator 

that will continue to provide €STR; or 

b) a public statement or publication of information by the regulatory supervisor for 

the administrator of €STR, the central bank for the currency of €STR, an 

insolvency official with jurisdiction over the administrator of €STR, a resolution 

authority with jurisdiction over the administrator of €STR or a court or an entity 

with similar insolvency or resolution authority over the administrator of €STR, 

which states that the administrator of €STR has ceased or will cease to provide 

€STR permanently or indefinitely, provided that, at the time of the statement or 

publication, there is no successor administrator that will continue to provide 

€STR; 

"€STR Index Cessation Effective Date" means, in respect of an €STR Index Cessation 

Event, the first date on which €STR is no longer provided by the European Central Bank (or 

any successor administrator of €STR), as determined by the Issuer and notified by the Issuer 

to the Calculation Agent; 

"i" is a series of whole numbers from one to do, each representing the relevant TARGET 

Business Day in chronological order from, and including, the first TARGET Business Day 

in the relevant Interest Accrual Period, to, but excluding, the Interest Payment Date 

corresponding to such Interest Accrual Period; 

"Modified EDFR" means a reference rate equal to the EDFR plus the EDFR Spread; 

"ni" for any TARGET Business Day “i” is the number of calendar days from, and including, 

the relevant TARGET Business Day “i” up to, but excluding, the immediately following 

TARGET Business Day in the relevant Interest Accrual Period; 

"Observation Period" means in respect of any Interest Accrual Period, the period from and 

including the date falling “p” TARGET Business Days prior to the first day of the relevant 

Interest Accrual Period (and the first Observation Period shall begin on and include the date 

falling “p” TARGET Business Days prior to the Interest Commencement Date) and ending 

on, but excluding, the date falling “p” TARGET Business Day prior to the Interest Payment 

Date of such Interest Accrual Period (or the date falling “p” TARGET Business Day prior to 

such earlier date, if any, on which the Notes become due and payable); 

"Lookback Period" or "p" means in relation to any Interest Accrual Period, the number of 

TARGET Business Days specified in the Final Terms; and 

"Website of the European Central Bank" means the website of the European Central Bank 

currently at https://www.ecb.europa.eu/home/html/index.en.html or any successor source 

officially designated by the European Central Bank.

(D) Linear Interpolation 

Where Linear Interpolation is specified in the relevant Final Terms in respect of an Interest 

Accrual Period, the Rate of Interest for such Interest Accrual Period shall be calculated by 

the Calculation Agent by straight line linear interpolation by reference to two rates based 

on the relevant FBF Rate (if specified as applicable in the relevant Final terms), the relevant 

Floating Rate Option (where ISDA Determination is specified in the relevant Final Terms) 

or the relevant Reference Rate (where Screen Rate Determination is specified in the 

relevant Final Terms), one of which shall be determined as if the Applicable Maturity were 

the period of time for which rates are available next shorter than the length of the relevant 

Interest Accrual Period and the other of which shall be determined as if the Applicable 

Maturity were the period of time for which rates are available next longer than the length 

of the relevant Interest Accrual Period provided however that if there is no rate available 

for the period of time next shorter or, as the case may be, next longer, then the Calculation 

https://www.ecb.europa.eu/home/html/index.en.html
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Agent shall determine such rate at such time and by reference to such sources as it 

determines appropriate. 

For the purposes of this sub-paragraph (D), "Applicable Maturity" means: (a) in relation 

to FBF Determination, the period of time specified in the relevant FBF Rate, (b) in relation 

to ISDA Determination, the Designated Maturity, and (c) in relation to Screen Rate 

Determination, the period of time designated in the Reference Rate. 

(E) Benchmark discontinuation 

Where Screen Rate Determination is specified in the relevant Final Terms as the manner 

in which the Rate of Interest is to be determined, if a Benchmark Event occurs in relation 

to an Original Reference Rate at any time when the Terms and Conditions of any Notes 

provide for any remaining rate of interest (or any component part thereof) to be determined 

by reference to such Original Reference Rate, then the following provisions shall apply 

and shall prevail over other fallbacks specified in Condition 5(c)(iii)(C). For the avoidance 

of doubt, the following provisions shall not apply and shall not prevail over other fallbacks 

specified in Conditions 5(c)(iii)(A), 5(c)(iii)(B) and shall not apply to SONIA and €STR.   

(i) Independent Adviser 

The Issuer shall use reasonable endeavours to appoint an Independent Adviser, as soon as 

reasonably practicable, to determine a Successor Rate, failing which an Alternative Rate 

(in accordance with Condition 5(c)(iii)(E)(b) below) and, in either case, an Adjustment 

Spread, if any (in accordance with Condition 5(c)(iii)(E)(c) below) and any Benchmark 

Amendments, if any (in accordance with Condition 6(c)(iii)(E)(d) below). 

In making such determination, the Independent Adviser appointed pursuant to this 

Condition 5(c)(iii)(E) shall act in good faith and in a commercially reasonable manner as 

an expert and (in the absence of manifest error or fraud) shall have no liability whatsoever 

to the Issuer, the Fiscal Agent, the Paying Agents, the Calculation Agent or any other party 

responsible for determining the Rate of Interest specified in the relevant Final Terms, or 

the Noteholders for any determination made by it pursuant to this Condition 5(c)(iii)(E). 

(j) Successor Rate or Alternative Rate 

If the Independent Adviser determines that: 

(A) there is a Successor Rate, then such Successor Rate shall (subject to adjustment 

as provided in Condition 5(c)(iii)(E)(c)) subsequently be used in place of the 

Original Reference Rate to determine the relevant Rate(s) of Interest (or the 

relevant component part(s) thereof) for all relevant future payments of interest 

on the Notes (subject to the further operation of this Condition 5(c)(iii)(E)); or 

(B) there is no Successor Rate but that there is an Alternative Rate, then such 

Alternative Rate shall (subject to adjustment as provided in Condition 

5(c)(iii)(E)(c)) subsequently be used in place of the Original Reference Rate to 

determine the relevant Rate(s) of Interest (or the relevant component part(s) 

thereof) for all relevant future payments of interest on the Notes (subject to the 

further operation of this Condition 5(c)(iii)(E)). 

(k) Adjustment Spread 

If the Independent Adviser, determines (A) that an Adjustment Spread is required to be 

applied to the Successor Rate or the Alternative Rate (as the case may be) and (B) the 

quantum of, or a formula or methodology for determining, such Adjustment Spread, then 

such Adjustment Spread shall be applied to the Successor Rate or the Alternative Rate (as 

the case may be) for each subsequent determination of a relevant Rate(s) of Interest (or a 

relevant component part thereof) by reference to such Successor Rate or Alternative Rate 

(as applicable).  
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The determination of any Adjustment Spread by the Independent Adviser shall not affect 

the application, with respect to a particular Interest Period, of the Margin specified as 

applicable to such Interest Period in the Final Terms.  

(l) Benchmark Amendments 

If any Successor Rate or Alternative Rate and, in either case, the applicable Adjustment 

Spread is determined in accordance with this Condition 5(c)(iii)(E) and the Independent 

Adviser determines (A) that amendments to the Terms and Conditions of the Notes 

(including, without limitation, amendments to the definitions of Day Count Fraction, 

Business Days or Relevant Screen Page) are strictly necessary to ensure the proper 

operation of such Successor Rate or Alternative Rate and/or (in either case) the applicable 

Adjustment Spread (such amendments, the "Benchmark Amendments") and (B) the 

relevant terms of the Benchmark Amendments, then the Issuer shall, subject to giving 

notice thereof in accordance with Condition 5(c)(iii)(E)(e), without any requirement for 

the consent or approval of Noteholders, vary the Terms and Conditions of the Notes to give 

effect to such Benchmark Amendments with effect from the date specified in such notice.  

The Benchmark Amendments referred to above, determined by the Independent Adviser 

as appropriate to ensure the proper operation of such Successor Rate, Alternative Rate 

and/or Adjustment Spread, (i) shall only relate to the terms, notions and definitions used in 

this Condition 5, to the exclusion of any commercial terms relating to the Issuer and 

reflected in other Conditions, and (ii) shall only be made, in accordance with customary 

market usage in the international debt capital markets, to reduce or eliminate, to the fullest 

extent reasonably practicable in the circumstances, any economic prejudice or benefit (as 

the case may be) to Noteholders. 

(m) Notices, etc. 

The Issuer shall, after receiving such information from the Independent Adviser, notify the 

Fiscal Agent, the Calculation Agent, the Paying Agents, the Representative (if any) and, in 

accordance with Condition 15, the Noteholders, promptly of any Successor Rate, 

Alternative Rate, Adjustment Spread and of the specific terms of any Benchmark 

Amendments, determined under this Condition 5(c)(iii)(E). Such notice shall be 

irrevocable and shall specify the effective date of the Benchmark Amendments, if any. 

(n) Fallbacks 

If, following the occurrence of a Benchmark Event and in relation to the determination of 

the Rate of Interest on the immediately following Interest Determination Date, no 

Independent Adviser has been appointed or no Successor Rate or Alternative Rate (as 

applicable) is determined pursuant to this provision, the Original Reference Rate will 

continue to apply for the purposes of determining such Rate of Interest on such Interest 

Determination Date, with the effect that the fallback provisions provided elsewhere in these 

Terms and Conditions of the Notes will continue to apply to such determination, provided 

that such fallbacks may in certain circumstances, lead to apply the Rate of Interest 

determined as at the last preceding Interest Determination Date. 

In such circumstances, the Issuer will be entitled (but not obliged), at any time thereafter, 

to elect to re-apply the provisions of this Condition 5(c)(iii)(E), mutatis mutandis, on one 

or more occasions until a Successor Rate or Alternative Rate (and, if applicable, any 

associated Adjustment Spread and/or Benchmark Amendments) has been determined and 

notified in accordance with this Condition 5(c)(iii)(E) (and, until such determination and 

notification (if any), the fallback provisions provided elsewhere in these Terms and 

Conditions including the fallbacks specified in Condition 5(c)(iii)(E), will continue to 

apply). 

(o) Definitions 
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In this Condition 5(c)(iii)(E): 

"Adjustment Spread" means either a spread (which may be positive or negative), or a 

formula or methodology for calculating a spread, in either case, which the Independent 

Adviser determines and which is required to be applied to the Successor Rate or the 

Alternative Rate (as the case may be) to reduce or eliminate, to the fullest extent reasonably 

practicable in the circumstances, any economic prejudice or benefit (as the case may be) to 

Noteholders as a result of the replacement of the Original Reference Rate with the 

Successor Rate or the Alternative Rate (as the case may be) and is the spread, formula or 

methodology which: 

a) in the case of a Successor Rate, is formally recommended in relation to the 

replacement of the Original Reference Rate with the Successor Rate by any 

Relevant Nominating Body or (if no such recommendation has been made, or in 

the case of an Alternative Rate); 

b) the Independent Adviser determines, is customarily applied to the relevant 

Successor Rate or the Alternative Rate (as the case may be) in international debt 

capital markets transactions to produce an industry-accepted replacement rate 

for the Original Reference Rate; or (if the Independent Adviser determines that 

no such spread is customarily applied); 

c) the Independent Adviser determines is recognised or acknowledged as being 

the industry standard for over-the-counter derivative transactions which 

reference the Original Reference Rate, where such rate has been replaced by the 

Successor Rate or the Alternative Rate (as the case may be). 

"Alternative Rate" means, in the absence of Successor Rate, an alternative benchmark or 

screen rate which the Independent Adviser determines in accordance with this Condition 

5(c)(iii)(E) and which is customarily applied in international debt capital markets 

transactions  

for the purposes of determining rates of interest (or the relevant component part thereof) 

for a commensurate interest period and in the same Specified Currency as the Notes.  

"Benchmark Event" means, with respect to an Original Reference Rate: 

a) the Original Reference Rate ceasing to be published for a period of at least 5 

Business Days or ceasing to exist; or 

b) a public statement by the administrator of the Original Reference Rate that it 

has ceased or that it will, cease publishing the Original Reference Rate 

permanently or indefinitely (in circumstances where no successor administrator 

has been appointed that will continue publication of the Original Reference 

Rate); or 

c) a public statement by the supervisor of the administrator of the Original 

Reference Rate that the Original Reference Rate has been or will, be permanently 

or indefinitely discontinued; or 

d) a public statement by the supervisor of the administrator of the Original 

Reference Rate as a consequence of which the Original Reference Rate will be 

prohibited from being used either generally, or in respect of the Notes; or 

e) it has become unlawful for the Issuer, the party responsible for determining 

the Rate of Interest (being the Calculation Agent or such other party specified in 

the relevant Final Terms, as applicable), or any Paying Agent to calculate any 

payments due to be made to any Noteholder using the Original Reference Rate 

(including, without limitation, under the Benchmarks Regulation (EU) 

2016/1011, if applicable); or   
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f) that a decision to withdraw the authorisation or registration pursuant to Article 

35 of the Benchmarks Regulation (Regulation (EU) 2016/2011) of any 

benchmark administrator previously authorised to publish such Original 

Reference Rate has been adopted; or 

g) a public statement by the supervisor of the administrator of the Original 

Reference Rate that, in the view of such supervisor, such Original Reference Rate 

will be (or will be deemed by such supervisor to be) no longer representative of 

an underlying market. 

provided that the Benchmark Event shall be deemed to occur (a) in the case of sub-

paragraphs (b) and (c) above, on the date of the cessation of publication of the Original 

Reference Rate or the discontinuation of the Original Reference Rate, as the case may be, 

(b) in the case of sub-paragraph (d) above, on the date of the prohibition of use of the 

Original Reference Rate and (c) in the case of sub-paragraph (g) above, on the date with 

effect from which the Original Reference Rate will no longer be (or will be deemed by the 

relevant supervisor to no longer be) representative of its relevant underlying market and 

which is specified in the relevant public statement, and, in each case, not the date of the 

relevant public statement. 

The occurrence of a Benchmark Event shall be determined by the Issuer and promptly 

notified to the Fiscal Agent, the Calculation Agent the Paying Agents. For the avoidance 

of doubt, neither the Fiscal Agent, the Calculation Agent nor the Paying Agents shall have 

any responsibility for making such determination. 

"Independent Adviser" means an independent financial institution of international repute 

or an independent adviser of recognised standing with appropriate expertise appointed by 

the Issuer at its own expense under Condition 5(c)(iii)(E)(a).  

"Original Reference Rate" means the benchmark or screen rate (as applicable) originally 

specified for the purpose of determining the relevant Rate of Interest (or any relevant 

component part(s) thereof) on the Notes.  

"Relevant Nominating Body" means, in respect of a benchmark or screen rate (as 

applicable):  

a) the central bank for the currency to which the benchmark or screen rate (as 

applicable) relates, or any central bank or other supervisory authority which is 

responsible for supervising the administrator of the benchmark or screen rate (as 

applicable); or  

b) any working group or committee sponsored by, chaired or co-chaired by or 

constituted at the request of (i) the central bank for the currency to which the 

benchmark or screen rate (as applicable) relates, (ii) any central bank or other 

supervisory authority which is responsible for supervising the administrator of 

the benchmark or screen rate (as applicable), (iii) a group of the aforementioned 

central banks or other supervisory authorities or (iv) the Financial Stability Board 

or any part thereof.  

"Successor Rate" means a successor to or replacement of the Original Reference Rate 

which is formally recommended by any Relevant Nominating Body. If, following a 

Benchmark Event, more than one successor or replacement rates are recommended by any 

Relevant Nominating Body, the Independent Adviser will determine, among those 

successor or replacement rates, the one which is the most appropriate, taking into 

consideration, without limitation, the particular features of the relevant Notes and the 

nature of the Issuer.  

(d) Zero Coupon Notes: Where a Note the Interest Basis of which is specified to be Zero Coupon and is repayable 

prior to the Maturity Date is not paid when due, the amount due and payable prior to the Maturity Date shall 
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be the Early Redemption Amount of such Note. As from the Maturity Date, the Rate of Interest for any overdue 

principal of such a Note shall be a rate per annum (expressed as a percentage) equal to the Amortisation Yield 

(as described in Condition 6(g)(i)). 

(e) Fixed/Floating Rate Notes: Fixed/Floating Rate Notes may bear interest at a rate (i) that the Issuer may elect 

to convert on the date set out in the Final Terms from a Fixed Rate to a Floating Rate, or from a Floating Rate 

to a Fixed Rate or (ii) that will automatically change from a Fixed Rate to a Floating Rate, or from a Floating 

Rate to a Fixed Rate at the date(s) set out in the Final Terms. 

(f) Accrual of interest: Interest shall cease to accrue on each Note on the due date for redemption unless (i) in 

the case of Dematerialised Notes, on such due date or (ii) in the case of Materialised Notes, upon due 

presentation, payment is improperly withheld or refused, in which event interest shall continue to accrue 

(as well after as before judgment) at the Rate of Interest in the manner provided in this Condition 5 to the 

Relevant Date (as defined in Condition 8). 

(g) Margin, Maximum/Minimum Rates of Interest and Redemption Amounts and Rounding

(i) If any Margin is specified in the relevant Final Terms (either (x) generally, or (y) in relation to one 

or more Interest Accrual Periods), an adjustment shall be made to all Rates of Interest, in the case of 

(x), or the Rates of Interest for the specified Interest Accrual Periods, in the case of (y), calculated in 

accordance with (c) above by adding (if a positive number) or subtracting the absolute value (if a 

negative number) of such Margin, subject always to the next paragraph, provided that the Minimum 

Rate of Interest, being the relevant rate of interest plus any relevant margin, shall be deemed equal 

to 0. 

(ii) If any Maximum or Minimum Rate of Interest or Redemption Amount is specified in the relevant 

Final Terms, then any Rate of Interest or Redemption Amount shall be subject to such maximum or 

minimum, as the case may be. 

(iii) For the purposes of any calculations required pursuant to these Conditions, (x) all percentages 

resulting from such calculations shall be rounded, if necessary, to the nearest one hundred-thousandth 

of a percentage point (with halves being rounded up), (y) all figures shall be rounded to seven 

significant figures (with halves being rounded up) and (z) all currency amounts that fall due and 

payable shall be rounded to the nearest unit of such currency (with halves being rounded up), save 

in the case of yen, which shall be rounded down to the nearest yen. For these purposes "unit" means 

the lowest amount of such currency that is available as legal tender in the country(ies) of such 

currency. 

(h) Calculations: The amount of interest payable in respect of any Note for any period shall be calculated by 

multiplying the product of the Rate of Interest and the outstanding nominal amount of such Note by the Day 

Count Fraction, unless an Interest Amount is specified in respect of such period in the Final Terms, in which 

case the amount of interest payable in respect of such Note for such period shall equal such Interest Amount. 

Where any Interest Period comprises two or more Interest Accrual Periods, the amount of interest payable in 

respect of such Interest Period shall be the sum of the amounts of interest payable in respect of each of those 

Interest Accrual Periods. 

(i) Determination and Publication of Rates of Interest, Interest Amounts, Final Redemption Amounts, 

Optional Redemption Amounts and Early Redemption Amounts: The Calculation Agent shall, as soon as 

practicable on such date as the Calculation Agent may be required to calculate any rate or amount, obtain any 

quotation or make any determination or calculation, it shall determine such rate and calculate the Interest 

Amounts in respect of each Specified Denomination of the Notes for the relevant Interest Accrual Period, 

calculate the Final Redemption Amount, Optional Redemption Amount or Early Redemption Amount obtain 

such quotation or make such determination or calculation, as the case may be, and cause the Rate of Interest 

and the Interest Amounts for each Interest Period and the relevant Interest Payment Date and, if required to be 

calculated, the Final Redemption Amount, Optional Redemption Amount or Early Redemption Amount to be 

notified to the Issuer, the Fiscal Agent, each of the Paying Agents, the Noteholders, any other Calculation 

Agent appointed in respect of the Notes that is to make a further calculation upon receipt of such information 

and, if the Notes are admitted to trading on a Regulated Market and the rules of, or applicable to, such 

Regulated Market so require, such Regulated Market as soon as possible after their determination but in no 
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event later than (i) the commencement of the relevant Interest Period, if determined prior to such time, in the 

case of notification to such Regulated Market of a Rate of Interest and Interest Amount, or (ii) in all other 

cases, the fourth Business Day after such determination. Where any Interest Payment Date or Interest Period 

Date is subject to adjustment pursuant to Condition 5(c)(ii), the Interest Amounts and the Interest Payment 

Date so published may subsequently be amended (or appropriate alternative arrangements made by way of 

adjustment) without notice in the event of an extension or shortening of the Interest Period. The determination 

of any rate or amount, the obtaining of each quotation and the making of each determination or calculation by 

the Calculation Agent(s) shall (in the absence of manifest error) be final and binding upon all parties. 

(j) Calculation Agent: The Issuer shall use its best efforts to procure that there shall at all times one or more 

Calculation Agents if provision is made for them in the relevant Final Terms and for so long as any Note is 

outstanding (as defined below). Where more than one Calculation Agent is appointed in respect of the Notes, 

references in these Conditions to the Calculation Agent shall be construed as each Calculation Agent 

performing its respective duties under the Conditions. If the Calculation Agent is unable or unwilling to act as 

such or if the Calculation Agent fails duly to establish the Rate of Interest for an Interest Period or Interest 

Accrual Period or to calculate any Interest Amount, Final Redemption Amount, Early Redemption Amount or 

Optional Redemption Amount, as the case may be, or to comply with any other requirement, the Issuer shall 

appoint a leading bank or investment banking firm engaged in the interbank market (or, if appropriate, money, 

swap or over-the-counter index options market) that is most closely connected with the calculation or 

determination to be made by the Calculation Agent (acting through its principal Paris office or any other office 

actively involved in such market) to act as such in its place. The Calculation Agent may not resign its duties 

without a successor having been appointed as aforesaid. So long as the Notes are admitted to trading on a 

Regulated Market and the rules of, or applicable to, that Regulated Market so require, notice of any change of 

Calculation Agent shall be given in accordance with Condition 15. 

For the purpose of this Condition: 

"outstanding" means, in relation to the Notes of any Series, all the Notes issued other than (a) those that have 

been redeemed in accordance with these Conditions, (b) those in respect of which the date for redemption has 

occurred and the redemption moneys (including all interest accrued on such Notes to the date for such 

redemption and any interest payable after such date) have been duly paid (i) in the case of Dematerialised 

Notes in bearer form and in administered registered form, to the relevant Account Holders on behalf of the 

Noteholder as provided in Condition 7(a), (ii) in the case of Dematerialised Notes in fully registered form, to 

the account of the Noteholder as provided in Condition 7(a) and (iii) in the case of Materialised Notes, to the 

relevant account with, or, by check drawn on, a Bank as provided in Condition 7(b) and remain available for 

payment against presentation and surrender of Bearer Materialised Notes and/or Coupons, as the case may be, 

(c) those which have become void or in respect of which claims have become prescribed, (d) those which have 

been purchased and cancelled as provided in these Conditions, (e) in the case of Materialised Notes (i) those 

mutilated or defaced Bearer Materialised Notes that have been surrendered in exchange for replacement Bearer 

Materialised Notes, (ii) (for the purpose only of determining how many such Bearer Materialised Notes are 

outstanding and without prejudice to their status for any other purpose) those Bearer Materialised Notes alleged 

to have been lost, stolen or destroyed and in respect of which replacement Bearer Materialised Notes have been 

issued and (iii) any Temporary Global Certificate to the extent that it shall have been exchanged for one or 

more Definitive Bearer Materialised Notes, pursuant to its provisions. 

6. Redemption, Purchase and Options

(a) Final Redemption: Unless previously redeemed, purchased and cancelled as provided below, each Note shall 

be finally redeemed on the Maturity Date specified in the relevant Final Terms at its Final Redemption Amount 

(which is its nominal amount). 

(b) Make-Whole Redemption by the Issuer: If a Make-Whole Redemption by the Issuer is specified in the 

relevant Final Terms, in respect of any issue of Notes, the Issuer will, subject to compliance by the Issuer with 

all relevant laws, regulations and directives and on giving not less than 15 nor more than 30 calendar days’ 

irrevocable notice in accordance with Condition 15 to the Noteholders (or such other notice period as may be 

specified in the relevant Final Terms), have the option to redeem the Notes, in whole or in part, at any time or 

from time to time, prior to their Maturity Date (the "Optional Redemption Date") at their Optional 

Redemption Amount. The Optional Redemption Amount will be calculated by the Calculation Agent and will 

be the greater of (x) 100 per cent. of the nominal amount of the Notes so redeemed and, (y) the sum of the then 
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present values of the remaining scheduled payments of principal and interest on such Notes up to and including 

the Maturity Date or, if the Residual Maturity Call Option is applicable, the Residual Maturity Call Option 

Date (excluding any interest accrued on the Notes to, but excluding, the relevant Optional Redemption Date) 

discounted to the relevant Optional Redemption Date on an annual basis at the Make-whole Redemption Rate 

plus a Make-whole Redemption Margin, plus in each case, any interest accrued on the Notes to, but excluding, 

the Optional Redemption Date. 

For the purposes of this Condition, the following defined terms shall have the meanings set out below: 

"Make-whole Redemption Margin" means the margin specified as such in the relevant Final Terms. 

"Make-whole Redemption Rate" means (i) the average of the four quotations given by the Reference Dealers 

of the mid-market annual yield to maturity of the Reference Security on the fourth Business Day preceding the 

Optional Redemption Date at 11:00 a.m. (Central European Time ("CET")) ("Reference Dealer Quotation") 

or (ii) the Reference Screen Rate, as specified in the relevant Final Terms. 

"Reference Dealers" means each of the four banks selected by the Calculation Agent which are primary 

European government security dealers, and their respective successors, or market makers in pricing corporate 

bond issues, or such other banks or method of selection of such banks as specified in the relevant Final Terms. 

"Reference Screen Rate" means the screen rate specified as such in the relevant Final Terms. 

"Reference Security" means the security specified as such in the relevant Final Terms. 

If the Reference Security is no longer outstanding, a Similar Security will be chosen by the Calculation Agent 

at 11:00 a.m. (CET) on the third Business Day preceding the Optional Redemption Date, quoted in writing by 

the Calculation Agent to the Issuer and notified in accordance with Condition 15. 

"Similar Security" means a reference bond or reference bonds issued by the same issuer as the Reference 

Security having an actual or interpolated maturity comparable with the remaining term of the Notes that would 

be utilised, at the time of selection and in accordance with customary financial practice, in pricing new issues 

of corporate debt securities of comparable maturity to the remaining term of the Notes. 

The Make-whole Redemption Rate will be notified by the Issuer in accordance with Condition 15.  

The determination of any rate or amount, the obtaining of each quotation and the making of each determination 

or calculation by the Calculation Agent shall (in the absence of manifest error) be final and binding upon all 

parties. 

In the case of a partial redemption, the relevant provision of Condition 6(c) shall apply mutatis mutandis to 

this Condition 6(b). 

(c) Redemption at the Option of the Issuer and Partial Redemption: If a Call Option is specified in the relevant 

Final Terms, the Issuer may, subject to compliance by the Issuer with all relevant laws, regulations and 

directives and on giving not less than 15 nor more than 30 calendar days' irrevocable notice in accordance with 

Condition 15 to the Noteholders (or such other notice period if specified in the relevant Final Terms), redeem 

all, or, if so provided, some, of the Notes on any Optional Redemption Date. Any such redemption of Notes 

shall be at their Optional Redemption Amount together with interest accrued to the date fixed for redemption. 

Any such redemption must relate to Notes of a nominal amount at least equal to the Minimum Redemption 

Amount to be redeemed specified in the relevant Final Terms and no greater than the Maximum Redemption 

Amount to be redeemed specified in the relevant Final Terms. 

All Notes in respect of which any such notice is given shall be redeemed on the date specified in such notice 

in accordance with this Condition. 

In the case of a partial redemption in respect of Materialised Notes, the notice to holders of such Materialised 

Notes shall also contain the number of the Definitive Materialised Bearer Notes to be redeemed, which shall 

have been drawn in such place and in such manner as may be fair and reasonable in the circumstances, taking 

account of prevailing market practices, subject to compliance with any applicable laws and Regulated Market 

requirements. 
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In the case of a partial redemption in respect of Dematerialised Notes, the redemption may be effected, at the 

option of the Issuer, either (i) by reducing the nominal amount of all such Dematerialised Notes in a Series in 

proportion to the aggregate nominal amount redeemed, subject to compliance with any other applicable laws 

and stock exchange requirements or (ii) by redeeming in full some only of such Dematerialised Notes and, in 

such latter case, the choice between those Dematerialised Notes that will be fully redeemed and those 

Dematerialised Notes of any Series that will not be redeemed shall be made in accordance with Article R.213-

16 of the French Code monétaire et financier, subject to compliance with any other applicable laws and 

Regulated Market requirements. 

So long as the Notes are admitted to trading on a Regulated Market and the rules of, or applicable to, such 

Regulated Market require, the Issuer shall, each time there has been a partial redemption of the Notes, cause 

to be published in accordance with Articles 221-3 and 221-4 of the General Regulation (Règlement Général) 

of the Autorité des marchés financiers and on the website of any other competent authority and/or Regulated 

Market on which the Notes are admitted to trading, a notice specifying the aggregate nominal amount of Notes 

outstanding and, in the case of Materialised Notes, a list of any Definitive Materialised Bearer Notes drawn 

for redemption but not surrendered. 

(d) Residual Maturity Call Option: If a Residual Maturity Call Option is specified in the relevant Final Terms, 

the Issuer may, on giving not less than 15 nor more than 30 calendar days’ irrevocable notice in accordance 

with Condition 15 to the Noteholders (or such other notice period if specified in the relevant Final Terms) 

redeem the Notes, in whole but not in part, at par together with interest accrued to, but excluding, the date fixed 

for redemption, at any time as from the "Residual Maturity Call Option Date" specified in the relevant Final 

Terms, which shall be no earlier than (i) three months before the Maturity Date in respect of Notes having a 

maturity of not more than ten years or (ii) six months before the Maturity Date in respect of Notes having a 

maturity of more than ten years, until the Maturity Date. For the avoidance of any doubt, the maturity of not 

more than ten years or the maturity of more than ten years shall be determined as from the Issue Date of the 

first Tranche of the relevant Series of Notes. 

All Notes in respect of which any such notice is given shall be redeemed on the date specified in such notice 

in accordance with this Condition. 

(e) Redemption at the Option of Noteholders: If a Put Option is specified in the relevant Final Terms the Issuer 

shall, at the option of the Noteholder, upon the Noteholder giving not less than 15 nor more than 30 calendar 

days' notice to the Issuer (or such other notice period as may be specified in the relevant Final Terms) redeem 

such Note on the Optional Redemption Date(s) at its Optional Redemption Amount together with interest 

accrued to the date fixed for redemption. 

To exercise such option the Noteholder must deposit with any Paying Agent at its specified office during usual 

business hours a duly completed option exercise notice (the "Exercise Notice") in the form obtainable during 

usual business hours from any Paying Agent or the Registration Agent, as the case may be, within the notice 

period. Such notice shall, in the case of Materialised Bearer Notes, have attached to it such Note (together with 

all unmatured Coupons and unexchanged Talons). In the case of Dematerialised Notes, the Noteholder shall 

transfer, or cause to be transferred, the Dematerialised Notes to be redeemed to the account of the Paris Paying 

Agent specified in the Exercise Notice. No option so exercised and, where applicable, no Note so deposited or 

transferred may be withdrawn without the prior consent of the Issuer. 

(f) Clean-Up Call Option: If a Clean-Up Call Option is specified in the relevant Final Terms and if at least 80 per 

cent. of the initial aggregate nominal amount of the Notes of the same Series have been redeemed or purchased 

and, in each case, cancelled, the Issuer may on giving not less than 15 nor more than 30 calendar days’ notice 

to the Noteholders redeem the Notes, in whole but not in part, at their principal amount together with any 

interest accrued to but excluding the date set for redemption (as specified in the relevant Final Terms). 

(g) Early Redemption

(i) Zero Coupon Notes: 

(A) The Early Redemption Amount payable in respect of any Zero Coupon Note, upon 

redemption of such Note pursuant to Condition 6(h) or Condition 6(k) or upon it becoming 

due and payable as provided in Condition 9, or the Optional Redemption Amount pursuant 



- 57 - 

to Condition 6(c) or 6(e) in respect of such Notes, as the case may be, shall be the 

Amortised Nominal Amount (calculated as provided below) of such Note. 

(B) Subject to the provisions of sub-paragraph (C) below, the Amortised Nominal Amount of 

any such Note shall be the scheduled Final Redemption Amount of such Note on the 

Maturity Date discounted at a rate per annum (expressed as a percentage) equal to the 

Amortisation Yield (which, if none is shown in the relevant Final Terms, shall be such rate 

as would produce an Amortised Nominal Amount equal to the issue price of the Notes if 

they were discounted back to their issue price on the Issue Date) compounded annually. 

(C) If the Early Redemption Amount payable in respect of any such Note upon its redemption 

pursuant to Condition 6(h) or Condition 6(k) or upon it becoming due and payable as 

provided in Condition 9, or the Optional Redemption Amount pursuant to Condition 6(c) 

or 6(e) in respect of such Notes is not paid when due, the Early Redemption Amount due 

and payable in respect of such Note shall be the Amortised Nominal Amount of such Note 

as defined in sub-paragraph (B) above, except that such sub-paragraph shall have effect as 

though the date on which the Amortised Nominal Amount becomes due and payable were 

the Relevant Date. The calculation of the Amortised Nominal Amount in accordance with 

this sub-paragraph shall continue to be made (both before and after judgment) until the 

Relevant Date, unless the Relevant Date falls on or after the Maturity Date, in which case 

the amount due and payable shall be the scheduled Final Redemption Amount of such Note 

on the Maturity Date together with any interest that may accrue in accordance with 

Condition 5(f). 

Where such calculation is to be made for a period of less than one year, it shall be made on the basis 

of the Day Count Fraction shown in the relevant Final Terms. 

(ii) Other Notes: 

The Early Redemption Amount payable in respect of any Note (other than Notes described in 

(i) above), upon redemption of such Note pursuant to Condition 6(h) or Condition 6(k), or upon it 

becoming due and payable as provided in Condition 9 shall be the Final Redemption Amount 

together with interest accrued to the date fixed for redemption (including, where applicable, any 

Arrears of Interest). 

(h) Redemption for Taxation Reasons:

(i) If, by reason of any change in French law, or any change in the official application or interpretation 

of such law, becoming effective after the date on which agreement is reached to issue the first 

Tranche of the Notes, the Issuer would on the occasion of the next payment of principal or interest 

due in respect of the Notes, not be able to make such payment without having to pay additional 

amounts as specified under Condition 8(b) below, the Issuer may, at its option, on any Interest 

Payment Date (if this Note is not a Floating Rate Note) or, at any time (if this Note is not a Floating 

Rate Note), subject to having given not more than sixty (60) nor less than thirty (30) calendar days' 

notice to the Noteholders (which notice shall be irrevocable), in accordance with Condition 15, 

redeem all, but not some only, of the Notes at their Early Redemption Amount together with any 

interest accrued to the date set for redemption provided that the due date for redemption of which 

notice hereunder may be given shall be no earlier than the latest practicable date on which the Issuer 

could make payment of principal and interest without withholding for French taxes. 

(ii) If the Issuer would on the next payment of principal or interest in respect of the Notes be prevented 

by French law from making payment to the Noteholders or, if applicable, Couponholders of the full 

amounts then due and payable, notwithstanding the undertaking to pay additional amounts contained 

in Condition 8(b) below, then the Issuer shall forthwith give notice of such fact to the Fiscal Agent 

and the Issuer shall upon giving not less than seven (7) calendar days' prior notice to the Noteholders 

in accordance with Condition 15, redeem all, but not some only, of the Notes then outstanding at 

their Early Redemption Amount together with any interest accrued to the date set for redemption on 

(A) the latest practicable Interest Payment Date on which the Issuer could make payment of the full 

amount then due and payable in respect of the Notes, provided that if such notice would expire after 
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such Interest Payment Date the date for redemption pursuant to such notice of Noteholders shall be 

the later of (i) the latest practicable date on which the Issuer could make payment of the full amount 

then due and payable in respect of the Notes and (ii) fourteen (14) calendar days after giving notice 

to the Fiscal Agent as aforesaid or (B) if so specified in the relevant Final Terms, at any time, 

provided that the due date for redemption of which notice hereunder shall be given shall be the latest 

practicable date at which the Issuer could make payment of the full amount payable in respect of the 

Notes, or, if applicable, Coupons or, if that date is passed, as soon as practicable thereafter. 

(i) Purchases: The Issuer shall have the right at all times to purchase Notes (provided that, in the case of 

Materialised Notes, all unmatured Coupons and unexchanged Talons relating thereto are attached thereto or 

surrendered therewith) in the open market or otherwise at any price, subject to the applicable laws and/or 

regulations. 

All Notes purchased by the Issuer may be cancelled or held and resold in accordance with Articles L.213-0-1 

and D.213-0-1 of the French Code monétaire et financier for the purpose of enhancing the liquidity of the 

Notes. 

(j) Cancellation: All Notes redeemed or purchased for cancellation by or on behalf of the Issuer will forthwith 

be cancelled, in the case of Dematerialised Notes, by transfer to an account in accordance with the rules and 

procedures of Euroclear France and, in the case of Materialised Bearer Notes, by surrendering to the Fiscal 

Agent the Temporary Global Certificate and the Definitive Materialised Bearer Notes in question together with 

all unmatured Coupons and all unexchanged Talons and, in each case, if so transferred or surrendered, shall, 

together with all Notes redeemed by the Issuer, be cancelled forthwith (together with, in the case of 

Dematerialised Notes, all rights relating to payment of interest and other amounts relating to such 

Dematerialised Notes and, in the case of Materialised Notes, all unmatured Coupons and unexchanged Talons 

attached thereto or surrendered therewith). Any Notes so cancelled or, where applicable, transferred or 

surrendered for cancellation may not be re-issued or resold and the obligations of the Issuer in respect of any 

such Notes shall be discharged. 

(k) Illegality: If, by reason of any change in French law, or any change in the official application of such law, 

becoming effective after the date on which agreement is reached to issue the first Tranche of the Notes, it will 

become unlawful for the Issuer to perform or comply with one or more of its obligations under the Notes, the 

Issuer will, subject to having given not more than 45 nor less than 30 calendar days' notice to the Noteholders 

(which notice shall be irrevocable), in accordance with Condition 15, redeem all, but not some only, of the 

Notes at their Early Redemption Amount together with any interest accrued to the date set for redemption. 

7. Payments and Talons

(a) Dematerialised Notes: Payments of principal and interest in respect of Dematerialised Notes shall (in the case 

of Dematerialised Notes in bearer dematerialised form or administered registered form) be made by transfer to 

the account denominated in the relevant currency of the relevant Account Holders for the benefit of the 

Noteholders and, (in the case of Dematerialised Notes in fully registered form), to an account denominated in 

the relevant currency with a Bank (as defined below) designated by the Noteholders. All payments validly 

made to such Account Holders will be an effective discharge of the Issuer in respect of such payments. 

(b) Materialised Bearer Notes: Payments of principal and interest in respect of Materialised Bearer Notes shall, 

subject as mentioned below, be made against presentation and surrender during usual business hours of the 

relevant Materialised Bearer Notes (in the case of all other payments of principal and, in the case of interest, 

as specified in Condition 7(f)(v)) or Coupons (in the case of interest, save as specified in Condition 7(f)(v)), 

as the case may be, at the specified office of any Paying Agent outside the United States by a cheque payable 

in the relevant currency drawn on, or, at the option of the Noteholder, by transfer to an account denominated 

in such currency with, a Bank. 

"Bank" means a bank in the principal financial centre for such currency or, in the case of Euro, in a city in 

which banks have access to TARGET2. 

(c) Payments in the United States: Notwithstanding the foregoing, if any Materialised Bearer Notes are 

denominated in U.S. Dollars, payments in respect thereof may be made at the specified office of any Paying 

Agent in New York City in the same manner as aforesaid if (i) the Issuer shall have appointed Paying Agents 
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with specified offices outside the United States with the reasonable expectation that such Paying Agents would 

be able to make payment of the amounts on the Notes in the manner provided above when due, (ii) payment 

in full of such amounts at all such offices is illegal or effectively precluded by exchange controls or other 

similar restrictions on payment or receipt of such amounts and (iii) such payment is then permitted by United 

States law, without involving, in the opinion of the Issuer, any adverse tax consequence to the Issuer. 

(d) Payments Subject to Fiscal Laws: All payments are subject in all cases to any applicable fiscal or other laws, 

regulations and directives in the place of payment but without prejudice to the provisions of Condition 8. No 

commission or expenses shall be charged to the Noteholders or Couponholders in respect of such payments. 

(e) Appointment of Agents: The Fiscal Agent, the Paying Agents, the Calculation Agent, the Redenomination 

Agent and the Consolidation Agent initially appointed by the Issuer and their respective specified offices are 

listed below. The Fiscal Agent, the Paying Agents, the Redenomination Agent, the Consolidation Agent and 

the Registration Agent act solely as agents of the Issuer and the Calculation Agent(s) act(s) as independent 

experts(s) and, in each case such, do not assume any obligation or relationship of agency for any Noteholder 

or Couponholder. The Issuer reserves the right at any time to vary or terminate the appointment of the Fiscal 

Agent, any other Paying Agent, the Redenomination Agent, the Consolidation Agent and the Registration 

Agent or the Calculation Agent(s) and to appoint additional or other Paying Agents, provided that the Issuer 

shall at all times maintain: 

(i) a Fiscal Agent; 

(ii) one or more Calculation Agent(s) where the Conditions so require; 

(iii) a Redenomination Agent and a Consolidation Agent where the Conditions so require; 

(iv) Paying Agents having specified offices in at least two major European cities (including Paris so long 

as Notes are admitted to trading on Euronext Paris and, in either case, so long as the rules of, or 

applicable to, the relevant Regulated Market so require); 

(v) in the case of Dematerialised Notes, in fully registered form, a Registration Agent; and 

(vi) such other agents as may be required by any other Regulated Market on which the Notes may be 

admitted to trading. 

In addition, the Issuer shall forthwith appoint a Paying Agent in New York City in respect of any Materialised 

Bearer Notes denominated in U.S. Dollars in the circumstances described in paragraph (c) above. 

On a redenomination of the Notes of any Series pursuant to Condition 1(d) with a view to consolidating such 

Notes with one or more other Series of Notes, in accordance with Condition 14, the Issuer shall ensure that the 

same entity shall be appointed as both Redenomination Agent and Consolidation Agent in respect of both such 

Notes and such other Series of Notes to be so consolidated with such Notes. 

Notice of any such change or any change of any specified office shall promptly be given to the Noteholders in 

accordance with Condition 15. 

(f) Unmatured Coupons and unexchanged Talons

(i) Upon the due date for redemption, Materialised Bearer Notes which comprise Fixed Rate Notes, they 

should be surrendered for payment together with all unmatured Coupons (if any) relating thereto, 

failing which an amount equal to the face value of each missing unmatured Coupon (or, in the case 

of payment not being made in full, that proportion of the amount of such missing unmatured Coupon 

that the sum of principal so paid bears to the total principal due) shall be deducted from the Final 

Redemption Amount, Amortised Nominal Amount, Early Redemption Amount or Optional 

Redemption Amount, as the case may be, due for payment. Any amount so deducted shall be paid in 

the manner mentioned above against surrender of such missing Coupon within a period of 10 years 

from the Relevant Date for the payment of such principal (whether or not such Coupon has become 

void pursuant to Condition 10). 
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(ii) Upon the due date for redemption of any such Materialised Bearer Note comprising a Floating Rate 

Note, unmatured Coupons relating to such Note (whether or not attached) shall become void and no 

payment shall be made in respect of them. 

(iii) Upon the due date for redemption of any Materialised Bearer Note, any unexchanged Talon relating 

to such Note (whether or not attached) shall become void and no Coupon shall be delivered in respect 

of such Talon. 

(iv) Where any Materialised Bearer Note that provides that the relative unmatured Coupons are to 

become void upon the due date for redemption of those Notes is presented for redemption without 

all unmatured Coupons, and where any Bearer Note is presented for redemption without any 

unexchanged Talon relating to it, redemption shall be made only against the provision of such 

indemnity as the Issuer may require. 

(v) If the due date for redemption of any Materialised Bearer Note is not a due date for payment of 

interest, interest accrued from the preceding due date for payment of interest or the Interest 

Commencement Date, as the case may be, shall only be payable against presentation (and surrender 

if appropriate) of the relevant Definitive Materialised Bearer Note. Interest accrued on a Materialised 

Bearer Note that only bears interest after its Maturity Date shall be payable on redemption of such 

Note against presentation of the relevant Materialised Bearer Notes. 

(g) Talons: On or after the Interest Payment Date for the final Coupon forming part of a Coupon sheet issued in 

respect of any Materialised Bearer Note, the Talon forming part of such Coupon sheet may be surrendered at 

the specified office of the Fiscal Agent in exchange for a further Coupon sheet (and if necessary another Talon 

for a further Coupon sheet) (but excluding any Coupons that may have become void pursuant to Condition 10), 

provided that, in respect of Notes listed and admitted to trading on Euronext Paris, such exchange shall always 

take place at the specified office of the Fiscal Agent or of the Paying Agent, as a case may be, in Paris. 

(h) Non-Business Days: If any date for payment in respect of any Note, Coupon is not a business day, the 

Noteholder shall not be entitled to payment until the next following business day nor to any interest or other 

sum in respect of such postponed payment. In this paragraph, "business day" means a day (other than a 

Saturday or a Sunday) (A) (i) in the case of Dematerialised Notes, on which Euroclear France is open for 

business or (ii) in the case of Materialised Notes, on which banks and foreign exchange markets are open for 

business in the relevant place of presentation, in such jurisdictions as shall be specified as "Financial Centres" 

in the relevant Final Terms and (B) (i) (in the case of a payment in a currency other than Euro), where payment 

is to be made by transfer to an account maintained with a bank in the relevant currency, on which foreign 

exchange transactions may be carried on in the relevant currency in the principal financial centre of the country 

of such currency or (ii) (in the case of a payment in Euro), which is a TARGET Business Day. 

8. Taxation

(a) Withholding Tax: All payments of principal, interest and other revenues by or on behalf of the Issuer in 

respect of the Notes shall be made free and clear of, and without withholding or deduction for, any taxes, 

duties, assessments or governmental charges of whatever nature imposed, levied, collected, withheld or 

assessed by or within France or any authority therein or thereof having power to tax, unless such withholding 

or deduction is required by law. 

(b) Additional Amounts: If French law should require that payments of principal, interest and other revenues in 

respect of any Note or Coupon be subject to deduction or withholding in respect of any present or future taxes, 

duties whatsoever or any other governmental charges of whatever nature, the Issuer will, to the fullest extent 

then permitted by law, pay such additional amounts as shall result in receipt by the Noteholders or, if 

applicable, the Couponholders, as the case may be, of such amounts as would have been received by them had 

no such withholding or deduction been required, except that no such additional amounts shall be payable with 

respect to any Note or Coupon, as the case may be: 

(i) Other connection: to, or to a third party on behalf of, a Noteholder or, if applicable, a Couponholder, 

as the case may be, who is liable to such taxes, duties, assessments or governmental charges in respect 

of such Note or Coupon by reason of his having some connection with the Republic of France other 

than the mere holding of the Note or Coupon; or 



- 61 - 

(ii) Presentation more than thirty (30) calendar days after the Relevant Date: in the case of 

Materialised Notes, more than thirty (30) calendar days after the Relevant Date except to the extent 

that the Noteholder or, if applicable, a Couponholder, as the case may be, would have been entitled 

to such additional amounts on presenting it for payment on the thirtieth (30th) such day; or 

(iii) Excess interest paid to a shareholder of the Issuer: to, or to a third party on behalf of, a Noteholder 

or, if applicable or a Couponholder, as the case may be, who is liable to such taxes in respect of such 

Notes or Coupon solely by reason of (x) his being a shareholder of the Issuer and (y) the payment of 

interest being made to him at a rate in excess of the limit set forth in the French Code général des 

impôts (Article 39, 1, 3°) for the deduction of interest paid to shareholders of a borrowing company; 

or 

(iv) Non-cooperative State or territory: when such withholding or deduction is required to be made by 

reason of that interest or Coupon being (x) paid to an account held in, or (y) paid or accrued to a 

person established or domiciled in, a non-cooperative State or territory (Etat ou territoire non 

coopératif) as defined in Article 238-0 A of the French Code général des impôts (other than those 

mentioned in Article 238-0 A, 2 bis, 2° of the same code) for the purposes of Articles 125 A III, and 

119 bis, 2 of the same code, and as defined in Article 238-0 A of the French Code général des impôts

(including those mentioned in Article 238-0 A, 2 bis, 2° of the same code) for the purposes of Article 

238 A of the same code. 

As used in these Conditions, "Relevant Date" in respect of any Note or Coupon means the date on which 

payment in respect of it first becomes due or (if any amount of the money payable is improperly withheld or 

refused) the date on which payment in full of the amount outstanding is made or, in the case of Materialised 

Notes (if earlier) the date seven calendar days after that on which notice is duly given to the Noteholders that, 

upon further presentation of the Note or Coupon being made in accordance with the Conditions, such payment 

will be made, provided that payment is in fact made upon such presentation. 

References in these Conditions to (i) "principal" shall be deemed to include any premium payable in respect 

of the Notes, Final Redemption Amounts, Early Redemption Amounts, Optional Redemption Amounts, 

Amortised Nominal Amounts and all other amounts in the nature of principal payable pursuant to Condition 6 

or any amendment or supplement to it, (ii) "interest" shall be deemed to include all Interest Amounts and all 

other amounts payable pursuant to Condition 5 or any amendment or supplement to it and (iii) "principal" 

and/or "interest" shall be deemed to include any additional amounts that may be payable under this Condition. 

9. Events of Default

The Representative (as defined in Condition 11), upon request of any Noteholder, may, upon written notice to the Fiscal 

Agent given before all defaults shall have been cured, cause all the Notes (but not some only) held by such Noteholder 

to become immediately due and payable at their principal amount, together with any accrued interest thereon, as of the 

date on which such notice for payment is received by the Fiscal Agent without further formality, if any of the following 

events (each an "Event of Default") shall occur: 

(i) the Issuer fails to pay any amount of principal in respect of the Notes of the relevant Series or any of them on 

the due date for payment thereof or fails to pay any amount of interest in respect of the Notes of the relevant 

Series or any of them within 15 calendar days of the due date for payment thereof; or 

(ii) the Issuer defaults in the performance or observance of any of its other obligations under or in respect of the 

Notes of the relevant Series and (except in any case where such default is incapable of remedy when no such 

continuation or notice, as is hereinafter mentioned, will be required) such default remains unremedied for 

30 calendar days after written notice requiring such default to be remedied has been received by the Issuer at 

the specified office of the Fiscal Agent by the Holder of any such Note; or 

(iii) (a) any Indebtedness (as defined below) of the Issuer (being Indebtedness having an outstanding aggregate 

principal amount in excess of €50,000,000 or its equivalent in any other currency) is not paid when due or 

(as the case may be) within any original applicable grace period, (b) any Indebtedness (being Indebtedness 

having an outstanding aggregate principal amount in excess of €50,000,000 or its equivalent in any other 

currency) becomes due and payable prior to its stated maturity as a result of a default thereunder which is not 

remedied within the relevant grace period or (c) the Issuer fails to pay when due any amount payable by it 
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under any guarantee of Indebtedness (being Indebtedness having an outstanding aggregate principal amount 

in excess of €50,000,000 or its equivalent in any other currency) unless, in each case, the Issuer is contesting 

in good faith its obligations to make payment or repayment of such amount; or 

(iv) a judgment is issued for judicial liquidation (liquidation judiciaire) or for a transfer of the whole of the Issuer's 

business (cession totale de l'entreprise à la suite d'un plan de cession), or the Issuer is subject to proceedings 

to the same effect, or in the absence of legal proceedings the Issuer makes a conveyance, assignment or other 

arrangement for the benefit of its creditors or enters into a composition with its creditors. 

For the purposes of this Condition 9, "Indebtedness" means (i) any monies borrowed and any indebtedness of the Issuer 

which, in each case, is in the form of or represented by any bond, note, debenture, debenture stock, loan stock, certificate 

or other instrument which is, or is capable of being, listed, quoted or traded on any stock exchange or in any securities 

market (including, without limitation, any over-the-counter market) and (ii) any indebtedness of the Issuer which is in 

the form of or represented by any bank loan. 

10. Prescription

Claims against the Issuer for payment in respect of the Notes and Coupons (which for this purpose shall not include 

Talons) shall be prescribed and become void unless made within ten (10) years (in the case of principal) or five (5) years 

(in case of interest) from the appropriate Relevant Date in respect of them. 

11. Representation of Noteholders

The Noteholders will, in respect of all Tranches of the relevant Series, be grouped automatically for the defence of their 

common interests in a masse (the "Masse") which will be governed by the provisions of Articles L.228-46 et seq. of the 

French Code de commerce with the exception of Articles L.228-48, L.228-59, the second sentence of L.228-65 II, and 

R. 228-69 of the French Code de commerce and as supplemented by this Condition 11. 

(a) Legal Personality

The Masse will be a separate legal entity and will act in part through a representative (the "Representative") 

and in part through collective decisions of the Noteholders (the "Collective Decisions"). 

The Masse alone, to the exclusion of all individual Noteholders, shall exercise the common rights, actions and 

benefits which now or in the future may accrue with respect to the Notes. 

(b) Representative

The names and addresses of the Representative and its alternate (if any), will be set out in the relevant Final 

Terms. The Representative appointed in respect of the first Tranche of any Series of Notes will be the 

Representative of the single Masse of all subsequent Tranches in such Series. 

The Representative will be entitled to such remuneration in connection with its functions or duties as set out 

in the relevant Final Terms. No additional remuneration is payable in relation to any subsequent Tranche of 

any given Series. 

In the event of death, liquidation, retirement, resignation or revocation of appointment of the Representative, 

such Representative will be replaced by its alternate, if any. Another Representative may be appointed. 

All interested parties will at all times have the right to obtain the names and addresses of the Representative 

and the alternate Representative (if any) at the registered office of the Issuer. 

(c) Powers of the Representative

The Representative shall (in the absence of any Collective Decision to the contrary) have the power to take all 

acts of management necessary in order to defend the common interests of the Noteholders, with the capacity 

to delegate its powers. 

All legal proceedings against the Noteholders or initiated by them, must be brought by or against the 

Representative. 
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(d) Collective Decisions 

Collective Decisions are adopted either in a general meeting (the "General Meeting") or by consent following 

a written consultation (the "Written Resolution") (as further described in Condition 11 (d) (ii) below). 

In accordance with Article R.228-71 of the French Code de commerce, the rights of each Noteholder to 

participate in Collective Decisions will be evidenced by the entries in the books of the relevant Account Holder 

or the Issuer or the Registration Agent (as the case may be) of the name of such Noteholder as of 0:00 (Paris 

time), on the second (2nd) business day in Paris preceding the date set for the Collective Decision. 

Collective Decisions must be published in accordance with Condition 15. 

The Issuer shall hold a register of the Collective Decisions and shall make it available, upon request, to any 

subsequent holder of any of the Notes of such Series. 

For the purpose of this Condition 11 (d), references to "Notes" and "Noteholders" are only to the Notes of one 

or several Series of Notes in respect of which a General Meeting has been, or is to be, called, and to the Notes 

of one several Series of Notes in respect of which a Written Resolution has been, or is to be sought, and to the 

holders of those Notes respectively. 

(i) General Meeting

A General Meeting may be called at any time, either by the Issuer or by the Representative. One or 

more Noteholders, holding together at least one-thirtieth (1/30) of the principal amount of Notes 

outstanding, may address to the Issuer and the Representative a demand for a General Meeting to be 

called. If such General Meeting has not been called within two (2) months after such demand, the 

Noteholders may commission one of them to petition the competent court to appoint an agent 

(mandataire) who will call the General Meeting. 

The General Meeting may act with respect to any matter that relates to the common rights, actions 

and benefits which now or in the future may accrue with respect to the Notes, including authorising 

the Representative to act at law as plaintiff or defendant. 

The General Meeting may further deliberate on any proposal relating to the modification of the 

Conditions including any proposal, whether for arbitration or settlement, relating to rights in 

controversy or which were the subject of judicial decisions, provided, however, that the General 

Meeting may not increase the liabilities (charges) of Noteholders, nor establish any unequal 

treatment between the Noteholders, nor decide to convert Notes into shares. 

General Meetings may deliberate validly on first convocation only if the Noteholders present or 

represented hold at least one-fifth (1/5) of the principal amount of the Notes then outstanding. On 

second convocation, no quorum shall be required. The decisions of the General Meeting shall be 

taken by a two-third (2/3) majority of votes held by the Noteholders attending such General Meeting 

or represented thereat. 

Notice of the date, time, place and agenda of any General Meeting will be published in accordance 

with Condition 15 not less than fifteen (15) calendar days prior to the date of the General Meeting 

on first convocation and not less than five (5) calendar days prior to the date of the General Meeting 

on second convocation. 

Each Noteholder has the right to participate in a General Meeting in person, by proxy, 

correspondence or videoconference or any other means of telecommunication allowing the 

identification of the participating Noteholders. Each Note carries the right to one vote or, in the case 

of Notes issued with more than one Specified Denomination, one vote in respect of each multiple of 

the lowest Specified Denomination comprised in the principal amount of the Specified Denomination 

of such Note. 

(ii) Written Resolutions and Electronic Consent 
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Pursuant to Article L.228-46-1 of the French Code de commerce, the Issuer shall be entitled in lieu 

of the holding of a General Meeting to seek approval of a resolution from the Noteholders by way of 

a Written Resolution. Subject to the following sentence, a Written Resolution may be contained in 

one document or in several documents in like form, each signed by or on behalf of one or more of 

the Noteholders. Pursuant to Article L.228-46-1 of the French Code de commerce, approval of a 

Written Resolution may also be given by way of electronic communication allowing the 

identification of Noteholders ("Electronic Consent"). 

Notices seeking the approval of a Written Resolution will contain the conditions of form and time 

limits to be complied with by the Noteholders that wish to express their approval or rejection of such 

proposed Written Resolution. Written Resolution shall not have to comply with formalities and time 

limits referred to in Condition 11(d)(i) above. Noteholders expressing their approval or rejection 

before the time limits specified in the notice seeking the approval of a Written Resolution will 

undertake not to dispose of their Notes until after such time limits. Any Written Resolution shall, for 

all purposes, have the same effect as a resolution passed at a General Meeting. 

For the purpose hereof, a "Written Resolution" means a resolution in writing signed or approved by 

the Noteholders representing not less than 75 per cent. in nominal amount of the Notes outstanding. 

References to a Written Resolution include, unless the context otherwise requires, a resolution 

approved by Electronic Consent. 

(e) Information to Noteholders

Each Noteholder or Representative thereof will have the right, during the 15-days' period preceding 

the holding of each General Meeting, to consult or make a copy of the text of the resolutions which 

will be proposed and of the reports which will be presented at the General Meeting, all of which will 

be available for inspection by the relevant Noteholders at the registered office of the Issuer during 

usual business hours, at the specified offices of any of the Paying Agents during usual business hours 

and at any other place specified in the notice of the General Meeting. 

(f) Expenses 

The Issuer will pay all expenses relating to the operation of the Masse, including expenses relating 

to the calling and holding of General Meetings and, more generally, all administrative expenses 

resolved upon by the General Meeting, it being expressly stipulated that no expenses may be imputed 

against interest payable under the Notes. 

(g) Single Masse

The holders of Notes of the same Series, and the holders of Notes of any other Series which have been 

assimilated with the Notes of such first mentioned Series in accordance with Condition 14, shall, for the 

defence of their respective common interests, be grouped in a single Masse. The Representative appointed in 

respect of the first Tranche of any Series of Notes will be the Representative of the single Masse of all such 

Series. 

(h) Sole Noteholder 

If and for so long as the Notes of any Series are held by a sole Noteholder and unless a Representative has been 

appointed in relation to such Series, such Noteholder shall exercise all the powers, rights and obligations 

entrusted to the Masse by the provisions of the French Code de commerce. Such sole Noteholder shall hold a 

register of the decisions it will have taken in this capacity and shall make it available, upon request, to any 

subsequent holder of all or part of the Notes of such Series. 

For the avoidance of doubt, in this Condition 11 "outstanding" shall not include those Notes purchased by the Issuer in 

accordance with applicable laws and regulations that are held by it and not cancelled. 
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12. Modifications

These Conditions may be completed in relation to any Series of Notes by the terms of the relevant Final Terms in relation 

to such Series. 

13. Replacement of definitive Notes, Coupons and Talons

If, in the case of any Materialised Bearer Notes, a Definitive Materialised Bearer Note, Coupon or Talon is lost, stolen, 

mutilated, defaced or destroyed, it may be replaced, subject to applicable laws, regulations and Regulated Market 

regulations, at the specified office of the Fiscal Agent or such other Paying Agent as may from time to time be designated 

by the Issuer for the purpose and notice of whose designation is given to Noteholders, in each case on payment by the 

claimant of the fees and costs incurred in connection therewith and on such terms as to evidence, security and indemnity 

(which may provide, inter alia, that if the allegedly lost, stolen or destroyed Definitive Materialised Bearer Note, Coupon 

or Talon is subsequently presented for payment or, as the case may be, for exchange for further Coupons, there shall be 

paid to the Issuer on demand the amount payable by the Issuer in respect of such Definitive Materialised Bearer Notes, 

Coupons or further Coupons) and otherwise as the Issuer may require. Mutilated or defaced Materialised Bearer Notes, 

Coupons or Talons must be surrendered before replacements will be issued. 

14. Further Issues and Consolidation

(a) Further Issues: The Issuer may from time to time without the consent of the Noteholders or Couponholders 

create and issue further notes to be assimilated (assimilables) and form a single series with the Notes provided 

such Notes and the further notes carry rights identical in all respects (or in all respects save for the principal 

amount thereof and the first payment of interest in the relevant Final Terms) and that the terms of such further 

notes provide for such assimilation and references in these Conditions to "Notes" shall be construed 

accordingly. 

(b) Consolidation: The Issuer may, with the prior approval (which shall not be unreasonably withheld) of the 

Redenomination and Consolidation Agent, from time to time on any Interest Payment Date occurring on or 

after the Redenomination Date on giving not less than 30 calendar days' prior notice to the Noteholders in 

accordance with Condition 15, without the consent of the Noteholders or Couponholders, consolidate the Notes 

of one Series with the Notes of one or more other Series issued by it, whether or not originally issued in one 

of the European national currencies or in Euro, provided such other Notes have been redenominated in Euro 

(if not originally denominated in Euro) and which otherwise have, in respect of all periods subsequent to such 

consolidation, the same terms and conditions as the Notes. 

15. Notices

(a) Notices to the holders of Dematerialised Notes in registered form (au nominatif) shall be valid if either, (i) they 

are mailed to them at their respective addresses, in which case they will be deemed to have been given on the 

fourth weekday (being a day other than a Saturday or a Sunday) after the mailing, or (ii) at the option of the 

Issuer, they are published (a) so long as such Notes are listed and admitted to trading on Euronext Paris, (x) in 

a leading daily newspaper of general circulation in France (which is expected to be Les Echos), or (y) in a 

leading daily newspaper of general circulation in Europe (which is expected to be the Financial Times) or (z) 

in accordance with Articles 221-3 and 221-4 of the General Regulation (Règlement Général) of the Autorité 

des marchés financiers and (b) so long as such Notes are listed and admitted to trading on any Regulated 

Market and, to the extent applicable, laws or regulations or the rules of such Regulated Market so require (x) 

in a leading daily newspaper with general circulation in the city where the Regulated Market on which such 

Notes are listed and admitted to trading is located and/or (y) on the website of any other competent authority 

or Regulated Market of the EEA Member State where the Notes are listed and admitted to trading. 

(b) Notices to the holders of Materialised Bearer Notes and Dematerialised Notes in bearer form shall be valid if 

published (i) so long as such Notes are listed and admitted to trading on Euronext Paris, (a) in a leading daily 

newspaper of general circulation in France (which is expected to be Les Echos), or (b) in a leading daily 

newspaper of general circulation in Europe (which is expected to be the Financial Times) or (c) in accordance 

with Articles 221-3 and 221-4 of the General Regulation (Règlement Général) of the Autorité des marchés 

financiers and (ii) so long as such Notes are listed and admitted to trading on any Regulated Market and, to the 

extent applicable, laws or regulations or the rules of such Regulated Market so require (a) in a leading daily 

newspaper with general circulation in the city where the Regulated Market on which such Notes are listed and 
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admitted to trading is located and/or (b) on the website of any other competent authority or Regulated Market 

of the EEA Member State where the Notes are listed and admitted to trading. 

(c) If any such publication is not practicable, notice shall be validly given if published in another leading daily 

English language newspaper with general circulation in Europe. Any such notice shall be deemed to have been 

given on the date of such publication or, if published more than once or on different dates, on the date of the 

first publication as provided above. Couponholders shall be deemed for all purposes to have notice of the 

contents of any notice given to the holders of Materialised Bearer Notes in accordance with this Condition. 

(d) Notices required to be given to the holders of Dematerialised Notes (whether in registered or in bearer form) 

pursuant to these Conditions may be given by delivery of the relevant notice to Euroclear France, Euroclear, 

Clearstream and any other clearing system through which the Notes are for the time being cleared in 

substitution for the mailing and publication as required by Conditions 15(a), (b) and (c) above; except that 

notices relating to the convocation and decision(s) of the General Meetings pursuant to Condition 11 and 

pursuant to Articles R.228-79 and R.236-11 of the French Code monétaire et financier shall also be published 

(a) so long as the Notes are listed and admitted to trading on any Regulated Market and the rules of such 

Regulated Market so require, on the website of any other competent authority or Regulated Market of the EEA 

Member State where the Notes are admitted to trading, and (b) on the website of the Issuer (www.rte-

france.com). 

16. Governing Law and Jurisdiction

(a) Governing Law: The Notes (and, where applicable, the Coupons and the Talons) and any non-contractual 

obligations arising out of or in connection with the Notes (and, where applicable, the Coupons and the Talons) 

are governed by, and shall be construed in accordance with, French law. 

(b) Jurisdiction: Any claim against the Issuer in connection with any Notes, Coupons or Talons and any non-

contractual obligations arising out of or in connection with the Notes (and where applicable, the Coupons and 

the Talons) may be brought before any competent court of the jurisdiction of the Paris Court of Appeal. 

http://www.rte-france.com/
http://www.rte-france.com/
http://www.rte-france.com/
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TEMPORARY GLOBAL CERTIFICATES ISSUED IN RESPECT OF 

MATERIALISED BEARER NOTES 

Temporary Global Certificates 

A Temporary Global Certificate, without interest Coupons, will initially be issued in connection with Materialised Bearer Notes. 

Upon the initial deposit of such Temporary Global Certificate with a common depositary for Euroclear and Clearstream (the 

"Common Depositary"), Euroclear or Clearstream will credit the accounts of each subscriber with a nominal amount of Notes 

equal to the nominal amount thereof for which it has subscribed and paid. 

The Common Depositary may also credit with a nominal amount of Notes the accounts of subscribers with (if indicated in the 

relevant Final Terms) other clearing systems through direct or indirect accounts with Euroclear and Clearstream held by such other 

clearing systems. Conversely, a nominal amount of Notes that is initially deposited with any other clearing system may similarly 

be credited to the accounts of subscribers with Euroclear, Clearstream or other clearing systems. 

Exchange

Each Temporary Global Certificate issued in respect of Notes will be exchangeable, free of charge to the holder, on or after its 

Exchange Date (as defined below): 

(i) if the relevant Final Terms indicates that such Temporary Global Certificate is issued in compliance with the C Rules or in 

a transaction to which TEFRA is not applicable (as to which, see "General Description of the Programme — Selling 

Restrictions"), in whole, but not in part, for the Definitive Materialised Bearer Notes; and 

(ii) otherwise, in whole but not in part upon certification as to non-U.S. beneficial ownership (a form of which shall be available 

at the specified offices of any of the Paying Agents) for Definitive Materialised Bearer Notes. 

Delivery of Definitive Materialised Bearer Notes 

On or after its Exchange Date, the holder of a Temporary Global Certificate may surrender such Temporary Global Certificate to 

or to the order of the Fiscal Agent. In exchange for any Temporary Global Certificate, the Issuer will deliver, or procure the 

delivery of, an equal aggregate nominal amount of duly executed and authenticated Definitive Materialised Bearer Notes. In this 

Base Prospectus, "Definitive Materialised Bearer Notes" means, in relation to any Temporary Global Certificate, the Definitive 

Materialised Bearer Notes for which such Temporary Global Certificate may be exchanged (if appropriate, having attached to 

them all Coupons in respect of interest that have not already been paid on the Temporary Global Certificate and a Talon). Definitive 

Materialised Bearer Notes will be security printed in accordance with any applicable legal and Regulated Market requirements. 

Forms of such Definitive Bearer Materialised Notes shall be available at the specified offices of any of the Paying Agent(s). 

Exchange Date 

"Exchange Date" means, in relation to a Temporary Global Certificate, the day falling after the expiry of 40 calendar days after 

its issue date, provided that, in the event any further Materialised Notes are issued prior to such day pursuant to Condition 14(a), 

the Exchange Date for such Temporary Global Certificate shall be postponed to the day falling after the expiry of 40 calendar days 

after the issue of such further Materialised Notes. 
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USE OF PROCEEDS 

The net proceeds of the issue of the Notes will be applied by the Issuer for general corporate purposes. If in respect of any particular 

issue of Notes, there is a particular identified use of proceeds, this will be stated in the relevant Final Terms. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE ISSUER 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE ISSUER 

1. General Information about RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité

The legal and commercial name of the Issuer is "RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité". RTE Réseau de transport 

d’électricité is also commercially known as "Réseau de Transport d'Electricité" and "RTE". 

The Issuer was registered under the name "RTE EDF Transport" at the Trade and Companies Registry of Nanterre 

(Registre du Commerce et des Sociétés de Nanterre) under reference number 444 619 258 RCS Nanterre. By a resolution 

of the general shareholders' extraordinary meeting held on 24 January 2012, the Issuer was renamed "RTE Réseau de 

transport d’électricité". 

RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité is a limited liability company (société anonyme) with an Executive Board 

(directoire) and a Supervisory Board (conseil de surveillance) governed by the laws and regulations applicable to 

commercial companies in France, in particular, the French Code de commerce, unless these are not applicable because 

of more specific laws, such as the French Energy Code (Code de l'énergie), French law no. 83-675 dated 26 July 1983 

and the French order no. 2014-948 dated 20 August 2014 relating to the governance and capital transactions of companies 

with State interests (relative à la gouvernance et aux opérations sur le capital des sociétés à participation publique) and 

by the Issuer's by-laws (statuts) approved by Decree no. 2005-1069 dated 30 August 2005 (as amended from time to 

time and for the last time in the RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité shareholders' meeting on 27 September 2018). 

The registered office of RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité is Immeuble WINDOW, 7C place du Dôme, 92073 Paris 

La Défense Cedex. RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité's telephone number is +33 (0)1 41 02 23 45 and its website is 

www.rte-france.com. 

1.1 History and development of RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité

(a) Definitions and purposes of the various entities involved in the history and development of RTE Réseau 

de transport d’électricité

C5 C5 was a limited liability company (société anonyme) registered at the Trade and Companies Registry 

of Bobigny (Registre du Commerce et des Sociétés de Bobigny) under the reference number 444 619 

258 for a term of 99 years beginning on 23 December 2002. C5 had for its purpose, in France and 

abroad, the direct or indirect taking of holdings in all forms of companies and other corporate entities 

by way of acquisition or subscription, and more generally all operations of a commercial, financial, 

real estate or personal property nature either directly or indirectly related to its primary purpose or to 

the activities of the EDF group or otherwise contributing to or facilitating its development. 

C5 was the legal entity used by EDF for the transfer of the electricity transmission network operation 

business to a separate legal entity as required by the Law no. 2004-803 dated 9 August 2004. 

C5 was renamed RTE EDF Transport on 1 September 2005 following the completion of the partial 

contribution of assets (apport partiel d'actifs) from EDF to C5 of public electricity transmission 

network equipment and assets of any kind which belonged to EDF and were related to the activity of 

electricity transmission. 

RTE Réseau de Transport d'Electricité ("RTE") was an internal division of EDF created on 1 July 2000 

following the enforcement of French law no. 2000-108 dated 10 February 2000 which required the 

unbundling of the accounts and separation of management between EDF and its electricity 

transmission network operation business. 

RTE's activity was transferred from EDF to C5 (which was renamed RTE EDF Transport) on 

1 September 2005 following the completion of the partial contribution of assets from EDF to C5. 

http://www.rte-france.com/
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RTE EDF 

Transport / 

RTE Réseau 

de transport 

d’électricité

RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité is a limited liability company (société anonyme) previously 

named C5 and then RTE EDF Transport. RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité was re-registered at 

the Trade and Companies Registry of Nanterre (Registre du Commerce et des Sociétés de Nanterre) 

under reference number 444 619 258 RCS Nanterre (following the transfer of its head office from St 

Denis to La Défense). By a resolution of the general shareholders' extraordinary meeting held on 24 

January 2012, RTE EDF Transport was renamed "RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité". 

Since 1 September 2005 (date of the completion of the partial contribution of assets from EDF to C5), 

RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité is the owner of public electricity transmission network 

equipment and assets of any kind which belonged to EDF and were related to the activity of electricity 

transmission. 

Since 23 December 2016 RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité is a wholly owned subsidiary of C25, 

as described below. 

EDF Electricité de France ("EDF") is a limited liability company (société anonyme) registered at the Trade 

and Companies Registry of Paris (Registre du Commerce et des Sociétés de Paris) under reference 

number 552 081 317 for a period of 99 years from 20 November 2004. 

EDF managed directly the French high and extra high voltage transmission system from 1946 to 2000. 

On 1 July 2000, EDF created RTE, an independent internal entity responsible for managing the high 

and very high voltage public electricity network, which became RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité 

(an independent legal entity) on 1 September 2005. EDF was the sole shareholder of RTE Réseau de 

transport d’électricité until 23 December 2016, date on which it transferred all of its shares in RTE 

Réseau de transport d’électricité to CTE.

CTE Co-entreprise de Transport d'Electricité or "CTE" (formerly C25) is a limited liability company 

(société anonyme) registered at the Trade and Companies Registry of Paris (Registre du Commerce et 

des Sociétés de Paris) under reference number 529 313 652 for a period of 99 years from 15 April 

2011. 

CTE was initially owned by EDF until 31 March 2017 and is now held by EDF (50.1% of the share 

capital), Caisse des Dépôts et Consignations (29.9% of the share capital) and CNP Assurances (20.0% 

of the share capital). Please refer to "History and development of RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité 

- Reorganisation of the shareholding structure of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité" below for 

further details. 

(b) EDF and the creation of RTE

Until 1 July 2000, the French high and extra high voltage transmission system was managed as an internal part 

of EDF, which simultaneously generated the electricity, distributed it and sold it to all its customers. EDF was 

created in 1946 as a public industrial and commercial company ("EPIC") and transformed into a French société

anonyme (a form of limited liability company) pursuant to Law no. 2004-803 dated 9 August 2004 and Decree 

no. 2004-1224 dated 17 November 2004. Today, EDF is an integrated energy company operating in a wide 

range of related businesses: generation, transmission, distribution, supply and trading of energy. EDF is the 

main operator in the French electricity market and one of the leading electricity groups in Europe. 

The creation of RTE (gestionnaire du Réseau de Transport d'Electricité), on 1 July 2000, is a direct 

consequence of Law no. 2000-108 dated 10 February 2000 relating to the French electricity market. This 

regulation resulted from European market legislation aimed at establishing common rules in the European 

Economic Community (EEC) concerning generation, transmission, distribution and supply of electricity, and 

to set forth procedures for the organisation and operation of the electricity sector, rules for access to the market, 

criteria and procedures applicable to network operations and the distribution and granting of licences. 

In particular, European directive 96/92/EC of the European Parliament and the European Council dated 

19 December 1996, relating to common rules for the domestic electricity market stated that: 

(1) where the transmission system operator is part of a "vertically integrated undertaking" (an entity 

performing two or more of the functions of generation, transmission and distribution of electricity), 

https://www.infogreffe.fr/entreprise-societe/529313652-societe-c25-750111B087750000.html
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the management of the transmission system shall be independent at least in terms of its business plan, 

from other activities not related to transmission; and 

(2) electricity undertakings shall, in their internal accounting, keep separate accounts for each of their 

transmission and distribution activities as they would be required to do if the activities in question 

were carried out by separate undertakings, with a view to avoiding discrimination, cross subsidisation 

and distortion of competition. 

Law no. 2000-108 dated 10 February 2000 on the modernisation and development of the public electricity 

service (as codified in the French Energy Code by Order no. 2011-504 dated 9 May 2011), which implemented 

European directive 96/92/EC, provides for the opening of the French electricity market and the independence 

the transmission system operator within EDF. 

RTE was set up on 1 July 2000 as a division of EDF, with independent accounts, management and finances, 

and has operated as such since that date. 

(c) Transformation of RTE into a subsidiary of EDF

The creation of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité 

In accordance with the European directive 2003/54/EC of 26 June 2003 (relating to common rules for the 

internal market in electricity and repealing Directive 96/92/EC), Law no. 2004-803 dated 9 August 2004 on 

the public service of gas and electricity and gas and electricity companies, provides that RTE had to be 

transformed into a limited liability company and that it must be wholly owned by EDF, the French State and/or 

any other body or company belonging to the public sector. 

Pursuant to this law and in accordance with French spin-off laws (régime des scissions), EDF entered into an 

agreement on 30 June 2005 for the partial contribution of assets (apport partiel d'actifs) to its wholly-owned 

non-operating subsidiary, a company known as C5 (which was later renamed RTE EDF Transport by Decree 

no. 2005-1069 on 30 August 2005). C5 was a limited liability company (société anonyme) registered at the 

Trade and Companies Registry of Bobigny (Registre du Commerce et des Sociétés de Bobigny) under the 

reference number 444 619 258 for a term of 99 years beginning on 23 December 2002. 

In accordance with Law no. 2004-803 dated 9 August 2004, this agreement provides for EDF's contribution to 

C5 of public electricity transmission network equipment and assets of any kind which belonged to EDF and 

were related to the activity of electricity transmission, as well as EDF's rights, authorisations and obligations 

and any contracts entered into by it, regardless of their nature, so long as they were related to the activity of 

managing a public electricity transmission network, as such equipment, goods, rights, authorisations, 

obligations and contracts existed on the date of the contribution. 

Pursuant to Law no. 2004-803 dated 9 August 2004, this transfer did not result in any modification of contracts 

or their provisions, and did not result in the payment of any debt that may have resulted or been required as a 

consequence. 

The partial contribution of assets from EDF to C5 and the capital increase of C5 became effective on 

1 September 2005 following: 

1. the by-laws of RTE EDF Transport (which was subsequently renamed RTE Réseau de transport 

d’électricité), a French société anonyme with an Executive Board and Supervisory Board, being 

approved by Decree no. 2005-1069 on 30 August 2005; 

2. the EDF extraordinary shareholders' meeting of 31 August 2005 approving the contribution of EDF 

assets to C5; and 

3. the C5 extraordinary shareholders' meeting held on 1 September 2005 also approving this 

contribution. 

In accordance with Article L. 236-16 of the French Code de commerce, the findings of the appraisers 

(commissaires à la scission) who were appointed in the context of this contribution were as follows: 
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(i) the value of the contributions, amounting to €4,029,920,372, was not overvalued and, as a 

result, the net assets contributed were at least equal to the amount of the transferee 

company's capital increase, increased by a contribution premium; and 

(ii) the payment proposed for the contribution, resulting in the issuance of 213,224,869 C5 

shares, was fair. 

The contribution of EDF's electricity transmission activity by partial asset contribution to RTE 

Réseau de transport d’électricité resulted in the removal of the assets and liabilities transferred to 

RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité from the balance sheet of EDF's statutory accounts, retroactive 

as at 1 January 2005. These contributions, evaluated at their net book value of approximately €4 

billion, were reflected in EDF's balance sheet as shareholdings for an equivalent value. However, 

because the financing of the public electricity transmission system operator was carried out by a 

portion of EDF's numerous credit lines, none of which was specifically dedicated to the financing of 

this activity, such portion of EDF's liabilities were not transferred to RTE Réseau de transport 

d’électricité. Instead, in accordance with Article 9 of Law no. 2004-803 dated 9 August 2004, RTE 

Réseau de transport d’électricité recorded a single financial liability vis-à-vis EDF of approximately 

€7 billion in its balance sheet, corresponding to the financial debt reflected in RTE Réseau de 

transport d’électricité's most recent independent financial statements. 

In accordance with Article 3 of French decree n°2010-1673 dated 29 December 2010 and following 

approval by the Board of Directors of EDF on 14 December 2010, EDF allocated 50 per cent. of its 

shares in RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité to the French State to a portfolio of assets to cover 

the cost of decommissioning nuclear installations. In this context, the French State required a 

concomitant change in the composition of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité's supervisory board 

in order for the French State to be able to exercise its rights effectively. This has resulted in an 

increase in the representatives of the French State in the supervisory board to four, which makes the 

number of EDF and employee representatives on that board equal. EDF therefore no longer has a 

majority on the Supervisory Board of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité. This has resulted in a 

change in the method of consolidation of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité's accounts in EDF's 

accounts, from a full integration basis (intégration globale) to an equity accounting method (mise en 

équivalence). 

The European Commission's efforts to strengthen the independence of transport networks operators 

was further apparent with the enactment of Directive 2009/72/EC dated 13 July 2009 concerning 

common rules for the internal electricity market and the repealing of Directive 2003/54/EC. 

Directive 2009/72/EC sets out the general rule of ownership unbundling between electricity transport 

network operators and "vertically integrated undertakings" ("VIU"). Nevertheless there are two 

alternatives to this rule: 

- the ISO model (Independent System Operator); and 

- the ITO model (Independent Transmission Operator). 

The Directive 2009/72/EC was transposed into French law by French Order no. 2011-504 dated 

9 May 2011 which codifies the legislative part of the French Energy Code. This French Order has 

chosen the ITO model which allows EDF to remain RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité's sole 

shareholder. 

However, as a consequence, RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité's rule of independence and that of 

its staff have been strengthened, notably with regards to the relationships between RTE Réseau de 

transport d’électricité and the VIU, and the powers of the Commission de regulation de l'énergie

(the "CRE") have been extended. In addition, a compliance officer has been designated by RTE 

Réseau de transport d'électricité to ensure the compliance with these independence rules. The 

independence rules governing the relationships between RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité and 

the VIU are described in the French Energy Code. 
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Under the provisions of the French Energy Code (in particular Article L. 111-3), the CRE has 

certified by a decision dated 26 January 2012 that RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité complies 

with the obligations set out by the independence rules described in the French Energy Code. This 

ITO certification was reaffirmed by a CRE deliberation of 11 January 2018 following changes on 

equity owners. 

Development of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité 

With its new found independence from the VIU, RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité's intention 

has been to refinance its financial debt vis-à-vis EDF with external financing. The Programme forms 

part of RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité's external financing programme. In 2007, RTE Réseau 

de transport d’électricité also established a French Negotiable European Commercial Paper (Neu CP) 

for a maximum amount of €1,500,000,000 (or the equivalent in other currencies). The French Neu 

CP programme is currently rated "A-1" by Standard & Poor's.  

On 29 January 2009, RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité entered into a €400 million financing 

agreement with the European Investment Bank (the "EIB"). As at 31 December 2009, RTE Réseau 

de transport d'électricité had used €200 million of the EIB facility. On 22 October 2010, RTE Réseau 

de transport d'électricité made a drawdown for a nominal amount of €100 million and on 

26 September 2011, it made an additional drawdown for a nominal amount of €100 million. This 

drawdown brings the total amount borrowed from the EIB to €400 million. 

RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité entered into:  

(i) two financing agreements with the EIB on 6 October 2011 and 26 January 2012 for a total 

amount of €175 million in relation to the construction of a new high voltage power 

interconnector between France and Spain. On 16 December 2013, RTE Réseau de transport 

d’électricité made a drawdown for a nominal of €100 million on the first financing and €50 

million on the second financing; 

(ii) two financing agreements with the EIB, respectively on 20 March 2013 and 24 April 2014, 

for a total amount of €500 million in relation to the financing of several development 

projects concerning the transmission of high and very high voltage in France over the 

period 2012-2016. RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité made a drawdown for an amount 

of €200 million on 8 December 2013, a drawdown for an amount of €100 million on 23 

July 2014 and a drawdown for an amount of €200 million on 24 July 2015; and 

(iii) a financing agreement with the EIB on 26 June 2015 for a total amount of €500 million 

which aims to finance the reinforcement of supply security, electricity quality and the 

contribution of the electricity grid in the framework of the energy transition, over 35 

projects. RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité made two drawdowns for an amount of 

€250 million each, on 18 July 2017 and 21 June 2018 respectively. 

On 21 June 2016, it entered into a €1.5 billion revolving credit facility (with a final maturity date on 

21 June 2021 subject to two one-year extension options exercisable at the request of RTE Réseau de 

transport d'électricité with the consent of the relevant banks) with a syndicate of banks. RTE Réseau 

de transport d'électricité exercised the extension options and the final maturity date and the €1.5 

billion revolving credit facility has therefore been extended to 21 June 2023. 

Reorganisation of the shareholding structure of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité  

On 14 December 2016, EDF, Caisse des Dépôts et Consignations and CNP Assurances entered into 

a binding agreement setting the terms and conditions of the acquisition by Caisse des Dépôts et 

Consignations and CNP Assurances of a 49.9% indirect stake in RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité 

(respectively 29.9% for Caisse des Dépôts et Consignations and 20.0% for CNP Assurances), as well 

as the modalities of a long-term partnership to foster the development of RTE Réseau de transport 
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d'électricité and strengthen its public service remit (the "RTE Acquisition and Partnership 

Agreement").  

The RTE Acquisition and Partnership Agreement was entered into following the joint press release 

dated 22 April 2016 of the French Minister of Finance and Public Accounts and the Minister of 

Economy, Industry and Digital, requesting that the chairmen of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité 

and EDF define a capital opening scheme to be implemented before the end of 2016 in order to give 

RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité the means to develop a new and ambitious business strategy 

for energy transport projects in France and in Europe, in line with its public service requirements, 

and for EDF to finance its development projects. 

In accordance with the RTE Acquisition and Partnership Agreement, the final agreed value of RTE 

Réseau de transport d’électricité equity was set at €8.2 billion (for 100% of the equity) and EDF will 

potentially benefit from a value complement of up to €100 million. 

The RTE Acquisition and Partnership Agreement provided that the reorganisation of the 

shareholding structure of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité would occur on the basis of the 

following two-step approach:  

(i) step 1: transfer by EDF of 100% of the shares in RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité to 

CTE (this transfer occurred on 23 December 2016 and was partly financed with external 

debt); and 

(ii) step 2: acquisition by Caisse des Dépôts et Consignations and CNP Assurances of a 

combined 49.9% stake in CTE (29.9% by Caisse des Dépôts et Consignations and 20.0% 

by CNP Assurances). This acquisition took place on 31 March 2017 (following approval 

from the relevant merger control authorities). 

As a result of the above, RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité is now a wholly owned subsidiary of 

CTE, which is held by EDF (50.1% of the share capital), Caisse des Dépôts et Consignations (29.9% 

of the share capital) and CNP Assurances (20.0% of the share capital) since 31 March 2017. 

Articles L. 594-1 et seq. of France’s Environmental Code (Code de l'environnement) and its 

implementing regulations require assets (known as "dedicated assets") to be allocated by EDF to a 

portfolio in order to secure the financing of nuclear plant decommissioning expenses and long-term 

storage expenses for radioactive waste. These dedicated assets must be clearly identified and 

managed separately from EDF’s other financial assets and investments. Articles D. 594-1 et seq. of 

France’s Environmental Code (Code de l'environnement) contains a list of assets which are eligible 

as dedicated assets, and allow the allocation of EDF's participation in CTE to the portfolio of 

dedicated assets subject to certain conditions being met. 

Below is a diagram describing the shareholding of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité after the 

reorganisation as described above: 
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(d) The RTE Group

RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité is the parent company of five companies controlled exclusively by RTE 

Réseau de transport d’électricité (and which are fully consolidated in the consolidated annual financial 

statements of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité), two jointly-controlled companies (a "joint-venture") 

which is proportionally consolidated, and two companies in which RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité 

exercises significant influence (associates) which are accounted for under the equity method. All these 

economic entities are collectively referred to as the "RTE Group". 

The five companies controlled exclusively by RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité are: 

- Arteria, which markets: 

 optical fibres constructed by RTE,  

 stand-alone radio transmitters or power system towers which have been pre-equipped to 

host operators’ mobile telephone facilities for lower-cost broadband supply to the final 

customer, as a complement to the use of optical fibres;  

- RTE International (RTE I), which provides engineering, consulting and other services in all areas of 

an electricity transmission network operator’s business; 

- Airtelis, which provides services using one or more helicopters, and supplies products and 

equipment to enhance RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité’s assets and/or skills (including 

operations, heliborne transport, and helicopter leases); 

- RTE Immo, which operates directly or through investments in sociétés civiles immobilières (French 

real estate partnerships), mainly for acquisition, management, administration and sale of real estate 

properties and rights, execution of work on real estate properties to enhance their value, and 

provision of real estate services; 

- Cirteus which provides services, studies, trainings and advice in the competitive sector of the market 

in maintenance, operation and development of high-voltage and very high-voltage electricity 

installations, and was created in September 2014. 

RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité owns INELFE (Interconnexion ELectrique France–Espagne) jointly with 

REE (Red Eléctrica de España SAU). The corporate purpose of INELFE was amended to refer to the building 

of any new electricity transmission line to increase interconnection capacity between the French and Spanish 

transmission networks. 

RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité owns IFA 2 jointly with National Grid IFA 2 Limited (a subsidiary of 

National Grid, the English TSO). The corporate purpose of IFA 2 is to build an electricity transmission line to 

increase interconnection capacity between the French and the United Kingdom transmission networks. 

RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité owns Celtic Interconnector jointly with Eirgrid Celtic Interconnector (a 

subsidiary of Eirgrid). The corporate purpose of Celtic Interconnector is to provide project services to 

contribute to the design and development of an interconnection between the French and the Irish transmission 

networks. 

The RTE Group’s associates companies are: 
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- the holding company HGRT (Holding des Gestionnaires de Réseau de Transport d’électricité), a 

French limited liability company2 which since the beginning of 2015 holds a participation in EPEX, 

a company in charge of the stock exchange for the power spot markets; and 

- Coreso, a Belgian company which supplies safety assessments and designs coordinated preventive 

or corrective solutions to control the safety of the electricity system covering the west of Europe. 

RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité holds the entire share capital of Arteria, RTE International, AIRTELIS, 

RTE Immo and Cirteus, and holds 34% of the issued share capital of HGRT, 50% of the issued share capital 

of INELFE, 50% of the issued share capital of IFA 2, 50% of the issued share capital of Celtic Interconnector, 

and 15.84% of the issued share capital of CORESO. 

RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité also holds 5% of the issued share capital of JAO (which performs early, 

monthly and daily auctions of electricity transmission rights on 27 borders in Europe), and 12.1% of 

DECLARANET (whose main activity is to contribute to the safety of people and assets, and to the protection 

of infrastructures in the context of the building electricity infrastructures). 

References to RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité in this section shall, where applicable, include the RTE 

Group. 

Chart of the Société RTE group of companies as at 31 March 2021 

1.2 Corporate purpose of RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité

In accordance with Article 3 of its by-laws, the corporate purpose of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité is as follows: 

(a) the carrying out in France, in accordance with the conditions set out in the responsibility specifications of the 

public transmission network concession (cahier des charges de la concession du réseau public de transport), 

of the objectives given to it by the French Energy code, in particular: the development, operation, and 

maintenance of the public electricity transmission network, notably ensuring that users are connected to and 

have access to the network on a non-discriminatory basis, in addition to interconnection with neighbouring 

countries; 

(b) balancing, at all times, the flow of electricity on the public transmission network, in addition to ensuring the 

safety, security and efficiency of the network; 

2 Simplified joint stock company (SAS: Société par Actions Simplifiée) 
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(c) the indirect management, via joint ventures or subsidiaries, in France and in other member states of the 

European Union or of the European Free Trade Association, of electricity and gas transmission networks; 

(d) the development of the networks under its management, via its subsidiaries or joint ventures, subject to the 

conditions that such development is incidental to network management, does not receive financial support, and 

that RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité is not able to give security or guarantees of any kind for the benefit 

of its activity;  

(e) the development of its expertise, notably in the field of engineering, via subsidiaries or joint ventures, subject 

to the condition that this activity remains incidental to the business of managing transmission networks; 

(f) the management of companies in connection with power exchanges in order to facilitate the creation of internal 

market of electricity; and 

(g) the participation to the identification and analysis of actions to control electricity demand, when such actions 

are likely to promote the balanced flow of electricity on the public transport network and an effective 

management of the public transport network. 
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BUSINESS OVERVIEW OF THE ISSUER 

1. Business overview and principal activities 

1.1 General

RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité is the operator of the French electrical power transmission network which it also 

owns, maintains and develops. As such, it principally performs the following three functions: 

(a) manages power flows: RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité is responsible for the supply/demand balance and 

makes adjustments, manages electricity flows and manages access rights to international interconnections, in 

collaboration with neighbouring network operators. It mobilizes reserves and compensates for losses. It makes 

the necessary accounting adjustments and resolves imbalances; 

(b) manages the transmission infrastructure: RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité operates and maintains the 

public transmission network and is responsible for its development, for minimizing costs for the community 

and for ensuring the safety of the system, people and property; and 

(c) guarantees access to the transmission network: RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité enters into contracts with 

transmission network users on the basis of network access tariffs and in accordance with rules of 

non-discrimination. 

In addition, Article L. 111-46 of the French Energy Code authorises RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité to participate 

in the identification and the analysis of any action proposed to be taken to control electricity supply, to the extent that 

such action may encourage a balance of supply and / or demand. 

1.2 Public service commitments

(a) Legal definition of public service in France

The fundamental principles of public service (service public), adaptability, continuity and equality of access, 

were set forth in Articles L. 121-1 et seq. of the French Energy Code, which apply to all operators of such 

public service. 

(b) Public service objectives for electricity

The purpose of the public service is to guarantee electricity supplies across France, in the interest of the general 

public. In the context of energy policy, public services relating to electricity contribute to the independence 

and security of the supply, air quality and the effort to reduce the greenhouse effect, optimum management and 

development of national resources, demand-side management, the competitiveness of the economic business 

and managing future technological options as to the rational use of energy. 

By guaranteeing the right to electricity for all without exclusion, the public service commitments also 

contribute to social harmony and to the balanced development of the territory, while respecting the 

environment, to research and technological progress, as well as to defence and public security. 

The right to electricity, which is an essential product, is implemented through public services. Public services 

are managed in accordance with the principles of equality, continuity and adaptability, and in the best 

conditions of safety, quality, costs, price and economic, social and energy efficiency. 

Public services relating to electricity ensure the balanced growth of the electricity supply, the development and 

operation of the public electricity transmission and distribution networks. 

1.3 Responsibility of developing and operating the public transmission network

Developing and operating the public electricity transmission network consists of ensuring reliable and efficient service 

in continental France, while respecting the environment, and ensuring interconnection with neighbouring countries, 

together with connection and access, under non-discriminatory conditions, to the public transmission network. 
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1.4 The public service contract

In accordance with Article L.121-46 of the French Energy Code, the objectives and procedures for ensuring the 

implementation of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité's public service missions are subject to a contract to be entered 

into with the French State which includes provisions relating to (most importantly): 

(a) public service requirements in terms of security of supply, regularity and quality of service provided to 

consumers; 

(b) means to ensure access to public service; 

(c) methods for evaluating costs involved in implementing the contract and offsetting the corresponding charges; 

(d) multi-year evolution of regulated tariffs for the sale of electricity and gas; 

(e) research and development policy; and 

(f) environmental protection policy, including the rational use of energy and the fight against the greenhouse 

effect. 

In this respect, a three-year public service contract was entered into on 5 May 2017 between the French State and RTE 

Réseau de transport d'électricité, the purpose of which is to define the objectives for implementing the missions assigned 

to RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité as the electricity transmission network operator in accordance with Article 

L.121-46 of the French Energy Code. 

It contains seventy-six undertakings and actions to be completed by RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité in order to 

ensure the success of the energy transition and the proper functioning of the electric system. It also contains, for some 

of the objectives identified in the public service contract, various types of "performance indicators" (indicateurs 

d'objectifs et de suivi) such as indicators relating to the percentage of high voltage electricity lines by underground 

technique, number of accidents or interruption frequency. 

In accordance with Article L. 121-46, III of the French Energy Code, the public service contract and the evolution of the 

performance indicators are reported to the French Parliament every three year. An amended and restated public service 

contract between the French State and RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité is expected to be signed later in 2021. 

1.5 Code of good conduct (Code de bonne conduite)

Article L. 111-22 of the French Energy Code provides that RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité must set out in a code 

of good conduct the internal organisational measures it has taken notably (i) against the risks of discriminatory practices 

against third parties in relation to access to the network but (ii) to ensure its independence vis-à-vis EDF and the Caisse 

des Dépôts et Consignations. 

The implementation of this code forms the object of an annual report, drawn up and made public by RTE Réseau de 

transport d'électricité, addressed to the CRE. 

In this decision dated 11 January 2018 maintaining RTE Réseau de Transport's certification (see "Administrative, 

Management, and Supervisory bodies to the Issuer – Certification of RTE Réseau de Transport by the CRE), the CRE 

approved the Code of good conduct (Code de bonne conduite) dated 10 May 2017 (replacing the previous version dated 

4 January 2012). 

The Code of good conduct (Code de bonne conduite) dated 10 May 2017 and updated in 2019 is structured around five 

principles: 

(a) guaranteeing RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité's independence vis-à-vis the vertically integrated 

undertaking RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité and the other players of the electricity system and the 

electricity market; 

(b) guaranteeing non-discrimination in relation to access to the electricity transmission network and to the access 

of the electricity markets;  
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(c) ensuring transparency vis-à-vis the regulator, users of the electricity transmission network and the other players 

of the electricity market; 

(d) maintaining the confidentiality of commercially sensitive information;  

(e) ensuring its staff obligations and commitments in relation to these obligations; and 

A report on the implementation of the code of good conduct is published annually by RTE Réseau de transport 

d'électricité and is made available to the public on its website (www.rte-france.com). The CRE also produces a half-year 

reports covering updates of the implementation of the code of good conduct, the last report of which gives a favourable 

opinion on the implementation by RTE of its code of good conduct. 

1.6 Public transmission network concession (cahier des charges de concession du réseau public de transport)

RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité pursues its objectives within the framework set out in the responsibility 

specifications of the public transmission networks concession approved by Decree of the Conseil d'Etat in accordance 

with Article L.321-2 of the French Energy Code, following the recommendation of the CRE. 

Decree no. 2006-1731 dated 23 December 2006 approved the public transmission network concession framework. The 

public transmission network concession was conditional on the signature of a concession agreement (contrat de 

concession du réseau public de transport) between the French State and RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité which 

was signed on 30 October 2008. The public transmission network concession will expire on 31 December 2051. No later 

than five years before the concession expiration date, RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité will request from the minister 

in charge of the energy sector a renewal of its concession. 

2. RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité's main source of revenues: Tariffs for Using the Public Electricity 

Transmission Network (Tarifs d'Utilisation des Réseaux Publics de Transport d'électricité or "TURPE") 

2.1 Third-party access to the networks

Article L. 111-91 I of the French Energy Code provides that network operators must guarantee access to the public 

transmission and distribution networks in order to: 

(a) ensure the public service missions relating to the supply of electricity; 

(b) ensure that the electricity purchase contracts are performed; and 

(c) ensure that the electricity export agreements entered into by a generator or by a supplier to purchase electricity 

for resale in metropolitan France and the overseas departments are performed. 

2.2 Electricity transmission network tariffs

Electricity transmission network tariffs ("TURPE") are invoiced when the public transmission and distribution networks 

are used. Independent of the electricity supplier, these tariffs are based on the "postage stamp" principle, i.e., the tariffs 

do not take distance of delivery into account. The tariffs do, however, take into account the connection conditions and 

the amount of power used, and therefore comply with the principle of tariff equalisation: customers with the same 

characteristics (same connection voltage and same power used) pay the same tariff, regardless of where they are located 

and who supplies them. 

TURPE is a cost-based system, which covers pre-determined costs and the remuneration of invested capital. 

Articles L. 341-1 et seq. of the French Energy Code lays down the principles for setting TURPE. Pursuant to Article L. 

341-3 of the French Energy Code, the CRE deliberates on tariffs evolutions. The CRE transmits its deliberations to the 

Ministers in charge of Energy and Economy relating to tariffs evolutions. These deliberations are published in the 

Official Journal of the French Republic (Journal officiel de la République française). 

Each of the Ministers in charge of Economy and of Energy has the right to request for a new deliberation within a two-

month period following receipt of the deliberations issued by the CRE. In this respect, the deliberation dated 21 January 

2021 in relation to TURPE (“TURPE 6”) for the period from August 2021 to July 2025 ("TURPE 6 Period") issued by 

the CRE (Délibération 2021-12 portant décision sur le tarif d'utilisation des réseaux publics de transport d’électricité 

http://www.rte-france.com/
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(TURPE 6 HTB)) was published in the Official Journal of the French Republic (Journal officiel de la République 

française) on 23 April 2021.  

On 1 August 2020, the TURPE was revised in accordance with the rules applicable to TURPE (“TURPE 5”) from 

August 2017 to July 2021 (“TURPE 5 Period”) which will lead to a decrease of 1.08% (i.e. +0.92% for inflation rate 

and -2% in respect of CRCP). 

The main characteristics of the TURPE 6 Period are the following: 

- it applies for four years, from 1 August 2021, with a first increase of 1.09% (compared to the tariff applicable 

during the last year of the last period covered under the TURPE 5 Period) as set out below: 

 0.49% for fixed increase every year, and 

 0.6% for 2021 expected annual inflation rate (retail price index); 

- from 1 August 2022, the tariff will increase each year by 0.49%, plus the expected inflation rate for the current year 

and the recovery rate of the "account to regulate costs and revenues" (Compte de Régulation des Charges et des 

Produits or "CRCP") capped between -2 and 2% ; the discrepancy between expected and actual inflation rate is 

compensated the following year with CRCP account;   

- the CRE decided to renew for the TURPE 6 Period an exceptional discount for electro intensive consumers (which 

was introduced in 2014) with a compensation in tariffs from August 2016 and “economic neutrality” for the Issuer. 

This exceptional discount, of an average of €173m per year for the TURPE 6 Period, will apply each year since it 

has been codified in the French Energy Code by the French law no. 2015-992 relating to energy transition for green 

growth (relative à la transition énergétique pour la croissance verte) (and in particular article 157 of French law 

2015-992 creating a new article L.341-4-2 of the French Energy Code); 

- all forecasted costs are covered, plus a remuneration of the Regulated Asset Base ("RAB") at a weighted cost of 

capital ("WACC") at 4.6% (nominal before tax); 

- new items are included  in the perimeter of CRCP "account to regulate costs and revenues", compared to the TURPE 

under the TURPE 5 Period:  

 rebalancing costs and any penalties paid by capacity mechanism actors, fully covered; 

 gains made from the disposal of real estate and land, 80% covered; 

 costs for contracting flexibility for the purpose of congestion management within the framework of calls 

for tenders to be conducted by RTE, fully covered;  

 compensation paid to offshore wind energy producers if the connection deadline is missed or in case of 

damage or dysfunctions in the connection installations leading to a partial or total limit on production 

within the limit of a cap of €70 million per calendar year;  

 reductions, penalties and compensation related to the interruptibility mechanism and voltage ancillary 

services, fully covered; 

 expenses associated with national and international congestion, covered 100% and 0% respectively in 

TURPE 5, will be 80% covered in TURPE 6; 

 balancing reserve constitution expenses, fully covered in TURPE 5, will be 80% covered in TURPE 6; 

 reductions, penalties and compensation related to balancing services, fully covered in TURPE 5, will be 

80% covered in TURPE 6; 

 The net book value of assets demolished, fully covered in TURPE 5, is governed by a specific framework 

in TURPE 6; 

 compensation paid by RTE for long outages, fully covered beyond €15 million in TURPE 5, will be fully 

covered above €9 million in TURPE 6; 

 expenses and revenues at the interface between RTE and new exempted interconnections were fully 

covered in TURPE 5. For the TURPE 6 period, the congestion costs generated by flows circulating on 

this type of assets will be included in the item relating to national and international congestion costs and 

will therefore be 80% covered; 

 bonuses and penalties relating to the new asset management mechanism;  

 penalties related to the new incentive mechanism for controlling and prioritising grid investment 

expenses;  
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 bonuses and penalties related to the new incentive mechanism for controlling grid project costs excluding 

major projects; 

 capital expenses associated with the projects to acquire the Lille and Marseille regional headquarters; and 

 any penalties generated by the incentive regulation mechanisms for the quality of data transmission and 

external innovation. 

In addition, the previous perimeter of the CRCP remains with some changes in bonus/penalties of incentive regulation: 

- the expenses related to compensation for losses on the grids; 

- certain expenses related to interconnection management, namely international congestion costs and net outsourced 

costs related to management fees for interconnection capacity allocation mechanisms, provided they can be 

audited; 

- expenses related to the net book value of decommissioned fixed assets; 

- income received for all tariff components; 

- income related to congestion management mechanisms at transmission grid interconnections with neighbouring 

countries. This income is net of all compensation paid by RTE in the event of a reduction in interconnection 

capacity; 

- income related to contracts between Transmission System Operators (TSOs); 

- financial incentives related to the various incentive-based regulation mechanisms described below; 

- R&D operating expenses (only if costs are below budget); 

- capital expenses except for investments non related to the grid; 

- interruptibility charges; 

- charges for new exempted interconnections; 

- endless studies costs; 

- compensations to electricity distribution system operators for long outages above €9 million. 

- bonus/penalties incentive regulation schemes: 

 a modified penalty system (système de bonus/malus) on supply quality, limited to €45 million a year, without 

any bonus, on the basis of the average outage duration and frequency of power cuts; 

 gains and losses on operating costs, compared with reference costs, are kept by RTE Réseau de transport 

d'électricité; 

 an incentive mechanism on interconnection investments, based on the four following criteria: incentive for 

carrying out investments useful to the community, incentive for carrying out investments at the best cost, 

incentive for optimal operation of the interconnection and incentive for carrying out investments within the 

shortest possible time period. The financial incentives on interconnection investments is a bonus/penalty 

incentive system with maximum penalty costs limited to 1% of WACC applied to the investment; 

 a modified incentive mechanism on investments over €30 million, with a bonus/penalty system if cost 

investments are under 95% or over 105% of a target budget audited by CRE. Bonus will be 20% of under 

costs and penalties 20% of over costs. Actual costs of investments are always included in the RAB; 

 an incentive mechanism on investments non related to the grid, with no ex-post adjustment with CRCP (as 

operational charges); 

 a bonus / penalty system on price purchase and volume to compensate grid losses; 

 an incentive regulation on balancing reserves, 80% of saving on reference costs are kept by RTE Réseau de 

transport d'électricité. 

3. Transmission of electricity: the network operated by RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité

The French Energy Code states that the network operator is responsible for maintaining, operating and developing the 

electricity transmission system, and is the owner of its industrial assets, which include all assets operated at a voltage 

higher or equal to 50 kiloVolt ("kV"). 

With 106 047 km in 2020 of high and very high voltage circuits and 50 cross-border power lines, the French transmission 

network is the largest in Europe. RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité's geographic position places it at the heart of the 

European electricity market. The total energy carried by the RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité network in 2020 

reached 511.6 Terawatt hour ("TWh") and represented 92.44% of the total electricity generated in and imported into 



- 83 - 

France in 2020 (the rest related to self-generation and the electricity produced by generators connected directly to the 

distribution network). 

3.1 Technical characteristics 

The table below sets forth the technical characteristics of the RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité network as of 

31 December 2020 and takes into account the impact of Article R321-4 of the French Energy Code, which modified the 

breakdown between (i) the public transmission network (Réseau Public de Transport, or "RPT") comprised by the public 

transmission network and facilities operated at a voltage greater than or equal to 50 kV and managed by RTE Réseau de 

transport d'électricité and (ii) the public distribution networks (Réseaux Publics de Distribution, or "RPD") comprised 

by of the public transmission network and facilities operated at a voltage lower than 50 kV and notably managed by 

ENEDIS. 

Source : RTE 400KV 225 KV 150 KV 90 KV 63 KV <=

45KV 

TOTAL

Operating and non-operating Tower 

lines (km)..................................... 

13,598 21,6761 909 14,105 30,079 174 80,537 

Operating Overhead circuits 

(km)......................... 

22,029 25,692 903 16,311 34,145 301 99,382 

Operating Underground circuits 

(km)...................... 

9 1,593 2 1062 3,919 80 6,665 

Total circuits.......................................... 22,038 27,285 905 17,373 38,064 381 106,047 

Substations (1) 

(number)......................... 

163 596 24 595 1,414 8 2,800 

Transformers (number)........................... 307 887 24 26 22 0 1,266 

Transformer power (Mega-volt-ampere, 

"MVA").................................................. 

140,022 98,630 1,379 1,215 792 0 242,038 

_________________ 

(1) Figures for operating substations where RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité owns at least one set of busbars and/or 

bays. 

Several categories of users are connected to this network (as of 31 December 2020): 

(a) 628 electricity generation power plants: nuclear power stations, conventional thermal plants, hydroelectric 

power stations, renewable energy installations, including wind farms; 

(b) distributors: ENEDIS, as distribution network operator, and 27 Local Distribution Companies; and 

(c) 534 industrial user sites, with electricity requirements that are such that they need to be supplied directly by 

the transmission network. 

The network is also connected to the transmission networks of neighbouring countries. The table below sets forth the 

interconnections existing as of 31 December 2020:  

Source : RTE 320kV 

DC(*) 

270kV 

DC(*)) 

400 kV 225 kV 150 kV 90 kV 63 kV

Number of circuits....................... 2 4 17 14 4 3 6 

_____________________ 

(*) Direct Current. 
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3.2 Transmitted volumes

The table below sets forth a simplified evaluation of energy flow on the RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité's network 

over 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020:  

TWh 2017 2018 2019  2020 

Net energy withdrawn (including energy 

withdrawn for pumping and 

losses)........... 

431.6 422.4 409.3 380.1 

Physical exports (net 

balance).................... 

40.5 63.3 58,0 44.8 

Net energy Generated in 

France.............

472.1 485.7 467.3 424.9 

Source : RTE

In 2020, the total net energy withdrawn in the network amounted to 380.1 TWh (-7.1% compared to 2019). In 2020 the 

total energy transmitted on the RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité network represented 91.7% of the total energy 

generated in and imported to France (the rest related to self-generation and the electricity produced by generators 

connected directly to the distribution network). 

4. Power flow management

4.1 Generation/consumption balance

As electricity cannot be stored in significant quantities, RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité ensures, on a permanent 

basis, that the electricity network is balanced, which entails the exact match between supply and demand for electricity 

in real time (see also, "Balancing mechanism" below). 

4.2 Balancing mechanism

In accordance with the rules on scheduling, the balancing mechanism and the balance responsible entities established by 

RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité, the "scheduling responsible entities" (generators, traders, etc.) notify RTE Réseau 

de transport d'électricité, the day before for the following day, of the quantity of electricity they intend to transmit on the 

network, its origin (identification of the different generation capabilities and imports, block exchanges), its destination 

(distributors or industrial groups connected directly to the transmission network, exports, block exchanges) and the times 

during which the electricity will be on the network. The programme responsible entities can alter these parameters during 

24 hourly slots. RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité ensures the operation of the network on the basis of these 

notifications, but it must be able to compensate for uncertainties that affect this balance (consumption imbalances, 

generation unit outages, damaged transmission lines, etc.) by immediately increasing or reducing energy reserves. 

Market operators offer these reserves to RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité in the form of "balancing offers", which 

incorporate price and usage conditions. Depending on its requirements, RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité uses the 

available offers on the basis of financial precedence. The mechanism is designed for all parties, whether they are 

generators, traders or electricity consumers, whose business is characterised by flexibility. They benefit from this 

flexibility by adjusting their production or by reducing their consumption. 

The balancing mechanism accommodates the uncertainties affecting the network. During 2020, 10.1 TWh, which is 

2.3% of French consumption, was used to restore balance. Competition has played a major role, even across borders, as 

40% of upwardly adjusted energy originates from neighbouring countries. The balancing mechanism was conceived, put 

in place and improved in order to guarantee the security of the electricity network. It constitutes the principal tool 

available to RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité to manage the hazards likely to affect the balance between generation 

and consumption. In the event of unforeseeable situations, other tools, such as the contract of mutual assistance between 

operators of the European transmission networks are also available to restore the balance of the transmission network.  
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4.3 Imbalance calculation

RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité has tailored its balance responsible system in response to the opening up to 

competition of the market for non-household customers on 1 July 2004. The imbalances of each balance responsible 

entity are calculated, first, from real load curves obtained through remote meter readings by RTE Réseau de transport 

d'électricité and the distributors and, second, by load curves estimated from profiling techniques. 

The estimated load curves must then be re-adjusted to correspond, first, to the overall flow withdrawn from the public 

transmission network by the distribution networks and, second, to readings taken from the meter indexes. 

This system is based on strict cooperation between RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité and the distributors which 

exchange large amounts of information. 

4.4 Cost allocation

The costs corresponding to the balancing offers activated by RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité as a result of negative 

imbalances are passed on to the balance responsible entities (generators, traders, suppliers, etc.) proportionately, based 

on their imbalance. RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité financially compensates the balance responsible entities for 

positive imbalances. 

4.5 Interconnections

RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité manages access to international interconnections in collaboration with the 

transmission system operators of neighbouring European countries. 

The European electricity transmission networks are interconnected, and ensure that energy can be transmitted from one 

country to another. These interconnections are used to ensure the operating safety of the electricity transmission networks 

(e.g., using neighbouring generators and transmitters to compensate for a major generating or transmission unit outage 

in France) and to develop the European electricity market by enabling an electricity supplier to sell its energy to a 

customer in another country in the European Union. Moreover, these interconnections, by working on the basis of price 

differences between national markets and time differences between peak-loads on different sides of borders, enable 

generation capabilities to be better shared at a European level. 

4.6 Allocation of exchange capacities

Electricity flows across the European network according to the laws of physics rather than according to the relevant 

underlying sales transactions. Only the balance of one country's electricity flow can be monitored, not bilateral physical 

exchanges. Thus, a business exchange from France to Germany actually uses the networks of France, Belgium, The 

Netherlands, Germany, Switzerland and even Italy and Austria. It will use part of the capacity of all interconnection 

installations between France and its neighbours in continental Europe. The decision to allocate export capacity from 

France to Germany therefore involves other decisions concerning export or import capacities with other countries, or 

even between these countries. 

In addition to this "spatial interdependence" of capacities between countries, there is the issue of sequencing the decisions 

needed to implement a sales transaction. The opening up of the markets has led operators to request the implementation 

of practical methods that would enable them to transfer electrical energy from one country to another in a way that is 

compatible with wholesale market transactions. The operating method used ensures that the decisions to authorise an 

exchange (made by the network operators) and the decisions to purchase or sell energy on the markets (made by the 

generators or retailers) are coordinated. 

This method is based on the notion of contractual exchange capacity. Due to the interactions between the different 

decisions to allocate capacities and the difference between these decisions and the transactions made on the wholesale 

markets, this notion of contractual capacity can be quite different from the real physical flow of energy on the networks. 

This problem has led network operators to adopt safety margins in order to guarantee the contractual transmission 

capacity available to the market. These margins are, in part, managed through redispatching: RTE Réseau de transport 

d'électricité purchases schedule modifications of generating plants that are needed to resolve network constraints, thereby 

giving participants the opportunity to export additional volumes by settling the additional costs generated by these 

schedule modifications. 
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Capacity, evaluated on the basis of the issues set forth above, must be shared among those requesting it. Since the opening 

up of the market, the capacity offered is most of the time insufficient to satisfy demand.  

RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité, whenever possible with the agreement of the transmission system operator of the 

neighbouring country concerned, must therefore define appropriate allocation methods, within the scope of a consultation 

with all interested participants and with a view, in particular, to: 

(a) satisfying the market operators consulted through the Committee of Electricity Transmission Network Users 

(Comité des Utilisateurs du Réseau de Transport d'Electricité, or "CURTE"), which was put in place when 

RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité was created, as well as through satisfaction surveys or special forums; 

(b) defining methods of allocating and using capacities in strict cooperation with the operators of neighbouring 

networks according to principles and rules defined by the competent authorities; and 

(c) obtaining the formal approval of the CRE. It should also be noted that the CRE itself consults market operators 

regarding the evolution of the exchange capacity allocation systems and must also reach an agreement with the 

competent regulatory authority of the neighbouring country. 

The mechanisms implemented for evaluating and allocating contractual exchange capacities are completely transparent. 

The methods used by RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité to evaluate these capacities are published on its Internet site 

(www.rte-france.com), in addition to demand forecasts, the capacities requested, offered and allocated, the effects of 

network installation outages and the effects of these outages on the balancing mechanism. 

RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité promotes the development of interconnection capacities in Europe (particularly 

France-England, France-Spain and France-Italy). 

4.7 System of financial compensation between transmission system operators

In the past, each country applied a network access tariff for imports and exports. On 1 March 2002, the Cross Border 

Trade mechanism introduced by the European Transportation Systems Organization (ETSO), the European association 

of transmission networks, came into force. This mechanism eliminated "fees" at the borders and implemented a financial 

compensation system between the participating transmission system operators. With this financial compensation system, 

network operators that carry international transmissions on their networks receive compensation from the operators of 

the networks where the transmission activity begins or finishes. 

For the period from June to December 2007, 27 countries (Austria, Belgium, Switzerland, Luxembourg, Germany, Spain, 

France, Italy, The Netherlands, Portugal, Slovenia, Greece, Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Norway, Poland, Hungary, 

Albania, Bulgaria, the former Yugoslavian Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Romania, Serbia, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Estonia, Croatia) entered into a new compensation agreement, called Interim "ITC" (Inter Transmission 

System Operator Compensation) clearing and settlement agreement. This agreement was intended to implement the 

provisions of European Regulation 1228/2003 on conditions for access to the network for cross-border exchanges in 

electricity. 

In October 2007, 33 countries agreed on a new ITC mechanism for the period 2008 and 2009. The TSOs of Czech 

Republic, Ireland, Latvia, Lithuania, Slovakia and United Kingdom have decided to join the 27 countries who are already 

signatories of the 2007 agreement. 

The 41 TSOs members of the European Network of Transmission System Operators for Electricity (ENTSO-E) from 34 

countries have reached a voluntary agreement on the inter-TSO compensation (ITC) mechanism, which came into force 

on 3 March 2011 (as amended and/or replaced from time to time). Compensation is for transmission losses and 

infrastructure costs and is based on the so-called "With and Without Transit model". A framework fund, which has been 

set at €100 million per annum, is used for compensation of the latter. 

As provided by the regulation EC 838/2010 "on laying down guidelines relating to the inter-transmission system operator 

compensation (…)", the amount of the infrastructure compensation fund of the ITC agreement was to be assessed in 

March 2013 by the Agency for the Cooperation of Energy regulators and remained unchanged. The total cost of ITC 

mechanism for RTE can increase or decrease if the European Commission increases or decreases the ITC infrastructure 

fund. 

http://www.rte-france.com/
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4.8 Volumes exchanged

In 2020, the volume of blocks of energy exchanged directly between balance responsible entities on the French market 

increased to 395.58 TWh, compared to 373.22 TWh in 2019. 

Number of contracts in force (as of 31 December 2020):  

Source : RTE 2018 2019 2020 

Access to international connections

Number of contracts for adherence to the public network 

access rules............................................................................. 

129 123 124 

Number of import transactions..............................................  596 581 633 

Number of export transactions...............................................  681 661 713 

Balance responsible entities

Number of balance responsible entities.................................  176 145 152 

Volume of energy exchanged between balance responsible 

entities (in TWh).................................................................... 

421 373 396 

The total volume of imports and exports remained stable in 2019 as compared to 2018 because of a increase of imports 

(+8%) and a decrease in exports (-2%). The export balance decreased by 7% in 2019 in comparison to the previous year.  

Source : RTE 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Imports................................................... 32.6 36.2 26.1 28,3 34,6 

Exports................................................... 71.7 74.2 86.3 84 77,8 

Total...................................................... 104.3 110.4 112.4 112,3 112,4. 

Export balance..................................... 39.1 38.0 60.2 55,7 43,2. 

5. Management of the transmission infrastructure

5.1 Maintenance

RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité is responsible for maintaining the transmission network, through everyday 

maintenance, emergency repairs and the renewal of installations that are at the end of their service lives or that are 

damaged. 

Following the storms of 1999, RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité implemented a "mechanical strengthening 

programme", the purpose of which was to strengthen the mechanical resistance of overhead lines to enable them to 

withstand wind speeds of up to 150 km/hr and to transform or install 14,000 "anti-cascade" towers in order to prevent a 

domino effect when faced with higher wind speeds. 

Network safety also includes protecting vegetation and creating suitably sized forest clearances. In order to achieve the 

best balance between preserving the woodland surrounding the installations and network safety, RTE Réseau de transport 

d'électricité is developing a programmed vegetation work management plan (Gestion Programmée des Interventions sur 

Ia Végétation, or "GPIV"). This plan, which associates the mapping of installations and their surroundings to the growth 

models of various trees, permits the forward-looking and predictive management of forest clearances. 
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Finally, RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité is developing and maintaining an independent telecommunications safety 

network for transmitting protection and telecontrol information. The excess capacities of this safety network are sold by 

Arteria subsidiary. 

After being deployed on command-control devices and high voltage equipment in substations, the reliability-based 

approach for maintenance optimisation was adopted for the overhead lines and monitoring operations were redefined in 

2003, with the dual objective of reducing cost and improving awareness of infrastructures. In-depth behaviour studies 

also extended the lifespans of certain measurement transformers and circuit breakers. This optimisation policy also 

involves power control systems, in particular the telecontrol systems, which are essential for controlling the uncertainties 

faced by the network. The national power control system and an information exchange gateway also improve the 

visibility of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité dispatchers on the interconnection networks and provide them with 

modern methods of communicating with the control centers of bordering countries to enable them to better integrate 

themselves into the operation of the European electricity network in particular with operational data provided to 

CORESO (Coordination of Electricity System Operators), a company owned by RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité, 

Elia, National Grid, Terna and 50Hertz. 

5.2 Development and renewal of the transmission network

The electricity system is beginning a profound evolution of its usages. In order to perpetuate its role in the future, RTE 

Réseau de transport d'électricité upgrades its network to:  

- adapt the network to the new electricity mix; 

- develop the offshore network; 

- develop interconnectors with neighbouring countries; 

- connect new generators and new consumers; 

- renew the network; 

- renew control and command systems; 

- develop digitalisation of the network. 

RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité's ambition is to develop digital technologies that will enable to optimize its 

decisions in terms of management, maintenance and evolution of the network. Their deployment is inseparable from 

high-voltage infrastructures. 

In 2020, the total amount of investment was € 1,529 million which is an increase of 73 million compared to the previous 

year. 

RTE published a new ten-year network development plan (SDDR) in September 2019 and CRE published its deliberation 

approving this program the 31 July 2020. 

5.3 New infrastructures 2020

During 2020: 

 Substations 

27 new substations were connected to the RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité's network:  fourteen 400kV 

and 225 kV substations (for new producers, new consumers, or merely for transmission needs), as well as 

thirteen 90 kV or 63 kV substations. 

Moreover, around 370 MVA of additional transformer capacity were installed in 2020. 

 Overhead lines and underground cables 

603 km of new circuits including: 
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• 400 kV: (68 km) 

- partial replacement of conductors on existing 400 kV overhead lines  

• 225 kV: 194 km (including 59 km of underground cables) 

- new 225 kV circuits for connecting to the network the above-mentioned 225 kV new 

substations  

- partial replacement of conductors on existing 225 kV overhead lines 

• 150 kV, 90 kV and 63 kV: 342 km (including 210 km of underground cables). 

5.4 Tax

The new projects will give rise to recurring taxes (known as the "taxe pylône") each year to be incurred by RTE Réseau 

de transport d'électricité to French municipalities through the French State if towers are located on the territory of French 

municipalities. For the 2020 financial year, RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité paid a tax in respect of the towers 

amounting to €285 million (€272 million in 2019). Moreover, the substations are subject to different taxes, including 

mainly property tax (€39 million in 2019 and €41 million in 2020) and taxes replacing professional tax (Territorial 

Economic contribution and transformers tax) (€196 million in 2019 and €198 million in 2020 ). 

5.5 Supply quality

RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité guarantees the continuity and quality of the supply of electricity transmitted on its 

network. 

The main indicators used for measuring electricity supply continuity to RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité customers 

are the long supply interruption (more than three minutes) frequency, the short supply interruption (between one second 

and three minutes) frequency and the equivalent supply interruption time. 

The supply interruption frequency is equal to the number of long or short supply interruptions recorded at the points 

where RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité delivers electricity to its industrial and distributor customers in relation to 

the number of delivery points served. The equivalent supply interruption time is equal to the quantity of electrical energy 

that is not distributed to RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité customers due to long supply interruptions on the 

transmission network, in relation to the average annual power transmitted to customers. Calculating these indicators, 

excluding exceptional events (storm in Maubeuge area in August 2008, snowfall in Massif central area in December 

2008, storms in the south west area in January and February 2009, storm in the west area in February 2010, floods in the 

southeast in June 2010, snowfall in Nord-Pas-de-Calais in March 2012, helicopter accident in Grenoble area in June 

2013, storm in the south west / north east area in July 2013, fire in south west in July 2014), enables the structural 

evolution of results over several years to be measured. 

The table below sets forth the evolution of these indicators over the last nine years: 

Source : RTE 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Long supply interruption 

frequency (number/year): 

Excluding exceptional events  0.08 0.09 0.07 0.09 0.08 0.07 0.08 0.07 0.092 

Including exceptional events  0.08 0.10 0.07 0.09 0.08 0.07 0.08 0.07 0.097 

Short supply interruption 

frequency (number/year): 

Excluding exceptional events  0.32 0.43 0.39 0.30 0.30 0.29 0.34 0.3 0.25 

including exceptional events  0.35 0.44 0.39 0.30 0.30 0.29 0.34 0.31 0.25 
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Equivalent supply interruption 

time: 

Excluding exceptional events  2'18" 3’01’’ 2'46'' 7'01'' 2'54'' 1'27" 2'59" 3’25” 3'04'' 

Including exceptional events  4’28" 3’18’’ 2'48''' 7'01'' 3'15'' 1'47" 2'59" 6’06” 3'12'' 

5.6 Impact of COVID-19 on the Issuer's operations and activities 

The restrictions linked to the COVID-19 pandemic have lightly affected certain of the activities of the Issuer:  as of 31 December 

2020, at the RTE Group’s level revenues, amounted to EUR 4.729 billion, a decrease of 0.127 billion (2,7%), compared to the 

revenue as of 31 December 2019 (at constant consolidated scope and exchange rates.  

The Covid-19 health crisis and the emergency measures decided by the public authorities from 17 March 2020 resulted in a general 

decline in electricity consumption, and specifically: 

- the first lock-down in France (from 17 March to 10 May 2020): the railways were particularly affected. This resulted in a fall of 

significant electricity consumption of 16% in March (for climatic normal conditions) then a slow and progressive return to usual 

consumption. In June 2020, consumption fell to 6% compared with expected consumption at equivalent temperatures; 

- the second lock-down in France (from 30 October to 15 December 2020): faced with the resurgence of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

a more flexible second confinement was decided by the French Government which did not lead to a  significant decline of 

electricity generation and consumption have far less decreased. 

In accordance with the AMF and the ANC (Autorité des normes comptables) recommendations, the Issuer did not change the 

classifications in income statement.  

The lock-downs and their economic consequences have led to a decrease in the network access business of €62 million for the first 

semester 2020 and €26 million for the second semester 2020, i.e. a decrease of turnover of €88 million for the year ended on 31 

December 2020. 

The health crisis had a limited impact on external procurement since additional expenses carried out during this period (masks, 

antibacterial gels, interviews, etc.) were compensated by lower purchases driven by the lock-downs (travel, training, seminars, 

etc.). 

Regarding current financial assets, negative changes of fair values in consequence of the fall in financial markets marginally 

impacted the financial result. No indication of impairment on valuation of assets was identified. As a result, the estimated impact 

of the health crisis on consolidated net income mainly concerns turnover, compensated with the regulatory framework (i.e. the 

CRCP mechanism) on the following years.  

MAJOR SHAREHOLDERS AND ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE OF THE ISSUER 

RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité is a wholly owned subsidiary of CTE. 

Please refer to the paragraph "History and development of RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité - Reorganisation of the 

shareholding structure of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité" below for further details on RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité's 

organisational structure. 

The share capital of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité is €2,132,285,690 represented by 213,228,569 shares of par value €10 

each as at the date of this Base Prospectus. 

In accordance with Article L. 111-42 of the French Energy Code and Article 6 of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité's by-laws 

as approved by Decree no. 2005 1069 dated 30 August 2005, RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité must be wholly-owned by 

EDF, the French State and/or any other body or company belonging to the public sector. 

The independence of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité is ensured by the independence of its Executive Board vis-à-vis its 

Supervisory Board (Conseil de Surveillance) and which has been strengthened by the French Energy Code and also by the possible 

diversification of its shareholders. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE, MANAGEMENT, AND SUPERVISORY BODIES OF THE ISSUER 

RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité is managed by an Executive Board and is controlled by a Supervisory Board. 

Executive Board (Directoire) 

The French Energy Code defines the procedures for nomination and appointment of Executive Board members. 

The provisions of these laws have mostly been incorporated into RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité’s by-laws. They require the 

Chairman of the Executive Board to be appointed by RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité’s Supervisory Board after approval by 

the French Minister for Energy and CRE opinion (Articles L. 111-29, L. 111-44, R. 111-13 and D. 111-16 of the French Energy 

Code), while other Executive Board members are appointed after the opinion of the CRE by the company’s Supervisory Board 

after nomination of the Chairman of the Executive Board. 

The Supervisory Board of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité proposed, on 17 July 2020, Xavier Piechaczyk as Chairman of the 

Executive Board, after approval of the Minister of the Ecological Transition. Xavier Piechaczyk was appointed on 31 July 2020, 

after having received confirmation from the CRE that this appointment meets the requirements set out in the French Energy Code. 

This appointment became effective on 1 September 2020. 

On the proposal of the new Chairman of the Executive Board, Xavier Piechaczyk, and after having received confirmation from 

the CRE that these appointments meet the requirements set out in the French Energy Code, the Supervisory Board appointed, on 

30 October 2020, Thérèse Boussard, Clotilde Levillain, Laurent Martel and Sophie Moreau-Follenfant as members of the 

Executive Board. These appointments became effective on 2 November 2020 as for Clotilde Levillain, Laurent Martel and Sophie 

Moreau-Follenfant, and on 14 December 2020 as for Thérèse Boussard. 

Position  Other Functions  

Xavier Piechaczyk  Chairman of the 

Executive Board 

 - 

Thérèse Boussard Member of the 

Executive Board 

 Independent member of the Board of 

directors of SFERIS 

Clotilde Levillain Member of the 

Executive Board 

 Executive Committee Member of 

Celtic Interconnector DAC 

Member of the Board of directors 

(qualified person) of the Université 

Technologique of Compiegne  

Laurent Martel Member of the 

Executive Board 

 -  

Sophie Moreau-

Follenfant 

Member of the 

Executive Board 

 -  

For the purpose hereof, the business address of each of the members of the Executive Board is the head office of the Issuer. 

The Executive Board is appointed for a period of five years (i.e. until 31 August 2025). Members of the Executive Board can only 

be removed from office after the CRE has presented a statement of the reasons for this decision. 

Pursuant to Article L111-13 of the French Energy Code, the Executive Board has sole responsibility to take decisions in relation 

with current activities, network management and the necessary operations for the set up and implementation of the ten-year 

network development plan. 
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Subject to the powers that the law, regulations and current by-laws expressly attribute solely to shareholders meetings and to the 

Supervisory Board, the Executive Board has had conferred on it the widest possible powers to act in any circumstance in the name 

of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité. 

In particular, the Executive Board has, within its sole competence, the power to undertake transactions that are directly related to 

the operation, maintenance and development of the public electricity transmission network. 

The members of the Executive Board, who cannot serve as members of the Supervisory Board, are not permitted to have any direct 

or indirect responsibility for the management of activities relating to the generation or supply of electricity or gas, in any company 

whatsoever, in France or abroad, at the time of their appointment, throughout the duration of their term and for a period of four 

years after the end of their term. 

These are ten divisions: 

• Infrastructure Management (Thérèse Boussard, Division Managing Director, Infrastructure Management). 

This Division is in charge of strengthening the performance of the infrastructure over its entire life cycle, leading its 

modernization and optimizing its development. 

• Customers – Systems design and operation (Clotilde Levillain, Division Managing Director, Customers – Systems 

design and operation). 

This Division is in charge of designing and inserting tools and innovative services needed to drive tomorrow's networks 

and to implement and operate the power system safely, efficiently, to customer satisfaction. 

• Finance – Procurement (Laurent Martel, Division Managing Director, Finance – Procurement). 

 This Division is in charge of guaranteeing the economic and financial performance as well as the "purchasing quality" 

of the company in the short, medium and long terms, and of piloting diversification actions. 

• Transformation – Employees environment (Sophie Moreau-Follenfant, Division Managing Director, Transformation – 

Employees environment, Human Resources Director). 

 This Division is in charge of transforming the collective of the company, developing its human resources, ensuring the 

health, safety, quality of life and working environment of employees, overseeing the business project, as well as 

strengthening the corporate social responsibility policy, as well as to strengthen the corporate social responsibility (CSR) 

policy. 

• General Secretariat (David Gaudillère, Secretary General, Executive Director in charge of the General Secretariat 

Division). 

This Division is in charge of Legal Affairs, European Affairs, Institutional relations, Security, and Technical control of 

works. 

• Communication (Renaud Czarnes, Executive Director in charge of the Communication Division). 

This Division is in charge of communication. 

• Strategy, Prospective and Assessment (Thomas Veyrenc, Executive Director in charge of the Strategy, Prospective and 

Assessment Division). 

This Division is in charge of innovation and data, power system economy, and services. 

• Coordination and territorial action (Bertrand Signé, Executive Director in charge of the Coordination and territorial 

action Division). 

This Division is in charge of economic development and regional activities. 

• International Affairs and ENTSO-E (Hervé Laffaye, Executive Officer in charge of International Affairs and ENTSO-

E). 
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This Division is in charge of International affairs, and of the European Network of Transmission System Operators for 

Electricity (ENTSO-E). ENTSO-E is the association for the cooperation of the European TSOs (42 members 

representing 35 countries), whose Assembly is chaired by Hervé Laffaye. 

• European Industrial Affairs (Olivier Grabette, Executive Officer in charge of European Industrial Affairs). 

This Division is in charge of European Industrial Affairs. 

• The Executive Committee ("COMEX") is composed of: 

- Xavier Piechaczyk, President of the Executive Board (Président du directoire); 

-  Thérèse Boussard, Member of the Executive Board (Membre du directoire) and Division Managing Director 

in charge of Infrastructure Management (Directrice générale du pôle Gestion de l’infrastructure). 

- Clotilde Levillain, Member of the Executive Board (Membre du directoire) and Division Managing Director 

in charge of Customers – Systems design and operation (Directrice générale du pôle Clients – Conception et 

operation des systèmes); 

-  Laurent Martel, Member of the Executive Board (Membre du directoire) and Division Managing Director in 

charge of Finance and Procurement (Directeur général du pôle Finances – Achats); 

- Sophie Moreau-Follenfant, Member of the Executive Board (Membre du directoire), Division Managing 

Director in charge of Change – Employee Environment (Directrice générale du pôle Transformation – 

Environnement salariés); 

-  Olivier Grabette, Executive Officer in charge of European industrial affairs (Délégué général en charge des 

affaires industrielles européennes); 

- Hervé Laffaye, Executive Officer in charge of International Affairs and ENTSO-E (Délégué général en charge 

des Affaires internationales et ENTSO-E); 

- Renaud Czarnes, Executive Director in charge of the Communication Division (Directeur exécutif en charge 

du pôle Communication); 

- David Gaudillère, Secretary General, Executive Director in charge of the General Secretariat Division 

(Directeur exécutif en charge du pôle Secrétariat Général), and Director in charge of the Legal Affairs 

Management (Directeur de la Direction Juridique);  

- Bertrand Signé, Executive Director in charge of the Coordination and territorial action Division (Directeur 

exécutif en charge du pôle Coordination et Action territoriale) ; 

- Thomas Veyrenc, Executive Director in charge of the Strategy, Prospective and Assessment Division 

(Directeur exécutif en charge du pôle Stratégie, Prospective et Evaluation) 

- Régis Boigegrain, Executive Director in charge of the Maritime Affairs Management (Directeur de la 

Direction des Affaires maritimes);  

- Patrick Bortoli, Executive Director in charge of the Grid Reliability Management (Directeur de la Direction 

de la Maintenance);  

- Sébastien Henry, Executive Director in charge of the IT and Telecom Management (Directeur de la Direction 

Système d’information et télécom); 

-  Jean-Paul Roubin, Executive Director in charge of the System Operation Management (Directeur de la 

Direction de l’Exploitation); 

-  Vincent Thouvenin, Executive Director in charge of the European Affairs Management (Directeur de la 

Direction des Affaires européennes); and 
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-  Didier Zone, Executive Director in charge of the Grid Development Management (Directeur de la Direction 

Développement et Ingénierie). 

The COMEX is the executive body of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité, whose role is: 

- to share relevant information among its members; 

- to steer RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité's operational performance and take related corrective decisions; 

- to drive the business transformation : corporate plan (“projet d’entreprise”), operational transformation; 

- to decide on the company's guidance on subjects and themes when decisions are not the responsibility of the 

Executive Board, in particular on human resources, health, safety and quality of life at work, etc. 

- to provide guidance on decisions requiring the alignment of managers before decisions are made by the 

Executive Board ; 

- to discuss and ensure the appropriation of transversal subjects in order to facilitate the alignment of the teams. 

The COMEX meets once a week. It is generally broken down into four sequences:  

1. A sequence of general news items from the various division of the company which report the main highlights 

of the past week and the key issues for the next two weeks.  

2. A sequence devoted to examining the dashboard on the agenda and monitoring the corrective actions decided 

in COMEX.  

3. A sequence devoted to thematic subjects, the agenda of which is drawn up by the President's office, on a 

proposal from the divisions, management or standing Committees (pôles, directions ou Comités permanents). 

The sponsors or stakeholders of the subject dealt with may be invited to attend or present something at the 

meeting.  

4. For the first months of operation, a debriefing sequence to collect the opinions of the various members of the 

COMEX on the governance methods: functioning of the bodies (programming, choice of subjects, report, 

quality of debates and quality of topics), level of information, interactions between the various Committees. 

Supervisory Board (Conseil de surveillance) 

Under the French Energy Code, one third of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité’s Supervisory Board must be employee 

representatives, up to one third are representatives of the French government, and the remainder are appointed by the shareholders. 

The number of Board members is set at twelve in Article 13 of the Issuer’s by-laws.  

The following table shows the current members of the Supervisory Board and their roles and other functions held during the year 

2020: 
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Position at RTE Role3 Other functions 

Xavier Girre Chairman of the Supervisory 

Board 

Representative of the 

shareholder “CTE” (EDF) 

Group Executive Director 

of EDF in charge of the 

Group Financial Division 

Member of the board and 

President of the Audit Committee 

of DALKIA 

Member of the board of EDF EN 

Member of the supervisory board 

of ENEDIS 

President of Coentreprise 

d’électricité (CTE) 

President of Board of EDF 

Trading UK  

Member of the board and 

President of the Audit Committee 

of EDF ENERGY HOLDINGS 

Ltd 

Member of the board of EDISON 

Member of the board and 

President of the Audit Committee 

of FDJ 

Member of the board and 

President of the Audit Committee 

of CNIM 

Florence Tordjman Member of the Supervisory 

Board 

Representative appointed on the 

proposal of the French 

government  

 President of the energy, 

construction and 

innovation section at the 

General Council for the 

Environment and 

Sustainable development 

President of the Markets 

Commission of the international 

airport of Basel-

MulhouseMember of the board 

then Chairman of the Supervisory 

The State, as legal 

entity, represented 

by Sébastien 

Justum

Member of the Supervisory 

Board 

Representative of the French 

government (representing the 

French State as legal entity) 

Member of the Remuneration 

Committee  

Member of the CSEA 

Deputy Director of 

participations énergie at 

the Agence des 

participations de l’Etat

Member of the Supervisory Board 

of ENEDIS  

Christophe Carval Member of the Supervisory 

Board 

Group Executive Director 

in charge of Human 

Chairman of the Supervisory 

Board of ENEDIS 

3 In accordance with the French Commercial Code, these roles are functions exercised during 2020 by RTE Réseau de transport 

d'électricité’s management and governance personnel while they held a term of office with RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité. 
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Representative of the 

shareholder “CTE” (EDF) 

Member of the Remuneration 

Committee 

Resources within the EDF 

Group 

Chairman of the Board of 

directors of EDF ENERGY 

HOLDINGS Ltd 

Member of the Board of 

Fondation d'Entreprise Groupe 

EDF

Member of the Board of 

Coentreprise de Transport 

d'Electricité (CTE) 

Member of the Supervisory Board 

of FRAMATOME (SAS) 

Member of the Audit Committee 

of FRAMATOME 

Member of the Board of 

Fondation C Génial

Virginie Chapron-

du Jeu 

Member of the Supervisory 

Board 

Representative of the 

shareholder “CTE” (CDC) 

Member of the CSEA 

Finance Director, Caisse 

des Dépôts Group 

Member of the Executive 

Committee of Etablissement 

public et Groupe Caisse des 

Dépôts et Consignations

Member of the board of SFIL 

Member of the board, Member of 

the Risks Committee, Member of 

the Audit Committee of BPI 

France SA 

President and member of the 

strategic committee of Novethic 

Permanent representative of CDC 

on the Board of CDC GPI SA 

Permanent representative of CDC 

on the Board of CDC GPII SAS 

Member of the Board, President 

of the Audit Committee, and 

member of the Quality and 

Sustainable development 

Committee of La Poste

Member of the Board of 

Coentreprise de Transport 

d'Electricité (CTE)

Catherine 

Mayenobe 

Vice-Chairwoman of the 

Supervisory Board 

Representative of the 

shareholder “CTE” (CDC) 

Secretary General, Caisse 

des Dépôts et 

Consignations Group 

Member of the Executive 

Committee of Etablissement 

public et Groupe Caisse des 

Dépôts et Consignations

Member of the Board of La Poste
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Member of the Board of Société 

Immobilière du Théâtre des 

Champs Elysées

Chairman of the Board of 

Etablissement public Cité de la 

Céramique de Sèvres et Limoges

Daniel Thébert Member of the Supervisory 

Board 

Representative of the 

shareholder “CTE” (CNP 

Assurances) 

Chairman of the Remuneration 

Committee 

Real Estate Investments, 

Infrastructure and Forests 

Department Director, CNP 

Assurances 

Permanent representative of CNP 

Assurances on the Board of 

OREA 

Permanent representative of CNP 

Immobilier  on the Board of 

Holding d’infrastructures 

gazières 

Permanent representative of CNP 

Immobilier  on the Board of 

Société d’infrastructures gazières 

Permanent representative of CNP 

Assurances at the chairmanship of 

INFRA Invest France 

Permanent representative of CNP 

Assurances to the management of 

INFRA Invest Holding 

Permanent representative of 

Société d’Infrastructures gazières 

on the Board, the Audit 

Committee and the Investments 

Committee of Elengy 

Chairman of the Board of 

Directors of Immodiversification 

Permanent representative of CNP 

Assurances  to the management of 

CNP Immobilier

Member of the Board of 

Coentreprise de Transport 

d'Electricité (CTE)  

Marie-Hélène 

Poinssot 

Member of the Supervisory 

Board 

Representative of the 

shareholder “CTE” (EDF) 

President of the CSEA4

Director in charge of 

coordination and 

monitoring of regulated 

subsidiaries of EDF 

Vice-Chairwoman of the 

Supervisory Board of ENEDIS 

Chairwoman of the ENEDIS 

process and major risks 

governance systems committee 

Member of the ENEDIS Audit 

Committee

4 CSEA: Comité de Supervision Economique et de l’Audit (Economic Supervision and Audit Committee) 
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Member of the Board of 

Coentreprise de Transport 

d'Electricité (CTE)

Member of the Board of EDEV 

Member of the Board of EDF 

Production Electrique Insulaire 

SAS 

Member of the Board and 

President of the Audit Committee 

of SNPE 

Christophe Aime Member of the Supervisory 

Board 

Employee representative 

Sponsored by the CGT union 

Member of the CSEA 

Responsible for advice and 

product control 

Philippe Clavel Member of the Supervisory 

Board 

Employee representative 

Sponsored by the CFDT union 

Member of the CSEA 

Attached to the European 

Affairs Management at 

RTE 

Paul Alfontes Member of the Supervisory 

Board 

Employee representative 

Sponsored by the CFE-CGC 

union 

Member of the Remuneration 

Committee 

Executive assistant 

Technical business pilot at 

the Centre Maintenance de 

Lyon in charge of the 

insertion of maintenance 

into the HVDC Savoie-

Piémont project at RTE 

President of the Supervisory 

Board of FCPE Egépargne 

Actions Monde ISR

Alternate Member of Supervisory 

Board of FCPE Cap Horizons

Christian Viola Member of the Supervisory 

Board 

Employee representative 

Sponsored by the CGT union 

Technical coordinator 

Automation and industrial 

systems at RTE 

For the purpose hereof, the business address of each of the members of the Supervisory Board is the head office of the Issuer. 

The following are automatically invited to each meeting of the Supervisory Board (without voting rights):  

- the secretary of the Central Social and Economic Committee (Comité Social et Economique Central) of RTE – currently 

Jean-Louis Oumeila – in application of Article L. 2312-74 of the French Labor Code;
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- the government commissioner, in application of article 15 of ordinance no. 2014-948 dated 20 August 2014 relating to 

the governance and operations on the capital of companies with public participation. Ghislain Ferran has been appointed 

Government commissioner (commissaire du Gouvernement) to RTE Réseau de transport d’électricité by ministerial 

ruling (arrêté ministériel) dated 23 April 2020. The Government commissioner attends Supervisory Board meetings in 

an advisory capacity, and where relevant presents the French government policy for RTE Réseau de transport 

d’électricité’s business sector. 

- the representative of the General Economic and Financial Control (CGEFi) under decree no. 2018-580 dated 4 July 2018 

submitting RTE Réseau de Transport d’Electricité to the economic and financial control of the State. The “EDF and 

other bodies of the energy sector” mission of the CGEFi, currently represented by Nathalie Deguen, has been appointed 

by ministerial ruling (arrêté ministériel) dated 7 August 2018.

Members of the Executive Board and, pursuant to Article L. 111-35 of the French Energy Code, the Compliance officer (currently 

Olivier Herz) are also invited to meetings of the Supervisory Board. Finally, the secretary of the Supervisory Board, appointed by 

decision of the Supervisory Board on a proposal from its Chairman, attends all Supervisory Board meetings. 

The Supervisory Board monitors the activities of the Executive Board and must expressly approve certain actions of the Executive 

Board, for example any project to grant or obtain loans, borrowings, credits or advances where the unit value is above a threshold 

set annually by the Supervisory Board. The Supervisory Board conducts such checks and verifications it deems necessary. In 

addition, it deliberates on the strategic, economic, financial and technological development plans related to RTE Réseau de 

transport d'électricité's activities. The Chairman of the Executive Board is required to provide each member of the Supervisory 

Board with all of the documents and information necessary to accomplish his or her mandate. 

Pursuant to Article L. 111-13 of the French Energy Code, the Supervisory Board takes the decisions which can have a significant 

impact on the value of the shareholder's assets, in particular those relating to the approval of the annual and multi-annual financial 

plans, the debt level and the amount of dividends to be distributed to the shareholder. 

Furthermore, in accordance with Article L. 111-14 of the French Energy Code, and with Article 14-V of the by-laws of RTE 

Réseau de transport d'électricité, certain decisions (relating to budget, financial policies, all purchasers, transfers and sales of assets, 

the granting of securities or guarantees of any type, the formation of any company, economic interest group (groupement d'intérêt 

économique) or other legal entity), must be approved by a vote of the majority of the members of the Supervisory Board, and by 

a vote of the majority of the members of the Supervisory Board nominated by the shareholder “CTE”(represented by members of 

EDF, Caisse des Dépôts et Consignations and CNP Assurances). Nevertheless, operations relating to maintenance and 

development of the transmission network are decided by the Executive Board only. 

Risk Management 

Risk management and control are organised at two different management levels: 

(a) at the national level: RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité's COMEX approves risk mapping each year and 

gives a national manager responsibility for monitoring the identified risks. RTE Réseau de transport 

d’électricité’s Direction de l’Audit et des Risques carries out the national audits sponsored by the Executive 

Board, to which they report their findings and recommendations; and 

(b) at the local level: each of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité's units and functional entities is responsible for 

its own analysis of the risks associated with its activities, controlling these through appropriate audits, and 

reporting on a national level. 

Conflicts of interest 

There are no potential conflicts of interest between any duties owned by the members of the Executive Board and the Supervisory 

Board of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité to the Issuer and their private interests and/or duties. 

Compliance officer 

On the proposal of the Chairman of the Executive Board, and in accordance with Article L. 111-36 of the French Energy Code, 

the Supervisory Board appointed Olivier Herz as compliance officer, since 1 October 2016 for a period of five years.  



- 100 - 

The compliance officer is responsible, subject to the powers granted to the CRE, for ensuring that RTE Réseau de transport 

d'électricité's practices comply with the independence requirements which apply to it vis-à-vis the other companies in the VIU as 

defined by the French Energy Code. 

In particular, he is responsible for verifying that RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité complies with the commitments of the code 

of good conduct provided for in Article L. 111-22 of the French Energy Code in relation to the internal organisational measures 

taken by RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité against the risk of discriminatory practices vis-à-vis third parties in relation to access 

to the network. The compliance officer prepares an annual report on the implementation of the code of good conduct that he 

transmits to the CRE. 

Certification of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité by the CRE 

Article L. 111-3 of the French Energy Code provides that only a company certified by the CRE as complying with the independence 

rules may be approved as operator of the electricity transport network. RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité was initially certified 

by the CRE on 26 January 2012. Such certification was maintained by the CRE in its decision dated 11 January 2018 for an 

unlimited period of time (subject to the commitments made by RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité or its shareholder as listed in 

the CRE's decision). 

Supervision of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité by the CRE 

The CRE is an independent administrative authority, created by Law no. 2000-108 dated 10 February 2000 relating to the 

modernisation and development of the public electricity service (codified under Articles L. 131-1 et seq. of the French Energy 

Code).  

Its principal mission is to support the proper functioning of the markets for electricity and natural gas for the benefit of end 

consumers and in accordance with energy policy objectives by (most importantly): 

(c) guaranteeing the right of access to public electricity and natural gas networks and facilities; 

(d) ensuring the proper functioning and development of electricity, gas and liquefied natural gas networks and 

infrastructures; 

(e) ensuring the independence of network operators; 

(f) monitoring transactions on the wholesale electricity, natural gas and CO2 markets; 

(g) ensuring the proper functioning of retail markets; 

(h) contributing to the implementation of measures to support electricity generation and supply of electricity and 

gas; and 

(i) managing of the ARENH mechanism and monitoring the implementation of dynamic pricing contracts. 

Its role vis-à-vis RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité includes the issuance of binding decisions in relation to (i) the approval of 

its annual investment programme under Article L. 134-3, 2° of the French Energy Code and (ii) deliberations of TURPE evolution 

(see " Electricity transmission network tariffs" of the section "Information of the Issuer" for more details). 

Economic and Financial Control 

Pursuant to article 1 of Decree no. 2018-580 of 4 July 2018, RTE Réseau de Transport d'électricité is now subject to the economic 

and financial control of the French State, as further detailed in Decree no. 55-733 of 26 May 1955 relating to the economic and 

financial control of the French State (relatif au contrôle économique et financier de l'Etat) which provides inter alia that: 

(a) the economic and financial control of the French State is an external control relating to the economic activity and the 

financial management of the relevant entities submitted to its control; 

(b) the purpose of the economic and financial control of the French State is to analyse the risks and to evaluate the 

performance of such entities while preserving of the ownership interests of the French State; and 
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(c) the economic and financial control of the French State is carried by a responsible person who sits in the Board of directors 

(conseil d'administration) or, in the case of RTE Réseau de Transport d'électricité, the Supervisory Board (conseil de 

surveillance) with a right of discussion only. 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

Confirmation of rating by S&P 

On 7 May 2021, S&P confirmed RTE Réseau de Transport d'électricité's "A" long term rating and its stable outlook. 

Approval of distribution of dividend

The general meeting of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité’s shareholders held on 8 June 2021 proposed to distribute a dividend 

of €312,702,647 for the financial year ended 31 December 2020. Such decision was approved by the Supervisory Board (Conseil 

de Surveillance) of RTE Réseau de transport d'Electricité on 8 June 2021. 

On 8 June 2021, the Executive Board (Directoire) decided to make a payment on 14 June 2021 of a dividend of €312,702,647 for 

the financial year ended 31 December 2020 to CTE (as sole shareholder of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité). 
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SUBSCRIPTION AND SALE 

Summary of Dealer Agreement 

Subject to the terms and on the conditions contained in an amended and restated dealer agreement dated 9 July 2021 (as amended 

or supplemented from time to time, the "Amended and Restated Dealer Agreement") between the Issuer, the Permanent Dealers 

and the Arrangers, the Notes will be offered on a continuous basis by the Issuer to the Permanent Dealers. However, the Issuer has 

reserved the right to sell Notes directly on its own behalf to Dealers that are not Permanent Dealers. The Notes may be resold at 

prevailing market prices, or at prices related thereto, as determined by the relevant Dealer, at the time of such resale. The Notes 

may also be sold by the Issuer through the Dealers, acting as agents of the Issuer. The Amended and Restated Dealer Agreement 

also provides for Notes to be issued in syndicated Tranches that are jointly and severally underwritten by two or more Dealers. 

The Issuer will pay each relevant Dealer a commission as agreed between them in respect of Notes subscribed by it. The Issuer 

has agreed to reimburse the Arrangers for their expenses incurred in connection with the Programme and the Dealers for certain 

of their activities in connection with the Programme. 

The Issuer has agreed to indemnify the Dealers against certain liabilities in connection with the offer and sale of the Notes. The 

Amended and Restated Dealer Agreement entitles the Dealers to terminate any agreement that they make to subscribe Notes in 

certain circumstances prior to payment for such Notes being made to the Issuer. 

Selling Restrictions 

United States 

The Notes have not been and will not be registered under the U.S. Securities Act of 1933, as amended (the "Securities Act") and 

may not be offered or sold within the United States or to, or for the account or benefit of, U.S. persons except in certain transactions 

exempt from the registration requirements of the Securities Act. Terms used in this paragraph have the meanings given to them by 

Regulation S under the Securities Act ("Regulation S"). 

Materialised Bearer Notes are subject to U.S. tax law requirements and may not be offered, sold or delivered within the United 

States or its possessions or to a United States person, except in certain transactions permitted by U.S. tax regulations. Terms used 

in this paragraph have the meanings given to them by the U.S. Internal Revenue Code and regulations thereunder. 

Each Dealer has represented, warranted and agreed and each further Dealer appointed under the Programme will be required to 

represent, warrant and agree that, except as permitted by the Amended and Restated Dealer Agreement, it will not offer, sell or, in 

the case of Materialised Bearer Notes, deliver Notes, (i) as part of their distribution at any time or (ii) otherwise until 40 calendar 

days after the completion of the distribution of any identifiable Tranche, within the United States or to, or for the account or benefit 

of, U.S. persons, and it will have sent to each dealer to which it sells Notes during the distribution compliance period a confirmation 

or other notice setting forth the restrictions on offers and sales of the Notes within the United States or to, or for the account or 

benefit of, U.S. persons. Terms used in the preceding sentence have the meanings given to them by Regulation S. 

The Notes are being offered and sold outside the United States to non-U.S. persons in reliance on Regulation S. 

In addition, until 40 calendar days after the commencement of the offering of any identifiable tranche of Notes, an offer or sale of 

Notes within the United States by any dealer (whether or not participating in the offering of such tranche of Notes) may violate 

the registration requirements of the Securities Act. 

This Base Prospectus has been prepared by the Issuer for use in connection with the offer and sale of the Notes outside the United 

States. The Issuer and the Dealers reserve the right to reject any offer to purchase the Notes, in whole or in part, for any reason. 

This Base Prospectus does not constitute an offer to any person in the United States. Distribution of this Base Prospectus by any 

non-U.S. person outside the United States to any U.S. person or to any other person within the United States, is unauthorised and 

any disclosure without the prior written consent of the Issuer of any of its contents to any such U.S. person or other person within 

the United States, is prohibited. 

Prohibition of Sales to European Economic Area Retail Investors 

If the Final Terms in respect of any Notes specify "Prohibition of Sales to EEA Retail Investors" as "Not Applicable", each of the 

Dealers and the Issuer has represented and agreed and each further Dealer appointed under the Programme will be required to 

represent and agree, that it has not made and will not make an offer of Notes which are the subject of the offering contemplated 

by this Base Prospectus as completed by the Final Terms in relation thereto to the public in a Member State of the European 
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Economic Area ("EEA") (each a "Member State") except that it may make an offer of such Notes to the public in that Member 

State at any time in circumstances falling within Article 1(4) of the Prospectus Regulation 

If the Final Terms in respect of any Notes specify the "Prohibition of Sales to EEA Retail Investors" as "Applicable", each Dealer 

has represented and agreed, and each further Dealer appointed under the Programme will be required to represent and agree, that 

it has not offered, sold or otherwise made available and will not offer, sell or otherwise make available any Notes which are the 

subject of the offering contemplated by the Base Prospectus as completed by the Final Terms in relation thereto to any retail 

investor in the EEA.  

For the purposes of this provision:  

- the expression "retail investor" means a person who is one (or more) of the following:  

(a) a retail client as defined in point (11) of Article 4(1) of MiFID II; or  

(b) a customer within the meaning of the Directive (EU) 2016/97 (the “Insurance Distribution Directive”), where 

that customer would not qualify as a professional client as defined in point (10) of Article 4(1) of MiFID II; or 

(c)  not a qualified investor as defined in the Prospectus Regulation;

- the expression "offer" in relation to any Notes in any Member State means a communication to persons in any form and by any 

means, presenting sufficient information on the terms of the offer and the Notes to be offered, so as to enable an investor to decide 

to purchase or subscribe for the Notes and the expression "Prospectus Regulation" means Regulation (EU) 2017/1129, as 

amended. 

Prohibition of Sales to UK Retail Investors  

If the Final Terms in respect of any Notes specifies “Prohibition of Sales to UK Retail Investors” as “Not Applicable”, each Dealer 

has represented and agreed, and each further Dealer appointed under the Programme will be required to represent and agree, that 

it has not made and will not make an offer of Notes which are the subject of the offering contemplated by this Base Prospectus as 

completed by the final terms in relation thereto to the public in the United Kingdom except that it may make an offer of such Notes 

to the public in the United Kingdom: 

(i) at any time to any legal entity which is a qualified investor as defined in Article 2 of the UK Prospectus Regulation; 

(ii) at any time to fewer than 150 natural or legal persons (other than qualified investors as defined in Article 2 of the UK 

Prospectus Regulation) in the United Kingdom subject to obtaining the prior consent of the relevant Dealer or Dealers 

nominated by the Issuer for any such offer; or 

(iii) at any time in any other circumstances falling within section 86 of the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000, as 

amended (the “FSMA”), 

provided that no such offer of Notes referred to in (i) to (iii) above shall require the Issuer or any Dealer to publish a prospectus 

pursuant to section 85 of the FSMA or supplement a prospectus pursuant to Article 23 of the UK Prospectus Regulation. 

If the Final Terms in respect of any Notes specify the "Prohibition of Sales to UK Retail Investors" as "Applicable", each Dealer 

has represented and agreed, and each further Dealer appointed under the Programme will be required to represent and agree, that 

it has not offered, sold or otherwise made available and will not offer, sell or otherwise make available any Notes which are the 

subject of the offering contemplated by this Base Prospectus as completed by the Final Terms in relation thereto to any retail 

investor in the United Kingdom. For the purposes of this provision, 

For the purposes of this provision, the expression "retail investor" means a person who is one (or more) of the following: 

(i) a retail client, as defined in point (8) of Article 2 of Regulation (EU) No 2017/565 as it forms part of UK domestic law 

by virtue of the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018 (the “EUWA”); or 

(ii) a customer within the meaning of the provisions of the FSMA and any rules or regulations made under the FSMA to 

implement the Insurance Distribution Directive, where that customer would not qualify as a professional client, as 

defined in point (8) of Article 2(1) of Regulation (EU) No 600/2014 as it forms part of UK domestic law by virtue of the 

EUWA; or 
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(iii) not a qualified investor as defined in Article 2 of Regulation (EU) 2017/1129 as it forms part of domestic law by virtue 

of the EUWA. 

For the purposes of this provision, the expression “offer” in relation to any Notes means the communication in any form and by 

any means of sufficient information on the terms of the offer and the Notes to be offered so as to enable an investor to decide to 

purchase or subscribe for the Notes and the expression “UK Prospectus Regulation” means Regulation (EU) 2017/1129, as it 

forms part of UK domestic law by virtue of the EUWA. 

United Kingdom 

Each of the Dealers has represented, warranted and agreed that: 

(i) in relation to any Notes which have a maturity of less than one year from the date of their issue, (i) it is a person whose 

ordinary activities involve in it acquiring, holding, managing or disposing of investments (as principal or agent) for 

the purposes of its business and (ii) it has not offered or sold and will not offer or sell any Notes other than to the 

persons whose ordinary activities involve in it acquiring, holding, managing or disposing of investments (as principal 

or agent) for the purposes of their businesses or whose it is reasonable to expect they will acquire, hold, manage or 

dispose of investments (as principal or agent) for the purposes of their businesses where the issue of Note would 

otherwise constitute a contravention of section 19 of the FSMA by the Issuer; 

(ii) it has only communicated or caused to be communicated and will only communicate or cause to be communicated an 

invitation or inducement to engage in investment activity (within the meaning of Section 21 of the FSMA received by 

it in connection with the issue or sale of any Notes in circumstances in which Section 21(1) of the FSMA does not 

apply to the Issuer; and 

(iii) it has complied and will comply with all applicable provisions of the FSMA with respect to anything done by it in 

relation to any Notes in, from or otherwise involving the United Kingdom. 

Belgium 

Each of the Dealers has represented, warranted and agreed that the Notes are not intended to be offered, sold or otherwise made 

available to, and should not be offered, sold or otherwise made available to, “consumers” (consumenten/consommateurs) within 

the meaning of the Belgian Code of Economic Law (Wetboek van economisch recht/Code de droit économique), as amended.

General 

These selling restrictions may be modified or supplemented by the agreement of the Issuer and the Dealers following a change in 

a relevant law, regulation or directive. Any such modification or supplement will be set out in a Supplement to the Base Prospectus. 

No action has been taken in any jurisdiction that would permit an offer to the public of any of the Notes, or possession or 

distribution of the Base Prospectus or any other offering material or any Final Terms, in any country or jurisdiction where action 

for that purpose is required. 

Each Dealer has represented, warranted and agreed that it will, to the best of its knowledge, comply with all relevant laws, 

regulations and directives in each jurisdiction in which it purchases, offers, sells or delivers Notes or has in its possession or 

distributes the Base Prospectus, any other offering material or any Final Terms and neither any of the Issuer nor any other Dealer 

shall have responsibility therefor. 

Each of the Dealers and the Issuer has represented, warranted and agreed that Materialised Notes may only be issued outside 

France. 



- 105 - 

PRO FORMA FINAL TERMS  

The Final Terms in respect of each Tranche will be substantially in the following form, duly completed to reflect the particular 

terms of the relevant Notes and their issue and subject to deletion of non-applicable provisions: 

[PROHIBITION OF SALES TO EEA RETAIL INVESTORS - The Notes are not intended to be offered, sold or otherwise 

made available to and, with effect from such date, should not be offered, sold or otherwise made available to any retail investor in 

the European Economic Area ("EEA"). For these purposes, a retail investor means a person who is one (or more) of: (i) a retail 

client as defined in point (11) of Article 4(1) of [Directive 2014/65/EU on markets in financial instruments, as amended ("MiFID 

II")]/[MiFID II]; or (ii) a customer within the meaning of Directive (EU) 2016/97 on insurance distribution, as amended (the 

"Insurance Distribution Directive"), where that customer would not qualify as a professional client as defined in point (10) of 

Article 4(1) of MiFID II. Consequently, no key information document required by Regulation (EU) No 1286/2014 (the "PRIIPs 

Regulation") for offering or selling the Notes or otherwise making them available to retail investors in the EEA has been prepared 

and therefore offering or selling the Notes or otherwise making them available to any retail investor in the EEA may be unlawful 

under the PRIIPS Regulation. 

PROHIBITION OF SALES TO UK RETAIL INVESTORS – The Notes are not intended to be offered, sold or otherwise made 

available to and should not be offered, sold or otherwise made available to any retail investor in the United Kingdom ("UK"). For 

these purposes, a retail investor means a person who is one (or more) of: (i) a retail client, as defined in point (8) of Article 2 of 

Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 2017/565 as it forms part of domestic law by virtue of the European Union 

(Withdrawal) Act 2018 ("EUWA"); or (ii) a customer within the meaning of the provisions of the Financial Services and Markets 

Act 2000, as amended (the “FSMA”) and any rules or regulations made under the FSMA to implement the Insurance Distribution 

Directive, where that customer would not qualify as a professional client, as defined in point (8) of Article 2(1) of Regulation (EU) 

No 600/2014 as it forms part of domestic law by virtue of the EUWA. Consequently no key information document required by the 

PRIIPs Regulation as it forms part of domestic law by virtue of the EUWA (the "UK PRIIPs Regulation") for offering or selling 

the Notes or otherwise making them available to retail investors in the UK has been prepared and therefore offering or selling the 

Notes or otherwise making them available to any retail investor in the UK may be unlawful under the UK PRIIPs Regulation.]5

[MIFID II product governance / Professional investors and eligible counterparties only target market – Solely for the 

purposes of [the/each] manufacturer’s product approval process, the target market assessment in respect of the Notes, taking into 

account the five (5) categories referred to in item 18 of the Guidelines published by European Securities and Markets Authority 

("ESMA") on 5 February 2018 has led to the conclusion that: (i) the target market for the Notes is eligible counterparties and 

professional clients only, each as defined in Directive 2014/65/EU on markets in financial instruments, as amended ("MiFID II"); 

and (ii) all channels for distribution of the Notes to eligible counterparties and professional clients are appropriate. Any person 

subsequently offering, selling or recommending the Notes (a "distributor") should take into consideration the manufacturer[’s/s’] 

target market assessment; however, a distributor subject to MiFID II is responsible for undertaking its own target market 

assessment in respect of the Notes (by either adopting or refining the manufacturer[‘s/s’] target market assessment) and 

determining appropriate distribution channels.]6

[UK MIFIR product governance / Professional investors and ECPs only target market – Solely for the purposes of [the/each] 

manufacturer’s product approval process, the target market assessment, taking into account the five (5) categories referred to in 

item 18 of the Guidelines published by ESMA on 5 February 2018 (in accordance with the FCA's policy statement entitled "Brexit 

our approach to EU non-legislative materials"), in respect of the Notes has led to the conclusion that: (i) the target market for the 

Notes is only eligible counterparties, as defined in the FCA Handbook Conduct of Business Sourcebook ("COBS"), and 

professional clients, as defined in Regulation (EU) No 600/2014 as it forms part of domestic law by virtue of the European Union 

(Withdrawal) Act 2018 ("UK MiFIR"); and (ii) all channels for distribution of the Notes to eligible counterparties and professional 

clients are appropriate. Any person subsequently offering, selling or recommending the Notes (a "distributor") should take into 

consideration the manufacturer[’s/s’] target market assessment; however, a distributor subject to the FCA Handbook Product 

Intervention and Product Governance Sourcebook (the "UK MiFIR Product Governance Rules") is responsible for undertaking 

its own target market assessment in respect of the Notes (by either adopting or refining the manufacturer[’s/s’] target market 

assessment) and determining appropriate distribution channels.]7

5 Delete legend if the Notes do not constitute "packaged" products, in which case, insert "Not Applicable" in paragraph 10(v) of Part B 

below. Include legend if the Notes may constitute "packaged" products and the Issuer intends to prohibit the Notes being offered, sold 

or otherwise made available to EEA or UK retail investors. In this case insert "Applicable" in paragraph 10(v) of Part B below.  
6 Legend to be included following completion of the target market assessment in respect of the Notes, taking into account the five (5) 

categories referred to in item 18 of the Guidelines published by ESMA on 5 February 2018. 
7 Legend to be included only (i) if the managers in relation to the Notes are subject to UK MiFIR (depending on the location of the 

manufacturers, there may be situations where either the MiFID II product governance legend or the UK MiFIR product governance 
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Final Terms dated [●] 

RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité 

Issue of [Aggregate Nominal Amount of Tranche] [Title of Notes] 

under the €12,000,000,000 Euro Medium Term Note Programme 

of RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité 

Legal entity identifier (LEI): 969500JRJW0K2ET1UP76 

SERIES NO: [●] 

TRANCHE NO: [●] 

PART A – CONTRACTUAL TERMS 

Terms used herein shall be deemed to be defined as such for the purposes of the Conditions set forth in the Base Prospectus dated 

26 June 2020 which has received approval no. 21-308 from the Autorité des marchés financiers ("AMF") on 9 July 2021 [and the 

supplement to the Base Prospectus dated [] which has received approval no. [] from the AMF on [●]] which [together] 

constitute[s] a base prospectus for the purposes of Regulation (EU) 2017/1129, as amended (the "Prospectus Regulation"). This 

document constitutes the Final Terms of the Notes described herein for the purposes of Article 8 of the Prospectus Regulation and 

must be read in conjunction with such Base Prospectus [as so supplemented] in order to obtain all relevant information. The Base 

Prospectus [and the supplement to the Base Prospectus] [is] [are] available for viewing free of charge on the website of the AMF 

(www.amf-france.org), on the website of the Issuer (www.rte-france.com) and for inspection at the specified offices of the Paying 

Agents. 

The following alternative language applies if the first tranche of an issue which is being increased was issued under a Base 

Prospectus with an earlier date. 

Terms used herein shall be deemed to be defined as such for the purposes of the Conditions (the "Conditions") which are the 

[EMTN 2020 Conditions / EMTN 2019 Conditions / EMTN 2018 Conditions / EMTN 2017 Conditions / EMTN 2015 Conditions 

/ EMTN 2014 Conditions / EMTN 2013 Conditions / EMTN 2010 Conditions]. This document constitutes the Final Terms of the 

Notes described herein for the purposes of Article 8 of Regulation (EU) 1129/2017 (the "Prospectus Regulation"). and must be 

read in conjunction with the Base Prospectus dated [current date], which has received approval no. [●] from the AMF on [●] [and 

the supplement to the Base Prospectus dated [●] which has received approval no. [●] from the AMF on [●]], which [together] 

constitute[s] a base prospectus for the purposes of the Prospectus Regulation in order to obtain all the relevant information, save 

in respect of the [EMTN 2020 Conditions / EMTN 2019 Conditions / EMTN 2018 Conditions / EMTN 2017 Conditions / EMTN 

2015 Conditions / EMTN 2014 Conditions / EMTN 2013 Conditions / EMTN 2010 Conditions]. The Base Prospectuses [and the 

supplements to the Base Prospectuses] are for viewing free of charge on the website of the AMF (www.amf-france.org), on the 

website of the Issuer (www.rte-france.com) and for inspection at the specified offices of the Paying Agents. 

[Include whichever of the following apply or specify as "Not Applicable". Note that the numbering should remain as set out below, 

even if "Not Applicable" is indicated for individual paragraphs (in which case the subparagraphs of the paragraphs which are not 

applicable can be deleted). Italics denote guidance for completing the Final Terms.] 

legend or where both are included) and (ii) following completion by the manufacturers of the target market assessment in respect of the 

Notes, on the basis of the relevant applicable provisions of English law. 

http://www.amf-france.org/
http://www.rte-france.com/
http://www.amf-france.org/
http://www.rte-france.com/
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1 Issuer: RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité 

2 (i) Series Number: [●] 

(ii) [Tranche Number: [●] 

(iii) Date on which the Notes become 

fungible:  

[Not Applicable/ The Notes will be assimilated (assimilées) and 

form a single series with the existing [insert description of the 

Series] issued by the Issuer on [insert date] (the "Existing 

Notes") [as from the date of assimilation which is expected to be 

on or about 40 calendar days after the Issue Date (the 

"Assimilation Date") of this Tranche]/[as from the Issue Date of 

this Tranche].] 

(This item applies to fungible issues only) 

3 Specified Currency or Currencies: [●] 

4 Aggregate Nominal Amount of Notes 

admitted to trading: 

[●] 

[(i)] Series: [●] 

[(ii)] Tranche: [●] 

5 Issue Price: [●] per cent. of the Aggregate Nominal Amount (plus) accrued 

interest from [insert date] [if applicable] 

6 Specified Denomination(s): [●] [one denomination only for Dematerialised Notes] 

7 (i)      Issue Date: [●] 

(ii) Interest Commencement Date: [Specify/Issue Date/Not Applicable] 

8 Maturity Date: [●] 

[Specify date or (for Floating Rate Notes) Interest Payment Date 

falling in or nearest to the relevant month and year]

9 Interest Basis/Rate of Interest: [[●] per cent. Fixed Rate] 

[[specify particular reference rate] +/– [●]] per cent. Floating 

Rate] 

[Fixed/Floating Rate] 

(further particulars specified in paragraphs 11, 14 and 15 

below) 

[Zero Coupon] 

(further particulars specified below) 

10 Redemption/Payment Basis: [Redemption at par] 

11 Change of Interest Basis: [Applicable (for Fixed/Floating Rate Notes)/Not Applicable]  

[Specify details for convertibility of the Fixed/Floating Rate 

Notes in accordance with the provisions of Conditions 5(e) or 

cross refer to paragraph 15 and/or 16 below and identify there] 

12 Put/Call Options: [Issuer Call/Investor Put] 

[Make-Whole Redemption by the Issuer] 

[Residual Maturity Call Option] 

[Clean-Up Call Option] 

[(further particulars specified below)] 

13 (i) Status of the Notes: Unsubordinated 
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(ii) Date[s] of corporate authorisation[s] 

for the issuance of Notes obtained: 

[●] 

PROVISIONS RELATING TO INTEREST (IF ANY) PAYABLE 

14 Fixed Rate Note Provisions [In respect of Fixed/Floating Rate Notes: from (and including) 

[●] to (but excluding) [●]:] [Applicable/Not applicable] 

(If not applicable, delete the remaining sub-paragraphs of this 

paragraph)

(i) Rate[(s)] of Interest: [●] per cent. per annum [payable in arrear on each Interest 

Payment Date] 

(ii) Interest Payment Date(s): [●] in each year 

(iii) Fixed Coupon Amount[(s)]: [●] per [●] in Nominal Amount 

(iv) Broken Amount[(s)]: [●] payable on the Interest Payment Date falling [in/on] [●] 

(Insert particulars of any initial or final broken interest amounts 

which do not correspond with the Fixed Coupon Amount [(s)]) 

(v) Day Count Fraction (Condition 5(a)):  [Actual/365 – FBF / 30/360 / Actual/Actual - ICMA / 

Actual/Actual – ISDA / Actual/365 (Fixed) / Actual/360 / 

30E/360 / 30E/360 (ISDA)] 

(vi) Determination Date(s) (Condition 

5(a)): 

[●] in each year 

(Insert regular interest payment dates, ignoring issue date or 

maturity date in the case of a long or short first or last coupon. 

N.B. only relevant where Day Count Fraction is Actual/Actual 

(ICMA)) 

15 Floating Rate Provisions [In respect of Fixed/Floating Rate Notes: from (and including) 

[●] to (but excluding) [●]:] [Applicable/Not applicable] 

(If not applicable, delete the remaining sub-paragraphs of this 

paragraph)

(i) Interest Period(s): [●] 

(ii) Specified Interest Payment Dates: [[•] in each year, subject to adjustment in accordance with the 

Business Day Convention set out in (iv) below] 

(iii) Interest Period Date: [●] (Not applicable unless different from Specified Interest 

Payment Dates)

(iv) Business Day Convention: [Floating Rate Business Day Convention/ Following Business 

Day Convention/Modified Following Business Day 

Convention/Preceding Business Day Convention] 

(v) Business Centre(s): [●] 

(vi) Manner in which the Rate(s) of 

Interest is/are to be determined: 

[Screen Rate Determination/FBF Determination/ISDA 

Determination] 

(vii) Party responsible for calculating the 

Rate(s) of Interest and Interest 

Amount(s) (if not the Calculation 

Agent): 

[●] 

(viii) Screen Rate Determination: 

— Reference Rate: [●] 

— Interest Determination Date(s): [●] 

— Relevant Inter-Bank Market:  [●] 
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— Relevant Screen Page Time: [●] 

— Relevant Screen Page: [●] 

— Calculation Method: [Compounded Daily]/[Weighted Average] (only applicable 

in the case of SONIA)  

— Observation Method: [only applicable in the case of SONIA: [Lag]/[Lock-out]/[Shift]] 

— Observation Look-Back Period:  [(only applicable in the case of €STR, SONIA)  

[[●] TARGET 2 Business Days/London Banking  

Days] [Not Applicable]] 

— [SONIA/€STR] Look-Back 

Period: 

[specify][London Business Days]/[Target Business Days] 

(only applicable in the case of SONIA or €STR)  

(ix) FBF Determination: [●] 

— Floating Rate: [●] 

— Floating Rate Determination 

Date (Date de Détermination 

du Taux Variable): 

[●] 

(x) ISDA Determination: 

— Floating Rate Option: [●] 

— Designated Maturity: [●] 

— Reset Date: [●] 

(xi)  Linear Interpolation: [Not Applicable / The Rate of Interest for the [long/short] 

[first/last] Interest Period shall be calculated using Linear 

Interpolation (specify for each short or long interest period)] 

(xii) Margin(s): [+/-] [●] per cent. per annum 

(xiii) Minimum Rate of Interest: [●] per cent. per annum8

(xiv) Maximum Rate of Interest: [●] per cent. per annum 

(xv) Day Count Fraction: [Actual/365 – FBF / 30/360 / Actual/Actual - ICMA / 

Actual/Actual – ISDA / Actual/365 (Fixed) / Actual/360 / 

30E/360 / 30E/360 (ISDA)] 

16 Zero Coupon Note Provisions [Applicable / Not Applicable] 

(If not applicable, delete the remaining sub-paragraphs of this 

paragraph) 

(i) Amortisation Yield: [●] per cent. per annum 

(ii) Any other formula/basis of 

determining amount payable: 

[●] 

(iii) Day Count Fraction: [Actual/365 – FBF / 30/360 / Actual/Actual - ICMA / 

Actual/Actual – ISDA / Actual/365 (Fixed) / Actual/360 / 

30E/360 / 30E/360 (ISDA)] 

PROVISIONS RELATING TO REDEMPTION 

17 Call Option [Applicable/Not Applicable] 

(If not applicable, delete the remaining sub-paragraphs of this 

paragraph) 

(i) Optional Redemption Date(s): [●] 

8 In no event shall the amount of interest payable be less than zero. 
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(ii) Optional Redemption Amount of each 

Note: 

[●] per Note of [●] Specified Denomination 

(iii) If redeemable in part: [●] 

(a) Minimum Redemption 

Amount: 

[●] 

(b) Maximum Redemption 

Amount: 

[●] 

(iv) Notice period: [●] 

18 Make-Whole Redemption by the Issuer 

(Condition 6(b)) 

[Applicable/Not Applicable] 

(i) Notice period: [Not Applicable/ [•]] 

(ii) Reference Security: [•]

(iii) Reference Dealers: [•]

(iv)  Reference Screen Rate:  [•]

[(v) Similar Security: [Not Applicable/ [•]]

(vi) Party, if any, responsible for 

calculating the principal and/or interest due 

(if not the Calculation Agent): 

[Not Applicable/ [•]]

(vii) Make-whole Redemption Margin: []

19 Clean-Up Call Option [Applicable/Not Applicable]

20 Put Option [Applicable/Not Applicable] 

(If not applicable, delete the remaining sub-paragraphs of this 

paragraph) 

(i) Optional Redemption Date(s): [●] 

(ii) Optional Redemption Amount each 

Note: 

 [●] per Note of [●] Specified Denomination 

(iii) Notice period: [●] 

21 Residual Maturity Call Option: [Applicable/ Not Applicable] 

(i) Residual Maturity Call Option Date: As from [●] 

22 Final Redemption Amount of each Note: [•] per Note of [•] Specified Denomination

23 Early Redemption Amount 

(i) Early Redemption Amount(s) 

payable on redemption for taxation reasons, 

for or an event of default or other early 

redemption: 

[●] per Note of [●] Specified Denomination 

(ii) Early Redemption for taxation 

reasons on days other than Interest Payment 

Dates: 

[Yes/No] 

GENERAL PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO THE NOTES



- 111 - 

24 Form of Notes: [Dematerialised Notes/Materialised Notes] 

(Materialised Notes are only in bearer form) [Delete as 

appropriate] 

(i) Form of Dematerialised Notes: [Not Applicable/if Applicable specify whether)] 

[Bearer dematerialised form (au porteur)/ [fully/administered] 

Registered dematerialised form (au nominative 

[pur/administré])] 

(ii) Registration Agent: [Not Applicable/if applicable give names and details] 

(Note that a Registration Agent must be appointed in relation to 

Registered Dematerialised Notes only) 

(iii) Temporary Global Certificate: [Not Applicable/Temporary Global Certificate exchangeable for 

Definitive Materialised Bearer Notes on [●] (the "Exchange 

Date"), being 40 calendar days after the Issue Date subject to 

postponement as provided in the Temporary Global Certificate] 

(iv) Applicable TEFRA exemption (or 

successor exemption as contemplated 

by Notice 2012-20):  

[C Rules/D Rules/Not Applicable] 

(Only applicable to Materialised Notes)  

25 Financial Centre(s): [Not Applicable/[give details]] 

26 Talons for future Coupons to be attached to 

Definitive Notes (and dates on which such 

Talons mature): 

[Yes/No/Not Applicable. If yes, give details] 

27 Redenomination, renominalisation and 

reconventioning provisions: 

[Not Applicable/The provisions [in Condition 1(d)] apply] 

28 Consolidation provisions: [Not Applicable/The provisions [in Condition 14(b)] apply] 

29 Masse (Condition 11): Name and address of the Representative: [●] 

[Name and address of the alternate Representative: [●]] 

[The Representation will receive no remuneration/The 

Representative will receive a remuneration of [●]] 

[If the Notes are held by a sole Noteholder, insert the wording 

below: 

As long as the Notes are held by a sole Noteholder, and unless a 

Representative has been appointed in relation to such Series, such 

Noteholder shall exercise all the powers, rights and obligations 

entrusted to the Masse by the provisions of the French Code de 

commerce. A Representative will be appointed as soon as the 

Notes are held by several Noteholders.] 

RESPONSIBILITY 

The Issuer accepts responsibility for the information contained in these Final Terms. 

Signed on behalf of the Issuer 

By: 

Duly authorised 
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PART B – OTHER INFORMATION 

1 LISTING 

(i) Listing: [Paris Stock Exchange (Euronext Paris)/other (specify)/None] 

(ii) Admission to trading [Application has been made by the Issuer (or on its behalf) for the Notes 

to be admitted to trading on [specify relevant regulated market] with 

effect from [●].] [Application is expected to be made by the Issuer (or 

on its behalf) for the Notes to be admitted to trading on [specify relevant 

regulated market]] with effect from [●].] [Not Applicable.]  

(Where documenting a fungible issue need to indicate that original 

Notes are already admitted to trading) 

(iii) [Estimate of total expenses related to 

admission to trading: 

[●]] 

2 RATINGS AND EURO EQUIVALENT  

Ratings: The Notes to be issued [have been/are expected to be] rated: 

[S & P: [● ]] 

[[Other]: [●]] 

[The Notes to be issued have not been rated.] 

[Need to include a brief explanation of the meaning of the ratings if this 

has previously been published by the rating provider.] 

[[Insert credit rating agency/ies] [is/are] is established in the European 

Union, registered under Regulation (EC) No 1060/2009, as amended 

(the "CRA Regulation") and included in the list of registered credit 

rating agencies published by the European Securities and Markets 

Authority on its website (www.esma.europa.eu) in accordance with 

CRA Regulation.]/ 

[[Insert credit rating agency] is established in the European Union and 

has applied for registration under Regulation (EC) No 1060/2009, as 

amended (the "CRA Regulation"), although notification of the 

corresponding registration decision has not yet been provided by the 

relevant competent authority. In general, European regulated investors 

are restricted from using a rating for regulatory purposes if such rating 

is not issued by a credit rating agency established in the European Union 

and registered the CRA Regulation unless the rating is provided by a 

credit rating agency operating in the European Union before 7 June 2010 

which has submitted an application for registration in accordance with 

the CRA Regulation and such registration is not refused.]/ 

[[Insert credit rating agency] is not established in the European Union 

and has not applied for registration under Regulation (EC) No 

1060/2009, as amended (the "CRA Regulation"), but is endorsed by 

[insert credit rating agency] which is established in the European 

Union, registered under the CRA Regulation and included in the list of 

registered credit rating agencies published by the European Securities 

and Markets Authority on its website (www.esma.europa.eu) in 

accordance with CRA Regulation.]/  

http://www.esma.europa.eu/
http://www.esma.europa.eu/
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[[Insert credit rating agency] is not established in the European Union 

and has not applied for registration under Regulation (EC) No 

1060/2009, as amended.] [In accordance with the CRA Regulation (as 

it forms part of domestic law by virtue of the European Union 

(Withdrawal) Act 2018 and as amended by the Credit Rating Agencies 

(Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (the "UK CRA 

Regulation")), the rating assigned to the Notes by [Insert credit rating 

agency] will be endorsed by [Insert credit rating agency], being a credit 

rating agency established in the United Kingdom and included in the list 

of credit rating agencies published by the Financial Conduct Authority 

on its website 

(https://www.fca.org.uk/markets/creditratingagencies/registered-

certified-cras) in accordance with the UK CRA Regulation.] 

(The above disclosure should reflect the rating allocated to Notes of the 

type being issued under the Programme generally or, where the issue 

has been specifically rated, that rating.) 

Euro equivalent: [Not Applicable/Euro [●]] (Only applicable for Notes not denominated 

in Euro) 

The aggregate principal amount of Notes 

issued has been converted into Euro at the 

rate of [●], producing a sum of: 

[●] 

3 INTERESTS OF NATURAL AND LEGAL PERSONS INVOLVED IN THE ISSUE 

(Need to include a description of any interest, including a conflict of interest, that is material to the issue/offer, detailing 

the persons involved and the nature of the interest. May be satisfied by the inclusion of the following statement:) ["Save 

as disclosed in ["Subscription and Sale"] so far as the Issuer is aware, no person involved in the offer of the Notes has an 

interest material to the offer."]/[•]] 

[(When adding any other description, consideration should be given as to whether such matters described constitute 

significant new factors" and consequently trigger the need for a supplement to the Prospectus under Article 23 of the 

Prospectus Regulation.)] 

4 REASONS FOR THE OFFER AND ESTIMATED NET PROCEEDS 

(i) Reasons for the offer:  [General corporate purposes/ [●] (specify)]] 

(ii) Estimated net proceeds:    [●] 

(If proceeds are intended for more than one use will need to split out 

and present in order of priority. If proceeds insufficient to fund all 

proposed uses state amount and sources of other funding) 

6 [FIXED RATE NOTES ONLY -YIELD  

Indication of yield:  [●]] 

7 [FLOATING RATE NOTES ONLY - PERFORMANCE OF RATE

Historic interest rates: Details of performance of [EURIBOR, LIBOR, SONIA, 

€STR/(other)] rates can be obtained, [but not] free of 

charges, from [Reuters/give details of electronic means 

of obtaining the details of performance]. 

https://www.fca.org.uk/markets/creditratingagencies/registered-certified-cras
https://www.fca.org.uk/markets/creditratingagencies/registered-certified-cras
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Benchmarks: Amounts payable under the Floating Rate Notes will be 
calculated by reference to [EURIBOR, LIBOR, SONIA, 
€STR/(other)] which is provided by [the European 
Money Markets Institute/ICE Benchmark 
Administration/[●]]. As at [●], [the European Money 
Markets Institute/ICE Benchmark 
Administration/[●]/[the Banque de France]] 
[appears/does not appear] on the register of 
administrators and benchmarks established and 
maintained by [the European Securities and Markets 
Authority pursuant to Article 36 of Regulation (EU) 
2016/1011, as amended or superseded (the 
"Benchmarks Regulation")]/[the Financial Conduct 
Authority in the United Kingdom pursuant to Article 36 
of the Benchmarks Regulation (Regulation (EU) 
2016/1011) as it forms part of UK domestic law by 
virtue of the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018 
(the "UK BMR")]. [As far as the Issuer is aware, the 
transitional provisions in Article 51 of the [Benchmarks 
Regulation]/[UK BMR] apply, such that [•] is not 
currently required to obtain authorisation or registration 
(or, if located outside the [European Union]/[United 
Kingdom], recognition, endorsement or equivalence).] 

8 OPERATIONAL INFORMATION 

(iv) ISIN: [●] 

(v) Common Code: [●] 

(vi) Any clearing system(s) other than 

Euroclear France, Euroclear Bank 

SA/NV and Clearstream Banking S.A. 

and the relevant identification 

number(s): 

[Not Applicable/give name(s) and number(s) and address(es)] 

(vii) Delivery: Delivery [against/free of] payment 

(viii) Names and addresses of initial Paying 

Agent(s): 

[●] 

(ix) Names and addresses of additional 

Paying Agent(s) (if any): 

[●] 

(x) Name and address of the entities which 

have a firm commitment to act as 

intermediaries in secondary trading, 

providing liquidity through bid and offer 

rates and description of the main terms 

of their commitment. 

[Not Applicable/give names(s), address(es) and description]   

9 DISTRIBUTION 

(i) Method of distribution: [Syndicated/Non-syndicated] 

(ii) If syndicated: 

(A) Names of Managers: [Not Applicable/give names]

(Include names of entities agreeing to underwrite the issue on a firm 

commitment basis and names of the entities agreeing to place the issue 
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without a firm commitment or on a "best efforts" basis if such entities 

are not the same as the Managers)

(B) Stabilising Manager(s) if any: [Not Applicable/give name] 

(iii) If non-syndicated, name and address of 

Dealer: 

[Not Applicable/give name] 

(iv) US Selling Restrictions (Categories of 

potential investors to which the Notes are 

offered): 

Reg. S Compliance Category [2/1] applies to the Notes; [TEFRA 

C]/[TEFRA D]/[TEFRA not applicable] (See paragraph 12 of General 

Information in the Base Prospectus) 

(v)  [Prohibition of Sales to EEA Retail Investors 

/ Prohibition of Sales to UK Retail Investors]: 

[Not Applicable/Applicable]  

(If the Notes do not constitute “packaged” products, “Not 

Applicable” should be specified. If the Notes may constitute 

“packaged” products and no KID will be prepared, “Applicable” 

should be specified. For the purpose of the above, a “packaged” 

product shall designate a “packaged retail investment product” 

which means in accordance with Regulation (EU) No 1286/2014 of 

26 November 2014 (as it forms part of UK domestic law by virtue of 

the European Union Withdrawal Agreement, in respect of UK retail 

investors) an investment, where, regardless of the legal form of the 

investment, the amount repayable to the retail investor is subject to 

fluctuations because of exposure to reference values or to the 

performance of one or more assets which are not directly purchased 

by the retail investor). 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

(1) This Base Prospectus has been approved by the AMF in France in its capacity as competent authority pursuant to the 

Prospectus Regulation. The AMF only approves this Base Prospectus as meeting the standards of completeness, 

comprehensibility and consistency imposed by the Prospectus Regulation. Such approval shall not be considered as an 

endorsement of the Issuer or of the quality of the Notes which are the subject of this Base Prospectus. Investors should 

make their own assessment as to the suitability of investing in the Notes. 

(2) This Base Prospectus is valid until 9 July 2022 provided that it shall be completed by any supplement pursuant to Article 

23 of the Prospectus Regulation. The obligation to supplement the Base Prospectus in the event of significant new factors, 

material mistakes or material inaccuracies does not apply when the Base Prospectus is no longer valid. Application may 

be made for Notes issued under the Programme during a period of 12 months from the date of the approval of this Base 

Prospectus to be admitted to trading on Euronext Paris to the competent authority and/or on any other regulated market 

in a Member State of the EEA. 

(3) The Issuer has obtained all necessary corporate and other consents, approvals and authorisations in France in connection 

with the Programme. 

The establishment of the Programme was authorised by a decision of the Executive Board (Directoire) of the Issuer 

dated 3 July 2006. 

Any drawdown of Notes under the Programme requires the prior authorisation of the Executive Board (Directoire) of 

the Issuer, with the prior authorisation of the Supervisory Board (Conseil de Surveillance), which may delegate its powers 

to its Président or to any person of its choice. 

Pursuant to a decision of the Executive Board (Directoire) of the Issuer dated 17 December 2020, issues of obligations

have been authorised, as approved by a decision of the Supervisory board (Conseil de Surveillance) of the Issuer dated 

10 December 2020, up to a maximum amount of Euro 1,000,000,000 of obligations from 1 January 2021 to 

31 December 2021 (unless previously cancelled) (subject to an overall maximum aggregate amount of Euro 

1,000,000,000 for all financings made available to the Issuer from 1 January 2021 to 31 December 2021) and the 

Executive Board (Directoire) of the Issuer has delegated to its Chairman and to its member and Directeur Général du 

Pôle Finances-Achats the authority to issue obligations within the limits fixed by the Executive Board (Directoire) of 

the Issuer and determine the terms and conditions of the obligations. 

(4) Neither the Issuer nor any member of the RTE Group is or has been involved in any governmental, legal or arbitration 

proceedings (including any such proceedings which are pending or threatened of which the Issuer is aware), during a 

period covering the previous 12 months which may have, or have had in the recent past, significant effects on the financial 

position or profitability of the Issuer or the RTE Group. 

(5) There has been no material adverse change in the prospects of the Issuer since 31 December 2020. 

(6) There has been no significant change in the financial performance or financial position of the Issuer or the Group since 

31 December 2020. 

(7) There are no material contracts not entered into in the ordinary course of the Issuer's business, which could result in any 

member of the Issuer's Group being under an obligation or entitlement that is material to the Issuer's ability to meet its 

obligations to Noteholders in respect of the Notes being issued. 

(8) The statutory auditors of the Issuer and the RTE Group are Mazars, Tour Exaltis, 61 rue Henri Regnault, 92400 

Courbevoie, France and KPMG Audit, department of KPMG S.A., Tour EQHO, 2 avenue Gambetta, CS 60055, 92066 

Paris La Défense Cedex, France (both entities are regulated by the Haut Conseil du Commissariat aux Comptes and are 

duly authorised as Commissaires aux Comptes). The statutory auditors both belong to the Compagnie Nationale des 

Commissaires aux Comptes. Mazars and KPMG Audit, department of KPMG S.A. have audited the audited consolidated 

annual financial statements of the Issuer for the financial years ended 31 December 2019 and 31 December 2020. 

(9) As at the date of this Base Prospectus, the Issuer is rated A (stable outlook) by S&P Global Ratings Europe Limited 

(“S&P”). S&P is established in the European Union and is registered under the CRA Regulation and is included in the 
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list of registered credit rating agencies published by the ESMA on its website 

(https://www.esma.europa.eu/supervision/credit-rating-agencies/risk).  

(10) Notes will be accepted for clearance through the Euroclear and Clearstream systems which are entities in charge of 

keeping the records. The Common Code and the International Securities Identification Number (ISIN) or the 

identification number for any other relevant clearing system for each Series of Notes will be set out in the relevant Final 

Terms. 

(11) The address of Euroclear is 1 boulevard du Roi Albert II, 1210 Bruxelles, Belgium and the address of Clearstream is 42 

avenue John Fitzgerald Kennedy, L-1855 Luxembourg, Grand Duchy of Luxembourg. 

(12) Dematerialised Notes will be inscribed in the books of Euroclear France (acting as central depositary). Dematerialised 

Notes which are in registered form (au nominatif) will be also inscribed either with the Issuer or with the registration 

agent. 

The address of Euroclear France is 66, rue de la Victoire, 75009 Paris, France. 

(13) For so long as any Notes may be issued under the Programme or are outstanding, the following documents will be 

available, during usual business hours on any weekday (Saturdays and public holidays excepted), for inspection at the 

office of the Fiscal Agent, the Paying Agents and the Issuer: 

(i) the statuts of the Issuer; 

(ii) the Amended and Restated Agency Agreement; 

(iii) a copy of the Base Prospectus together with any supplement to the Base Prospectus and any documents 

incorporated by reference therein; 

(iv) the Final Terms for Notes that are admitted to trading on Euronext Paris and/or any other Regulated Market; 

and 

(v) any reports, letters and other documents, historical financial information, valuations and statements prepared 

by any expert at the Issuer's request any part of which is included or referred to in this Base Prospectus. 

(14)  The following documents will be available, on the website of the AMF (www.amf-france.org): 

(i) the Final Terms for Notes that are listed and admitted to trading on Euronext Paris, and any other Regulated 

Market; and 

(ii) this Base Prospectus together with any supplement to this Base Prospectus and any document incorporated by 

reference therein. 

(15) In relation to any Tranche of Fixed Rate Notes, the yield in respect of such Notes will be specified in the relevant Final 

Terms. The yield is calculated at the Issue Date of the Notes on the basis of the relevant Issue Price. The yield indicated 

will be calculated as the yield to maturity as at the Issue Date (as defined in the Final Terms) of the Notes and will not 

be an indication of future yield. 

(16) In connection with the issue of any Tranche of Notes, the Dealer or Dealers (if any) named as the stabilising manager(s) 

(the "Stabilising Manager(s)") (or persons acting on behalf of any Stabilising Manager(s)) in the relevant Final Terms 

may over-allot Notes or effect transactions with a view to supporting the market price of the Notes at a level higher than 

that which might otherwise prevail. However, stabilisation may not necessarily occur. Any stabilisation action may begin 

on or after the date on which adequate public disclosure of the Final Terms of the offer of the relevant Tranche of Notes 

is made and, if begun, may cease at any time, but it must end no later than the earlier of 30 calendar days after the issue 

date of the relevant Tranche of Notes and 60 calendar days after the date of the allotment of the relevant Tranche of 

Notes. Any stabilisation action or over-allotment must be conducted by the relevant Stabilising Manager(s) (or person(s) 

acting on behalf of any Stabilising Manager(s)) in accordance with applicable laws and rules. 

(17)  Where information has been sourced from third parties this information has been accurately reproduced and as far as the 

Issuer is aware and is able to ascertain from the information published by such third parties, no facts have been omitted 

https://www.esma.europa.eu/supervision/credit-rating-agencies/risk
http://www.amf-france.org/
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which would render the reproduced information inaccurate or misleading. The source of such third party information is 

identified where used. 

(18) The Issuer's website is www.rte-france.com. Unless specifically incorporated by reference into this Base Prospectus, 

information contained on the website does not form part of this Base Prospectus. 

(19) Amounts payable on Floating Rate Notes may be calculated by reference to one or more "benchmarks" for the purposes 

of the Benchmarks Regulation or UK BMR. In this case, a statement will be included in the applicable Final Terms as 

to whether or not the relevant administrator of the "benchmark" is included in ESMA's register of administrators under 

Article 36 of the Benchmarks Regulation or in the FCA's register of administrators under Article 36 of the UK BMR, as 

the case may be. 

(20) This Base Prospectus and all documents incorporated by reference may include forward-looking statements. All 

statements other than statements of historical facts included in this Base Prospectus, including, without limitation, those 

regarding the Issuer's or the Group's financial position, business strategy, plans and objectives of management for future 

operations, are forward-looking statements. Such forward-looking statements involve known and unknown risks, 

uncertainties and other factors which may cause the actual results, performance or achievements of the Issuer or of the 

Group, or industry results, to be materially different from any future results, performance or achievements expressed or 

implied by such forward-looking statements. Such forward-looking statements are based on numerous assumptions 

regarding the Issuer's or the Group's present and future business strategies and the environment in which the Issuer and 

the Group will operate in the future. The Issuer expressly disclaims any obligation or undertaking to release publicly any 

updates or revisions to any forward-looking statement contained herein to reflect any change in the Issuer's or the Group's 

expectations with regard thereto or any change in events, conditions or circumstances on which any such statement is 

based. 

(21) The legal entity identifier ("LEI") of the Issuer is 969500JRJW0K2ET1UP76. 

https://www.rte-france.com/
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PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE BASE PROSPECTUS 

In the name of the Issuer 

To the best knowledge of the Issuer, the information contained in this Base Prospectus is in accordance with the facts and contains 

no omission likely to affect its import.  

Paris, 9 July 2021 

RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité 

Represented by Laurent Martel 

Membre du Directoire 

Directeur Général du Pôle Finances Achats

Autorité des marchés financiers 

This Base Prospectus has been approved by the AMF, in its capacity as competent authority under Regulation (EU) 2017/1129.  

The AMF has approved this Base Prospectus after having verified that the information it contains is complete, coherent and 

comprehensible within the meaning of Regulation (EU) 2017/1129. 

This approval is not a favourable opinion on the Issuer and on the quality of the Notes described in this Base Prospectus. Investors 

should make their own assessment of the opportunity to invest in such Notes. 

This Base Prospectus has been approved on 9 July 2021 and is valid until 9 July 2022 and shall, during this period and in accordance 

with the provisions of Article 23 of the Regulation (EU) 2017/1129, be completed by a supplement to the Base Prospectus in the 

event of new material facts or substantial errors or inaccuracies. 

This Base Prospectus obtained the following approval number: n°21-308. 
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Registered Office of the Issuer 

RTE Réseau de transport d'électricité

Immeuble WINDOW 

7C place du Dôme 92073  

Paris La Défense 

France 

Arrangers 

Barclays Bank Ireland PLC 

One Molesworth Street  

Dublin 2 

DO2 RF29 

Ireland

Société Générale 

29, boulevard Haussmann 

75009 Paris 

France

Dealers 

Barclays Bank Ireland PLC 

One Molesworth Street  

Dublin 2 

DO2 RF29 

Ireland

BNP Paribas

16, boulevard des Italiens 

75009 Paris 

France 

 Crédit Industriel et Commercial S.A. 

6, avenue de Provence 

75542 Paris 

Cedex 9 

France 

Citigroup Global Markets Europe AG 

Reuterweg 16 

60323 Frankfurt am Main 

Germany 

Crédit Agricole Corporate and Investment Bank 

12, place des Etats-Unis 

CS 70052 

92547 Montrouge Cedex 

France

HSBC Continental Europe 

38, avenue Kléber 

75016 Paris 

France 

MUFG Securities (Europe) N.V. 

World Trade Center, Tower H 
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